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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, 

THE COUNTESS DOWAGER OF ERROL. 

MJDJM, 



I 



XT is not to your high Rank alone, 
that mankind beftow on you the moft un- 
equivocal deference; your admiration and 
efteem originate more efpecially, from a , 
tribute they offer to your illiiftrious vir- 
tues. In the more exalted fccnes of life, 
your condudt ever has commanded the 
applaufe of the well-informed and polite: 
Your conftant application, and unwearied 
diligence in promoting the interefts of 
Religion among the inferior clafTes of 
men, together with your prudent choice 
of obje6ts that really needed, and ever 
have been relieved by your well-timed 
charity, have, in the higheft degree, en- 
deared you to all thofe who are fulbcp- 
tible of grateful impreffions. 

Permit me, at the fame time, Madam, 
to congratulate .you, that the world re- 
joices to fee your excellent example dif- 
fufing its happy influences upon your 
Family. I need only to mention, as an 
inftance of it; the generous and cha- ^ 

ritable 



VI DEDICATION. 

ritable difpofitions of the amiable Lady 
Charlotte Hay, your Daughters Who 
clothes and educates, at her own expcnce, 
the children of the indigent in your neigh- 
bourhood : Who efteems it no difparagc- 
ment to her Rank, to reward the poor 
but induftrious Scholars, whom flie is 
afliduoufly training to the habits of virtue. 
Such noble examples of condefcenfion and 
benevolence, give the higheft pleafure and 
fatisfadlion to all good men. 

A moft decided partiality for fo virtu- 
ous and humane a chara6tcr as your Lady- 
Ihip's made me ambitious to put the fol- 
lowing Treatifes under your prote6tion. 
Whether mankind may benefit from the 
publifhing of them, or how they may be 
received in the world, 1 do not pretend to 
know: I fincerely, Madam, declare to you, 
my intention is good. Convinced, in my 
own mind, that they cannot be introduced 
into the world under the aufpices and pa- 
tronage of a more valued chara6ter than 
yours ; fo, I hope, your Ladylhip will be 
pleafed to accept of them, as a teftimony 
of that efteem and veneration, with which 
the Author will ever regard your virtues. 

I am, 
madam. 
With all imaginable Refpe6l, 
Your Ladyship's, 

Moft Humble, 
CROOKHAM, Moft Obedient Servant, 
May 1 8th i^f^e. Wm. S AWERS. 
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PREFACE. 



IT was ly no means from a supposition^ that 
fitter the duty of Prayer was not understood, nor 
pra^iised among Mankind .t that thefoUowing Treatise 
on that SuhjeB makes its appearance in the World* A 
desire of giving all the assistance possible^ to serious and 
well-disposed Persons^ who may wish to be instru6led in so 
divine an exercise^ was deemed a motive svfficient for the 
present Publication. With the profane^ indeed, every at- 
tempt to promote the interests of Virtue^ may be con* 
sidered as impertinent, and &, for a time^ the subJeSl of 
derision; but, to devout and candid minds, every exer^ 
iion^ which has for its end the advancement of Religion^ 
is acceptable. Tio the latter description of men, this 
Essay may be of we ; and for that purpose was it origi- 
nally begun. As to the sons of conviviality^ whose vei?i of 
humour is ever pointed against the most sacred consider a. 
tionSy while they^ sportive launch their shafts of ridicule y 
the more sedate and pious, ever sheltered behind the shield f 
conscious rectitude, can, being armed with Jortituds, arid 
clothed with charity^ pray for their future tefcrma^ 
tionm 

In none of all the following Essays is any partial sup- 
port given to favour the interests of any seEi, cr any re* 
JleBion thrown outj either to censure or to prejudice the 

received 
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received opinions of any party among Christians — only to 
promote the increase^ and to be subservient to the interests 
of Piety and Religion^ has the Author most sincerely de- 
voted his labours. Should they have the smallest ten-- 
dency to the ends proposed^ be certainly will consider its 
pains sufficiently compensated. 
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ESSAY I. 



ON PRAYER} 



WITH EXAMPLES, IM EACH KIND, WHETHER PUBLIC) 
FAMILY, OB, SECRET PRAYER. 
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R AYER is a moft folemn acl of Religi->» 
ous Worfhip, whereby we acknowledge the 
Divine Being, as the Creator, Suftainer, and 
Governor of the Univerfe, and that, from 
his liberahty, every good and perfect gift is 
derived. Convinced, in our own minds^ 
that every moment of our lives we are de- 
pendants upon his bounty, our prayers are 
the moft expreffive and fignificant evi- 
dences, that we are fenfible of that depen- 
dance. By the defign and end of this duty, 
it can by no means be fuppofed, that it is 
neceffary for us to make known our wants 
to God, as if he knew them not, before we 
informed him. Nor is its intention, to 
foothe and to move God to relieve us in our 
wants, becaufe of our importunities. But 
the exprefs purpofe of prayer is, to excite, 
quicken, confirm, and continually to main- 
tain in our minds, a due and awful appre- 
henfion of the Divine Nature and perfec- 
tions ;— to make us fenfible, that he, as 
our Sovereign Author, has every claim to 

B our 
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our moll: grateful homage ;-— and to re- 
mind us, that his goodnels is the never- 
faihng, and Uberal iburce, of all the abili- 
ties we poflefs, and all the bleffings we en- 
joy ;— and that every thing we further 
lland in need of, can only be fupplied by 
his indulgent providence. 

By the exercife of prayer, our hearts arc 
difpofed and habituated to lowlinefs and 
humility,- it being a conftant memento of 
our fmful and helplefs ftate. It has a 
powerful tendency to work in us patience, 
by daily teaching us how unbecoming it 
would be in us to carry any perturbation, 
paflion, or diflemper of mind along with 
us into the prefence of God. It is gn ar- 
piour of defence againft the temptations 
which befet and entice us in our mortal 
ftate. '' Watch and pray," fays our Savi- 
our, ** that ye enter not into temptation." 
It refines and purifies the heart from all 
low, fordid, and abje6t defires ; foothing 
us under the cares, bufinefs, and perplexi- 
ties of human life, and fctting our minds 
upon the higher concerns of a future world. 
It infpires us with noble and generous refo- 
lutions of piety towards God, and benevo- 
lent and charitable di{pofitions to the whole 
human race. It in ihort aims principally at 
promoting the glory of God, our own, and 
others everlafting happinefs, together with 
the enjoyment of fuch worldly accomoda- 
tions as may be fubfervient to thcCe great 
ends. 

Prayer 
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Prayer is alike the duty of a prince, as 
well as of a peafant ; becaufe no being is 
io high as to be above a dependancy on the 
Ahnighty : Neither is there any io low as 
to be beneath the infpe6lion of his all- per- 
vading eye. The (trong archangels, who 
wing their rapid flight throughout the 
empyreal heavens, are but his humble dei- 
pendants, the feeble infe6t of the duft, is 
yet an obje61: of his paternal care, and is 
not blended with its kindred duft, without 
his permiffion. By him kings reign, and 
by him the poor are fed. He throws to 
the earth the thrones of the mighty ; he 
protects the feeble; and vifits the wretched 
in the hiding-places of obfurity. 

To the God of heaven, in all fituations, 
and under every circumftance, are we per- 
mitted to addrefs ourfelves, as the Father of 
mercies. We are dire<3:ed, and command- 
ed by him, to afk, on purpoie that our pe* 
titions may be granted, to feek, that we 
may find his favour, and to knock, thcit the 
door of his bounty may be opened unto us. 
Nor does this benevolent Being limit us in 
our petitions, to fingle or fpccial mercies 
only ; but leaves us in an happy liberty, to 
crave, whatever is neceflary to our real good 
to receive, and confiftent with his wildonx 
to beftow. Since the Almighty is io induU 
gent to his creatures, as to warrant fuccef^ 
to his importunate worlhippers, in things 
juft and honeft, reafonable, and confiftent 
with our own good, the welfare of others, 

B z and 
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and his glory. It concerns not only our 
prefent interefts, but more efpecially our 
future profpedts, to pray to him with fre- 
quency and fervour. 

Common gratitude alone for pad fa- 
vours, thankfulnefs for prefent mercies, and 
the hopes of yet further indulgence from 
the inexhauftible Source of all Goodnefs, 
ought undoubtedly to ftimulate us to this 
duty. 

When our affluence creates infolence, 
when our profperity inclines us to pride 
and felf-confequence, the very a6lion of 
prayer alone, has a tendency to inftru6t us 
to moderation. When adverfity chills our 
Ipirits, and crofs accidents damp the vigour 
of our exertions, by pouring out our com- 
plaint into the ear of the King Eternal, 
our forlorn fouls begin to be« brightened up 
with frefh confidence ; our fortitude again 
revives^ becaufe, that, like a tender Father, 
we know that our nnerciful Creator fympa- 
thifcs with the children of mifery and afflic- 
tion : Therefore we caft our burden to the 
ground, and apply to Omnipotence. We 
know that he is the hearer of prayer, and 
our fouls are cortiforted. He ftretches forth 
his arm, and helps the friendlefs mourner. 
His eye reaches the hiding-places of mifery, 
and he banilhes forrow from the heart of 
the wretched. 

In the infancy of time, when the world 
as yet was young, and man was innocent, 
when no want was known, and as yet 

there 
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there was no grievance to redrefs,"-Adam, 
the high prieft of this lower world, offered 
to God the pure unmixed facrifices of praife 
and thanklgiving. The happy heavenly 
hofts of the Eternal then joined with him, 
and taught him how to rife to yet more 
lofty and exalted ftrains of pured homage. 
But when they faw, by fm, the lower tem- 
ple ftaincd, and to a hiding-place the guilty 
prieft had fled, with one accord, abhorrent, 
to heavens high courts, afrighted, they 
withdrew. From that gloomy period, Man, 
a forlorn, a helplefs needy wretch became. 
Prayer then, and not till then, to him, and 
all his offspring, began to be a neceffary 
duty. From this time, even God himfelf, 
ordained, that man, in fupplicating con- 
ference, ftiould meet him. Having broken 
from his allegiance, it was but juft and 
reafonable, that he Ihould acknowledge his 
offences, and implore the pardon of his 
Sovereign Author, who only can forgive, 
IncompafTed with innumerable weakneffes, 
to whom lliall he go, but to the Father of 
all mercies. Confcious of his wants and his 
manifold infirmities, with whom fhall he 

Elead for his daily fupplies, and where fhall 
e folicit for healing influences? He knovys 
that God is his only refuge in the day of 
calamity, arid that his incomprehenfible 
Majefty gives a willing attention to the 
cries of the neceffitous ; therefore, to his 
throne he flees, who is acquainted with his 
defires, and who conftrues the import of 

the 
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the figh that is wafted to him in . fecret, 
and who pities and relieves that agony of 
diftrefs that burfts from the forrowful 
heart, which language cannot exprefs. 

. In affairs of this lower world, how hap- 
py is that man efteemed, and how often 
does he become the obje6l of envy, who, 
either from his fhining abilities, or un- 
jTiaken fidehty, becomes his prince's friend 
and favourite : But how infignificant is this 
honour, in comparifon of his, upon whom 
the Lord of the univerfe continually fmiles 
with the tender and afFedtionate compla- 
cency of a benevolent Father ? The regards 
of princes are often variable, ftiort, and 
uncertain ; but the favour of God is ever 
unchangeable ; and thofc " whom he loves, 
he loves to the end/' It is inconfiftent with 
his nature to leave or forfake thofe who are 
careful to worfhip him. But when we do 
abftra6l ourfelves from his fervice, we fall 
from our own happinels, we forfeit the 
comforts we might enjoy, by breaking from 
the conditions which God hath appointed 
as the only means of fecuring his efteem, 
and of conftituting our own felicity. The 
experience of holy men, in all ages, has 
evinced, that, notwithllanding all the trials 
they endured, and all the afflicStions they 
were caufed to fufFer, confcious of the Al- *^ 
mighty friendlhip, they were infpired with 
confolations which no hardlliips could ever 
counteract. Convinced', that afHi6tions are 
by no means the marks of Divine dii'plea- 

furc. 



ON PRAYER. 15 

fure, but arc often fent for our advantage, 
to promote our virtue, and to advance our 
futute happincfs ; and perfuaded that thel'e 
troubles can by no means change the love 
pf God, nor fhake our interefl: in him, io 
their pious joy refted upon a fure and un- 
fhaken foundation, which no accident could 
deftroy. Yet we are not to fuppofe, that, 
from a ftoical abftra6tedncfs or mind, they 
were, or pretended to be,- infcnfible of pre- 
fent fufferings ; they were rather difpolcd 
patiently to fubmit to the wife difpolal of 
heaven, in profpedt of a glorious reward 
from their pious refignation. When the 
multitude of troubles and temptations, like 
tumultuous waves furrounded them, they 
were not fatisfied fimply to guard them- 
selves with the flrength of arguments, and 
motives for conftancy in well-doing ; but 
knowing that God, in compaflion to hu- 
man wcaknefs, has promifedthc fupernatu- 
ral help of his grace to his devout worfliip- 
pers, they daily applied thcmfelves to him, 
in prayer for it. 

In imitation of their example, under a 
juft fenfe of our infirmities and inHiiTicicncy, 
and being convinced of the uncertaintv of 
our purpofes and reiolutions, and that our 
wills and afFeclions are variable and agita- 
ted by every blaft of temptation, we ought 
to folipit the afTiflance of him to dirc6l us 
by his wifdom, who has promifcd '' To give 
his Holy Spirit to them who ails, him.'* 
However vicious men may tliink to the 

contrary, 
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contrary, there is no delight, no fatisfac- 
tion, no earthly joy. whatever, equal to that 
inexpreffible pleaiure of mind which* the 
pious experience, when they pour out their 
Ibuls to God in prayer and thankfgiving. 
How venerable and praife- worthy is his 
condu6t, who, withdrawing him{elf from 
the noify world, from the cares of bufi- 
nefs, and from company, choofes to folace 
himfelf by converfing with heaven. Cloth- 
ed with humility, he enters into his clofet, 
liis mind peaceful and ferene, contemplates 
the Majefty of him, who is his bed Friend, 
and daily Benefa6tor. He folemnly wor- 
Ihips that Power that fuftains and provides 
for all. He admires that Divine Omni- 
fcience, that is acquainted with every ne- 
ceffity. He is thankful for that goodnefs 
which he fees univerfally difFufed. He ac- 
knowledges the auguft authority of his 
God, over the vifible and invifible worlds. 
He magnifies that Mercy that pardons the 
fms, and that Love which beftows immor- 
tality upon his fervants. His heart burns 
with gratitude, while he contemplates that 
Wifdom which planned the falvation of all 
who believe. He meditates with joy on 
the means that are employed, and the 
graces that are beftowed, to accompliih 
the redemption of men. While he ad- 
dreffes his God, his heart is expanded with 
charity and benevolence to the whole hu- 
man race. He prays that the rich may be 
humble, and that they may be generous tcv 

thofe 
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thofe who need ; that the poor may abound 
in faith, and be rich in good works. His 
indulgent Father, who hears in fecret, will 
reward him openly. But he finds that his 
.reward is already begun. He has prayed in 
faith ; and he finds, that the diligent per- 
formance of this duty, leaves the moft fen- 
fible fatisfa6tions behind it ; his foul is ele- 
vated with divine fentiments ; his mind is 
infpired with heavenly difpofitions ; he ex- 
periences, that the retirements of the clofet, 
always leave a relifti ever grateful, an efFe6l 
pleafing and delightful, beyond the power 
of language to cxprefs. 

Suppofing fuch a devout chara6ler as 
this was to be met as he retired from his 
clofet, and afked, what were the advantages 
that he derived from the regular perform- 
ance of this duty ? His anfwer w^ould pro- 
bably be to this efFe6t: That it was not be- 
caule he imagined his Auguft Author to be 
like thofe proud monarchs of the world, 
who were delighted to have their vanity 
flattered by the fubmiflTions of their folicit- 
ing dependants ; nor, that he was plcafed 
with, or to be cajoled by fet fpeeches of re- 
fpect and homage, but that his own mind 
was perfuaded, that prayer, when proper- 
ly exercifed, has a vaft influence both up- 
on the difpofitions and condu6l of men. 
He would candidly declare, that his own 
experience taught him, that it tended to 
inlpire him with firm purpofes and refolu- 
tions, of amending what he knew amifs in 

c his 
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his bypaft life, and never failed to make 
him more cautious of falling into frelh 
commiflfions of criminality: That it quali- 
fied him to receive the bleflings of heaven, 
and to enjoy its favours with the pleafing 
relilh of thankfulnefs : That it always dif- 
pofed his mind to value as much as they 
merited, the temporal benefits that he en- 
joyed, and that his frequent converfe with 
God, checked his overweening defires after 
fccular and wordly interefts : That it ren- 
dered him fatisfied with the ftation afligned 
him by Providence; for, in his profperity, he 
found his heart warmed with gratitude, and 
difpofed to moderation: inadverfity, it made 
him confole himfelf, thqt, whatever good 
was withheld from him, was, by the wife 
Father of the univerfe, prudently denied ; 
becaufe he will not give to his children 
gifts that might become injurious; fuch as, 
a ftone for bread ; or, inftead of a filh, a 
fcorpion. In Ihort, he would fay, he entreat- 
ed God to do for him, what he could by 
no means do for himfelf: That he only fo- 
licited, that God would bellow upon him 
luch things as were agreeable to his will, 
conducive to the divine honour, beneficial 
to his own foul, and whatfover tended to 
the welfare of his brethren of mankind. 

OF THE POWER AND EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 

THE Sacred Scriptures attribute an irre- 
fiflible influence to prayer. They give us 

a vail 
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a vaft variety of inftances where it has ac- 
complilhed the moft aftonilhing things. 
By it, the venerable prophet Elijah, both 
Ihut and opened heaven*. By it, Joihua 
arrefted the fun and moon in their courfes "f , 
till the Ifraelites were avenged on their ene- 
mies. By it, Daniel Ihut up the mouths 
of hungry lions, that, while he was in the 
midft of their den, they had no power to 
injure him|. By prayer, Peter raifed up the 
benevolent Dorcas, after fhe had been dead 
fome time, and prefented her aliveto her 
difconfolate friends ||. In the lives of Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, Jacob, Mofes, and David, re- 
markable inftances are recorded, to demon- 
ftrate the omnipotence of prayer. Our a- 
miable Mafter, Chrift Jefus, inftru6ls us, 
earneftly, to perform fo requifite a duty. 
*' All things whatfoever ye ftiall afk in 
prayer, believing," he delcares, " we Ihall 
receive§.". But, if it is here obe6led,That if 
prayer has fuch power and efficacy, Why is 
it, that even the pious worfhippers of God, 
frequently enough, afk bleffings of heaven, 
and are denied ? 

CAUSES WHY OUR PRAYERS ARE NOT AL- 
WAYS SUCCESSFUL. 

I. WE cannot expedl to be heard in our 
fupplications, when wx addrcfs God in a 

c 2 formal 

* I Kings, chap. xvii. &xviii. f Jofhua, chap. x. v. 12. 
J Daniel, chap. vi. v. 21, 22. || A6ts, chap. ix. v. 40. 

§ Matthew, chap. xxi. v. 21. 



20 ESSAY I. 

formal and fuperficial manner. Unlefs the 
heart is fmcerely engaged, and our warm- 
eft afFeftions excited, when we come into 
the Almighty preience, we perform a vain 
worlhip ; " Wc honour God with our lips 
only,*' and he refufes our petitions, becaufc 
*' Our hearts are far from him.'* 

2. We pray not as we ought, when w^e 
depend more upon fecond means, to extri- 
cate ourfelves from vexatious occurrences, 
than upon God, whofe power only can 
refcue us from our difficulties. We may 
not expe6t, that God will anfwer us, when 
we giddily folicit him for falhion*s fake, 
and yet rely upon our own ingenuity to de- 
liver us, or the afliftance of our friends to 
help us. When wc do this, our petitions 
are impious mockery; we both doubt his 
willingnefs and power to grant us affift- 
ance. 

3. We may not hope to fucceed in our 
prayers, when we a(k any thing that is in- 
confiftcnt with the Juftice, Mercy, and 
Goodnefs of God to beftow. To alk of 
God any thing unlawful, or any thing that 
may crofs the rules of his wife Providence, 
is wickedly to impeach the Holinefs of our 
Divine Author ; for inftance, are we en- 
gaged in unlawful and unjuftifiable at- 
tempts, againft the ^welfare of fociety, or 

' our neighbour; to afk God to help us, 
would be to infult the Majefty of Heaven, 
and to folicit the Beft of all Beings to be a 
party concerned in our criminality. 

4- We 
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4. We are not to think, that our prayers 
will be regarded, while we regard and che- 
rilh iniquity in our hearts. *' If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me*/' 

5. We cannot imagine, that our prayers 
will meet with acceptance before God, if 
we are niggardly and uncharitable to the 
poor. How Ihall God liften to^ us in our 
need, when we turn away our faces from 
relieving the neceflities of our afBi6ted 
brethren ? When we refufe to give to God 
what he requires of us, for his fake, how 
will he, in the day of our calamity or need, 
give what we require ? It was faid to Cor- 
nelius, *' Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up for a memorial before God f." 
To pray, to faft, and to figh, without lift- 
ening to the importunities of diftrefs, will 
profit the affluent but little, while they 
Ihut up the bowels of their compaffion, and 
pay no regard to want, foliciting, with 
anxiety, the pittance from chanty. *' But 
bleffcd is he vi^ho confidereth the poor ; the 
Lord will deliver him in the time of trouble. 
The Lord will preferve him, and keep him 
alive, and he ihall be blefled upon the 
earth ; and thou wilt not deliver him into 
the will of his enemies. The Lord will 
ftrengthen him upon the bed of languifh- 
ing ; thou wilt make all his bed in his fick- 
nels+." 

6. We 

* Pfalm Ixvi. 18. f A£ts x. 4. % Pfalm xli. i, 2, 3. 
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6. We may not expe6t that God will 
anfwer our prayers, while we indulge ran- 
corous difpofitions againft any of our bre- 
thren. He will certainly diflipate the fup- 
plications of that man, who, blown up 
with high conceits of his own fufficiency, 
makes the irregularities of others, which 
he ought to pity, the fubjeft of ridicule 
or infult. He who, having efpoufed a fe6t, 
or party, in religion, would uncharitably 
folicit the extirpation of all other parties, 
who differ from him, and whofe malignity 
of foul, prompts him to make difdainful and 
wicked comparifons between the opinions 
of his own people, with thofe of other pro- 
feflions, is a zealot, whom God will de- 
fpife ; a bigot, whom Chriftians will pity* 
Our Saviour relates, * That a Pharifee and 
a Publican, at the fame hour, and with the 
fame intention, went up to Jerufalem's tem- 
ple to pray. The firll, elated with fome 
i'uppofed perfe6lions, confidently triumphs 
in his pun6luality in performing the pre- 
cepts of the law. He magnifies his inno- 
cence. He meafures his own proportions 
in piety, with the delinquency of others. 
He infultingly diftinguifhes himfelf from 
his poor deje£led companion. He exults 
in his own meritorious conduft : He is 
careful to recite the failings of his fellow- 
worfhipper. His expreflion of thanks to 
God, that he was not like the poor Publi- 
can, declared how much his mind was 

dilated 

* Luke xviii. 9. 
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dilated with felf-fufficiency. His arrogant 
boafting, fhewcd him lefs inclined to praife 
God, than to proclaim his own excellence. 
His pride, but not his piety, appeared. He 
deigned not to pray for others, but delpifed 
them. 

The Publican, clothed in humility, con- 
fcious of his guilt, and full of confufion, 
under the influence of rcmorfe, like a 
bruifed reed, approaches the Divine Pre- 
lence. He laments his vilenefs ; he humbly 
implores Mercy. His foul is wounded, and 
his prayer was fmccre. He fmote upon 
his breaft, deploring his unworthinefs, and 
exclaimed, " God be merciful to me a fm- 
ner !" The Searcher of Hearts, who faw 
his contrition, accepted of his fmcere and 
devout homage, to fhew that our modefty, 
with the conlcioufnefs of our guilt and mi- 
fery, when we folicit in humility, are the 
beft qualifications to recommend our pray- 
ers : but that felf-conccited, fpiritually- 
proud, and oftentatious woribippers, are 
lefs accepted with God, than the vilefl- of 
the abandoned, who worfhip him in the 
confcioufnefs of their own unworthinefs. 

The vain-glorious Pharifee, with all his 
cenforious parade, and his difdainful con- 
fequence, was abafed. The Publican, who 
alleged Bilthing in his own defence ; who 
pled no mixture of good, to countera6t the 
evils he had commited; who fought no re- 
fuge, but in the Mercy of God ; whofe fole 
hope was in the inexhauftible goodneis of 

the 
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the Almighty ; becaufe he had a juft fenfe 
of his guilt, and was forrowful for his by- 
paft offences, while he humbled himfelf, 
by the Father of Mercies, he was exalted. 

7. God, from the abundance of his good- 
nels, often denies our prayers. When we 
petition him for fuch things as would in 
the end rather be hurtful than beneficial to 
us, his wife care over us withholds our re- 
quefts. If we imprudently Ihould afk of 
God, any thing that might gratify our re- 
venge, our malice, our ambition, or covet- 
oufnefs, he will by no means indulge us in 
being hurtful or mifchievous, nor affift us 
in gratifying our unlawful defires. Should 
we entreat him for great riches and pro- 
fperity ; great honours, gifts, or employ- 
ments ; great reputation and applaulc a- 
mong men ; if any of thefe are conferred, 
without our earneil folicitation, they merit 
our thankfgiving : but we are not to ex- 
pe£l any of them to be bellowed upon us, 
becauib we daily importune heaven to grant 
them : But it is Our duty modeftly to yield 
up our own defires to the will of heaven, 
that fuch things only may be granted us, 
that we may ul'e and not abufe them. Cer- 
tain it is, however wife we may efteem 
ourfelves, we are fo ignorant, as not be 
able to determine upon thofe tilings that 
arc really good for us ; we ought, there- 
fore, to fubmit ourfelves to be directed bv 

m 

the wildom of our Heavenly Father, who 

ahva^ s 



ON prayer/ 25 

always knows what is beft to bellow, and 
moft proper for his worlhippers to receive. 

Lastly. We know, by experience, and 
are convinced, that God often hears our 
prayers, when we do not for the time think 
he does. 

(i.) When he changes the means wc pro- 
pole, and caufes the end we defire, by fome 
other way, to come to pafs. St. Paul en- 
treats God, that " The thorn in the flelh*" 
might be taken from him. God denies his 
requeft, but grants him grace fufficient for 
him ; *' For," fays he, *' my ftrength is 
made perfe£l in weaknefs.*' 

(2.) God often grants our rcquefts, but 
not at the time we would have them, but 
tries our patience, by deferring, till fome 
period he thinks beft, to anfwcr our fup- 
plications. 

(3.) God fometimes befiows not the 
things we afk, but gives us what is equally 
beneficial, and often what is far beyond 
what we folicited ; and fo convinces us, that 
he regards our prayers, and means not lefs, 
but more good, by fo doing. 

OF THE ESSENTIALS OF PRAYER. 

I. COMPOSURE OF MIND. 

To ma^e our prayers acceptable to 
God, it is rcquifite, that we lay afide, firft 
of all, every worldly concern and anxiety, 

D that 
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that nothing may diftra£t our minds, while 
we converle with the Ahnighty Author of 
the univerfe. We mud be at pains to com- 
pofe our fpirits to ferioulnefs and attention, 
and to engage our hearts, and all the fa* 
culties of our fouls, that we may offer up 
a pious homage unto God, " Lifting up 
clean hands unto him, without wrath or 
doubting-** For, in all our approaches to 
our heavenly Father, it becomes us to pu- 
rify ourfelves from all wilful fin, and carry 
no unmortificd wickedncfs with us for God 
to patronize. 

2. A SENSE OF OUR WANTS. 

WE muft labour to work in ourfelves a 
true and lively fenfe of our neceflities. Like 
criminals, already condemned to fufFer pu- 
nifhment, v/hofe danger prompts and quick- 
ens their defires of pardon, fo ought we to 
come into the prefence of God, to entreat 
forgivenefs. The apprehenfion of our dan- 
ger, will be the beft help, to make us both 
importunate and eloquent, in our fuppli- 
cations for mercy, and the Divine favour. 
The fenfe of our wants, will be the bell: 
means to create in us the grace of humili- 
ty, fo eflential to our performance of this 
duty. When, from a lenfe of wr wretch- 
ednefs, we have reduced our mfnds to this 
temper, we ought, in plainnefs and fim- 
plicity, to pour out our fupplications be- 
fore God. 

(i.) Bewailing 



ON PRAYER. ^7 

( I .) Bewailing thofe fins that we are moft 
fubjeft to, and that tnoH of all alarm our 
confciences, we fhould humbly implore 
pardon for our bypaft offences, and entreat 
the Almighty aid, to aflift us in avoiding 
them for the time to come. 

(2.) We fhould confider thofe things, 
that, in a particular manner, we ftand in 
need of, whether they be, more Grace to 
help us ; Contentment in our ftations ; 
Prote6lion from dangers ; or Perfeverance 
in Virtue ; any of all thefe, our Almighty 
Father is ever willing to grant to our ferious 
importunity* 

(3.) We Ought gratefully to thank God 
for all thofe bleffings for which he has been 
plealed to favour us, and firmly to refolve 
ever to be cautious of abufmg any of his 
benefits. 



3. HUMILITY. 

HUMILITY is an eficntial in prayer, 
which naturally arifcs from th« duty itlelf. 
If the confcffion of oitr fins ; if begging for 
pardon, and things which we ftand in need 
of; if our ftate of ablolute dependance do 
not fubdue our vanity and pride, nothing 
will. What an infinite difproportion is 
there between us, and the God whom we 
worihip, to make us humble! How great 
are our faults ; how fmall our perfeAioiiSj 
to check our vanity ! To infpire the vain- 

D 2 , . eft 
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eft mortals with humility, nothing more 
is neceflary, than impartially to examine 
themfelves. What would they find upon 
this fcrutiny ? Their beft virtues, no more 
than vices reduced, and imperfeftions dif- 
guifed. The a£t of praying itfelf, fhews, 
that Man is a finful, needy, dependant 
9reature ; continually imploring favours he 
merits not ; who is ever receiving protec- 
tion, inftead of punilliment ; who is ever 
intreating for mercies he is confcious he 
does not deferve. As nothing is fo difguft- 
ing as pride, or vanity in one who begs and 

}>etitions, fo nothing can be fo incon* 
iftent, than the conau6t of thofe who ad- 
drcfs God without humility. Efpecially, 
when it is confidered, that, not for our own 
fakes, does the Almighty beftow his favour, 
but upon account or Chrift, who purchafed 
our liberty of accefs to the throne of God, 
3t the price of his own blood. When, 
therefore, we come into the prefence of 
God, " Let us humble ouifelves in his fight, 
and he (hall lift us up *.*' " Let us go to 
his throne, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help us in time of need-j-.*' 



4. TRUST IN GOD, 

THERE is nothing fo exprefsly recom- 
mended to us in Scripture, upon the fub- 
je6l of prayer, as that we fhould approach 

Qod 
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God With a firm truft, and confidence in 
his goodnefs. " Whatfoever things ye de- 
fire when yc pray/' fays Chrift, " believe 
that ye receive them, and ye ihall have 
them*/' This appears, aftonilhing, and 
really is fo, when we confider the immen- 
fity, and greatnefs of that Being, whom we 
worfhip, and the vaft incomprehenfible dif- 
tance there is between him and the finful 
creatures, w^ho, in mercy, he regards. Even 
for the fons of the earth, who daily plunge 
into innumerable crimes, to addrefs this 
Pure and Holy Being, who fills heaven and 
earth with his prcfcnce, feems to imply in 
us the higheft degree of prcfumption. But, 
for us to hope, or truft, that he will conde- 
fcend to be propitious to us, when we fup- 
plicate him, whofe Majefty none can com- 

Erehend, feems to carry along with it, a ftill 
igher degree of confidence. What afTur- 
ance do we feem to ufe, mifcrable and im- 
pure as we arc, when we entreat him for 
favours fo excellent in their nature ; fuch 
as. Health, with all the blefiings and com- 
forts of life ; all the glory of his Kingdom ; 
all the felicities of Heaven, and to be feat- 
ed near his own empyreal throne ; nay, 
even to partake of his own eflence, for, in 
alking of him eternal life, what require we 
lels than himfclf : To loiicit thelc, how- 
ever great, and leemingly extravagant our 
demands, he neverthclefs afiures us, wc 

fliali 
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fhall have for our afking in faith. Can 
we then have any doubt of his veracity or 
Goodnefs ? He promifes to beftow every 
good and perfe6t gift upon thofc who afk 
him, and mall we blame ourfelves of pre- 
fumption in obeying his commands. " *If 
any of you lack wifdom, let him afk of 
God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not ; and it fhall be given him. 
But let him afk in faith, not wavering.*' 
Neither can we doubt of the bounty and 
mercy of God, feeing we have daily proofs 
to confirm our belief in both ; *' -f For in 
him we live, and move, and have our be- 

It would then be entertaining in our 
minds low and unbecoming notions of 
God, and be to carry our pride to the ut- 
mofl ej^travagance, did we imagine we 
could honour him by any thing better of 
our own, befides what he himfelf requires. 
By fo doing, we would in efFe6i elevate 
ourfelves above him, and fo prefer our own 
limitted and clouded knowledge, to the 
immortal fplendour, and infinite wifdom, 
of him, who commands us to pray to him 
in all our wants, and who promifes to re^ 
lieve us in all our neceffities. When we 
do not pray, is it not offering an open de- 
fiance to him who commands us, and who 
has a right to our fubje6lion ? Is it not to 
fuppofe, that he is not willing to anfwer 

us, 

* James i. 5, 6. f A<Ss xviu 28. 



ON PRAYER. jr 

US, or that his omnipotence will not deiga 
to puhifti our difooedience, or his omni- 
fcience take notice of our negledi: ? 

That man grofsly deceives himfelf, who 
thinks, that it is unbeco.ming the Majefty 
of God to humble himfelf to creatures fo 
abjeft, and vile as fmners are, or to con* 
ccrn himfelf with their welfare and happi- 
nefs. To fuppofe, that God communicates 
himfelf to none but beings who bear (ome 
degree of proportion to his ovn greatneis, 
would be to aflert, that he communicates 
himfelf to none at all ; the moft exalted of 
all beings, bearing no proportion to his 
immenfity, more than the moft wretched 
and mean of all, whom he has created. 
What is equal to the glory of his perfcc-^ 
tions ? Wherein are thefe perfe6lions fo 
evident, than in a6ls of mercjr and benevo- 
lence ? How can they be exexifcd to more 
advantage, than by embracing the moft 
unworthy, who are the moft wretched, and 
confequently the greateft objedls of a pa- 
ternal tendernefs? As in a family, where 
a numerous offspring is, vhere there is 
one who is more delicate 3r fickly than 
the reft, that child is more the obje6t of 
pity, and experiences more of the parental 
afFedlion, than all others ; fo is it in the 
imiverfe of God : He hears, with tender re- 
gard, the cries of his wealeft complaining 
children ; he raifes thofe ^hat are bowed 
down ; his compaffions flow for the mifer- 
able ; he binds up the broien in heart, and 

gives 
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gives the oil of gladnefs, for the fpirit of 
ladnefe, to the children of misfortune. 

We aUb are miftaken, when we ima- 
gine, that the greatnefs and excellency of 
thofc gifts which we allc, is the juft rcafon 
why they are withheld from us, however 
much we require or ftand in need of them. 
For we ought always to remember, that 
the grcatell of all the bleflings we may ex- 
pert from heaven, are as caly for God to 
beftow as the leaft ; and that it is infi- 
nately more worthy of his unbounded 
magnificence and liberality, to fupply all 
our wants, than to permit us to implore in 
vain, and to languilli, being deprived of 
things abfolutely neceffary for us. But, iu 
all our addrefes to God, it is (till taken for 
granted, that we alk nothing but what is 
juft and lawful for us to receive, and God 
to beftow ; ar.d that we ever be in fubjec- 
tion to his will, as direfted by the general 
views of his divine Wifdom and Provi- 
dence, To dc otherwifc, would be to a6l 
petulantly, to fin deliberately, and to dic- 
tate to the Bet of all Beings, impioufly. 
But, if we coae into his prcl'ence humbly, 
and modeftly ifk what his wifdom belt 
knows to be hr our real good, we may 
, then depend tpon his valt and .infinite 
Power, which no obftacle can arreft, to 
aftift us. His o;vn goodnefs and compaf- 
fion ; his wofd, und the merits, and inter- 
ceffion of our Siviour ; all aftbrd us argu- 
mcnty and encoiragement, to come to the 

throne 
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throne of Grace, in full confidence of be- 
ing heard by the Father of all Mercies^ if 
we put our truft in him. 



5. ATTENTION. 

ATTENTION is a requifite in prayer, 
not fo eafily attained as at fir(t we may ima- 
gine. When we confider, that, even in 
our moft ferious moments, a vaft variety 
of thoughts and extraneous ideas are con* 
tinually prefling in upon us, it requires 
much care ana application to guara our- 
felves againft fo volatile a difpofition. It 
next becomes our duty, to enquire by what 
means we may the more readily keep un« 
der fubjedfcion thefe involuntary wander- 
ings. 

ijl. We ought to rcfleft ferioufly upon 
the Majefty ofHim who we are immediate- 
ly to addrefs. 

zdlj. We muft deliberately confider, what 
moft materially concerns us to folicit. 

yily. We ought to weigh cautiouily, in 
what words we may beft addrefs ourfelves. 
With refpe6t to the laft of thefe, though 
of leaft confideration, the Scriptures adrng-- 
nilh us, ** Not * to be rafti with our mouths, 
and not to permit our hearts to be hafty to 
utter any thing before God ; for God is in 
heaven, and we upon the earth ; therefore 

B our 

♦ Ecdef. V. X. 



34 RSSAY I. 

our words ought to be few.'* Words, which 
are fp neceffary with regard to men, are of 
no confideration with relpedt to God. The 
only rule, therefore, that we would advife, 
is, to obferve, with diligence, what cfFe6t 
the ufe of words produces upon our own 
minds. If our attention is kept alive the 
better by them, they ought to be ufed. If, 
On the contrary, they weaken or diminifh 
our devotions in fecret, it is not abfolutely 
iieceflary to trouble ourfelves with thiem at 
all. 

That which is moll eflential in fixing our 
attention, is, for us ferioufly to confider the 
Majefty of the God we irnmediatcly ad- 
drefs. In exercifing our minds with con^^ 
templatin^ all the perfections which the 
immenfe idea of his Being comprehends, 
it will be good for us to know what thofe 
Jittributes are, tliat principally ought to be 
the obje6ls of our regard in our prayers* 
The firft and mod obvious fentiment that 
infpires us, is the grcatnefe of the Deity 
whom we adore : TUiis commands our re- 
fpe6t and fubmiflion. The thoughts; that 
engage us, concerning his immaculate pu- 
rity and holinefs, will excite our repent- 
ance. The perfuafion of his unbounded 
mercy, will not only encourage us to the 
hopes of pardon, but flrengthen our faith 
and truft in him. 

. There cannot be a better remedy againft 
diftraftion of mind, in the performance of 
religious duties, than, before we fet about 

them, 
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them, to imprint upon our fouls, venerable! 
and folemn notions of the tranfctendent ex- 
cellency of the Almighty Ruler of the uni-^ 
verfe, before whofe throne the Powers of 
Heaven fall proftrate ; to whom all nature i^ 
fubmiffive, and at whofe command the na- 
tions of the earth are either built up, oi* 
pulled down, according to his pleaiure ; 
who either faves or deftroys kingdoms, or 
individuals, that ferve or difpbey nim, with 
the breath of his mouth. If the fenfible 
majefty that furrounds the kings of the 
earth, produce wonderful and furpri(in|f 
jmpreflibns of veneration upon the minos 
of men, how much more ought our fouls, 
bending before him, to be. overawed in the 
prefenee of that vaft fplendour of glory, 
and itnmenfity of greatnefs, which fur- 
rounds the immortal King of Heaven- 

But, while we reflc6t upon the Majefty of 
God, our attention may perhaps be bene- 
fitted, with a recolleftion of our own un- 
Wyorthinefs. In his plrefence, the angels 
thcmfelvcs are as nothing ; yet, when we 
are permitted to implore him for mercies, 
and really do every moment receive them, 
how ought this to produce in us every 
principle of gratitude ? When we refleft, 
that, without his benefits we arc abfolute- 
ly nothing, how ought this to ftimul^te us 
to praife his goodpiefs for what we have,? 
If, from all thefe confiderations, we are in- 
attentive in our addrefles to God, our 
minds muft be grofsly carelefs and inconfi- 
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derate ; we fticw great unconcern for di^ 
vine things, and gre^t irreyera^icc to th^ 
Beft of all Beings. 

Another h?lp to keep alive our atten- 
tion, i$, deliberately before we alk, to cpn- 
fider thofe things which moft spateriall^ 
concern us to folicit. 

We ought to ppndcr on the neceffity^ 
the utiiit)', ^nd tnc excellency^ of every 
thing that we wpvild make the fubjecSt of 
our prayers. If we afl^ the pardon of our 
fip$, would we not be naturally led to a(k 
purlelyes what would become of us, if God 
refufed to iip what we require^, and pu- 
iiiflied us wilii tbat rigour whiph pur tranf- 
greflipns me^ite^ ? I if we afl^ed for his gracQ 
to help ys, and his fpirit tp fan^ify ys, 
would it not be proper for us to enquire, 
how little, from ouf* own weakneffes andj 
imper|e6lions, ^c could ijna^ifted do, to-^ 
words the glory pf Gpd, and pur own fal- 
vation ? In (hort, to create in us attention, 
fo eflential in prayer, wc ought to lay \% 
clown as a rule, never tp bp yiplatpd ; name- 
ly, before we begin pur prayers, to medi-. 
tate, for fome confiderable time, on the 
greatnefs, holipefs, and merc)^ of God ; on 
the heed we have to fplicit his graces ; on 
the excellency of th^ ^ifts he beSows; and 
on our own ujiworth^nefs to receive them. 
iBy thus pxcrcifing purfelves before hand, 
all languor, or diftraftion of fpirit, all the 
chimeras of the head, and wanderings of 
the heart, will be diffipated, and our whole 

lyfteii^ 
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fyftem guilder that degree of compofure and 
attention, as to render us acceptable wof- 
ihippers before Gp^. 

6. FE^VENCy. 

FERVOUR i? to the heart, what attcriT 
tion i3 to the mindf and i$ one of thofc 
qualities which i? highly neceflary to pray? 
§r. But there is this difference bpt^ecii 
fervepcy and attention ; that the latter 
ought alway? to be equal ; whereas, oof 
fervour ougnt ever to fci^ in proportion to 
the neceflity or excellence of ^vh^t ye aik 
from Gpd. For, a^ there are twp kinds of 
favours which we are pcrmittpd to pray foft 
and thefe fiiffcr with r^fpedl to thei^r real 
pxcell^ncy, fp pught our eag^rn^f^ of im-^ 
portunity, to vary witli regard to them. 
The onp kipd are fpiritual gifts, the other 
temporal blclfings. We put into the firft 
rank, the remiflion of our fms ; the graces 
pf the Holy Spirit ; and generally all thofe 
things which concern our duty, when wc 
would pleafp God, and b? faVed by him. 
We put in the fecond clafi?, health, prof- 
perity, peace, deliverance frpm danger, and 
all thole things th^t conduce to make us 
pafs through ^ife conveniently and agreea? 
bly. We are permitted to pray to God, 
for both the one kind and the other of thefe 
bleflings; but it becomes us, more efpecial- 
ly^ to entreat for fpiritual gifts, with all 
inc vehemency and fervour of our hearts ; 

but 
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but it is our duty to folicit temporal blef- 
firigs, with thodcration, and fome de^ee 
ofmodeft diffidence. Becatife, we know 
not whether the laft may be hurtful or ad- 
vantageous to us ; therefore, we ought to 
alk them with lefs importunity, or only 
upon condition, that they may be truly be- 
jYeficial to ourfelves, and others. Chrifl: 
Jefus gives us excellent inftruftion in this 
rtfpea, to •' Alk firft of all the kingdom of 
G6d and his righteoufnefs, and all other 
things Ihall b6 added unto us*." Thus 
Sffuring us of temporal bleffings, upon con- 
dition, that they be not the principal objefts 
df our defn'cs. Great fervency in prayer for 
earthly good things, not only betravs our 
ignorance, but is an infallible proof, that 
we value this more than a future world, 
Htid declares, that we do not inherit real 
Chriftian difpofitions ; for the followers of 
Chrift are not over anxious after earthly 
things, bvt figh after heaven, as the great 
dfej^CT of all thwr fupplications. This too 
M^er may add, that the more vehcmerit our 
prayers' are after the things of the worlds 
the l«fs they are efficacious to draw the at- 
tention of the Almighty. 

But we cannot be too importunate, when 
we alk for divine and Ijpiritual things, for 
oorfelves, or others. To entreat for thefe 
bleffings with coldnefs and negligence, 
ftiews a profane heart, and indicates, that 

we 

• Matth. vL 33* 
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we have but a fmall efteem either for tbe 
Deity we worfhip, or his benefits. This is 
a horrible difpoiidon ; and is the greateft 
excefs of impiety that can be exerciied by 
an impure mind. Nevertheleis, when we 
pray for thefe yaUiable blefllngs with fer- 
vency, and earnefinefs to receive them, it is 
by no means neceilary to work ourjGslves in- 
to extafies and tranfports, beyond what is 
fuited to our natural tempeis. Every ma^ 
may be ferious, if he will, but every one 
cannot bring his fpirit into vehemency, or 
rapture while he prays: This often depends 
on coaditution, and frequently as circum^ 
(lances adminifter occauon. But a man, 
whofe general intentibn is good, and whofc 
mind is, in all other refpe6ls, well-difpofed, 
need not imagine to himfelf, that his fup- 
plicatioiis will not be regarded, becaufe he 
does not experience fuch a warmth of heart, 
and energy of foul, which is beyond every 
thing that he is accuftomed to feel on other 
occ^ions. It is highly prudent to guard, 
agaiqll all enthufiaflic rapture ; but it is al- 
fo neccflary for us to take advantage of eve- 
ry help which may be proper to elevate 
and quicken our devotions : For the warm- 
er our prayers are, they will afford the n>orc 
fatisfaAion, and the ftronger our religious 
imprel£ons are, they will be the more lad- 

3ut, to fubftitute a whining tone of voice, 
inftead of fervency, is always the index of 
a \ow mind, acd founds rank of hypocrily, 

efpccially 
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cfpecially in a public fpeaker. He, who 
addrefTes God as the mouth of an auditory, 
ought certainly to diveft himfelf of all fo- 
norious cant^ and exprefs his fupplications 
with that manly conicqucnce, that may in- 
foire his hearers with a degree of confi- 
<knce, that he expe6ts his prayers for them, 
and himfelf, will be heard. He, who with 
afneaking timidity, fets about his public 
duties, either plainly declares, that he is 
confcious of wanting abilities for the ofBce 
he fills, or thinks the Hearer of Prayer more 
readily liftens to the voice of melancholy, 
than examines and anfwers the prayer, 
burfting from the pure and the honeft 
heart. 



THE CAUSES WHY WE WANT FERVENCY IN 

OUR PRAYERS. 



i/?. St. Paul tells us excellently, that 
** We walk by faith, and not by fight *.'^ 
Hence it is that we fee the generality of the 
world doubting of every thing which is a 
fubjedt of faith. They confider the promifes 
of future rewards, not only as far off, but 
in themfelves obfcure ; but the good things 
of the worldi they fee, they tafte, and relim 
them. They delight their fenfes, they ap- 
prove their utility, they are charmed to 
have in their power the immediate enjoy- 
- ^ ment 

* 2 Corintl^. v. 7. 
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ment of good ; but they neither fee the 
grace of God bcftowed upon his pure wor- 
mippers, nor the glory he confers at death, 
upon thofe who are refolved to enjoy only 
the confolations of Faith. Did we folicit 
the gifts of grace with the fame avidity we 
defire earthly things? Did finners defire 
pardon, and the illumination and affifl* 
ance of the Spirit of God, with the fame 
induftry that they ufe to become rich ? Did 
vindiiSlive perlons exercife their ftrong paf- 
fions and propenfities for divine things, with 
the fame ardour that they do to accom- 
plifli their revenge ? all our prayers would 
be more fervent, and altogether more effi- 
cacious than they are. But the evil is, our 
hearts enflamed, pant after earthly things, 
while our affections, lifelefs, experience a 
frigid languor towards heaven, and its fu- 
ture enjoyments. As our love to the things 
of the world iricreafes, our defires after hea- 
ven are in proportion diminilhed. Could 
the ambitious man reflfe£t upon his folly, 
when he fees the untutored child fmiling at 
his vanity ; could the man of pleafure think, 
when even the child hinders the perpetra- 
tion of his bafe purpofe ; could the mifer 
examine for what he labours, when he 
fees childhood reddening with indignant 
blufhes at his meannefs ; would any argu- 
ments be further neceffary to cotivince them 
of their foohfh purfuits ? Yet, thefe are the 
men whom the world applauds, while the 
pious and fervent woriliipper is lightly 

F efteemed. 
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fifteemed. Perfevere in thy ardour of de- 
votion, thou virtuous philofopher, thy God 
fees thy heart, approves thy condu6t, and 
will reward it. He will not difappoint thy 
hopes, thy efFecStual fervent prayer with hirri 
availeth much : His promifes to thee he 
will accomplifh, and thy fa^ith he will gra- 
tify, with a complete vifion of himfelf, and 
enjoyment of felicity, large as thy wiihes, m 
a better world. 

2dly. Another caufe for our want of fer- 
vency, arifes from the manner we com- 
monly think about death. We remove this 
day of terror far from us, we promife our- 
fclves years of health and happinefs, that 
are yet in referve. We are unwilling to 
difturb our purfuits with any anxious con- 
cern about divine things, till old age arrives, 
when we then imagine we {hall have more 
leifure to ferve God with a becoming com- 
pofure. Having examined our religion, and 
what it promifes fuperficially, although fup- 
ported by the authority of God, having all 
the immutability of his Wifdom and Truth 
for its foundation, we often ralhly dare to 
form notions of our own, which are of- 
ten diredlly oppofite to divine revelation ; 
while, at the fame time, we indulge our- 
felves in carping and doubting at things 
plainly revealed, though we eafily give cre- 
dit to an infinity of things, in their natures 
improbable, though they only are of hu- 
man authority : '1 hefe are frequently the 
caufes of our want of application to, and 

fervency, 
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fervency, in divine things. To thcfe, if we 
add the prejudices acquired in our youth, 
from bad education, the habits we have ac- 
quired, by being always guided by our 
grofler fenfes, and the contagion we have 
eontra<9:ed in our commerce with worldly 
men; thefe are the too obvious caufes, 
which mar our fervency in prayer, and too 
frequently hinder our application to the 
duty altogether. 

That we may therefore enliven our de-» 
votion, and that our prayers may afcend 
up to heaven with an animated fervour, 
we ought, as much as poOlble, to correfl: 
our too earneft deiires after the things of 
this world ;— to confider the difproportion; 
there is between the concerns of this life, 
and thofe of eternity ; — and the impoffibi-^ 
lity there is of our falvation, unlefs we ab- 
ftra6t our minds from the purfuit of vain 
obje6ts. Lajilyy Let us ferioufly, when we 
addrefs God, meditate upon our real wants, 
and entertain a quick fenfe of them, pray- 
ing, as if every occafion was the laft, that 
in time we (hould be permitted to folicit 
him, then fhall we always find a way of 
exprtffing ourfelves with fervency, in fuch 
a manner as to excite, the pity of the A!**: 
mighty. 



ONE efTential more is neceffary, to crown 
with fucccfe our prayers*; and this isiperfe- 

verancc. 
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feverance, " Pray," fays an apoftlc, " with- 
out ceafing ;'* not meaning, that we fhould 
dcfift from all our lawful and neceflary em^ 
ployments, and to be, without intermiflion^ 
exercifed in this duty ; but becaufe he well 
knew, that frequency in the pradtice there* 
of, tended much to the nourifliment, the 
growth, and improvement of all piety, he 
advifes us never to decline our afliduities 
till our petitions are granted : By perfeve- 
ring after this manner, we may be laid to 
pray continually. If God, for wife purpo- 
les, fuch as the trying of our faith, the im- 
proving of the grace of humility in us, or 
to teach us fubmiffion to his will, or to ac- 
cullom us to patience, may not immediate- 
ly appear to anfwer our requefts; yet we 
muft not defpair, or give over our impor- 
tunities ; " Our eyes muft wait upon the 
Lord our God, until he have mercy upon 
us*/' 

Our Saviour has given us a moft diftin- 
guifhed proof of tne powerful efficacy of 
perfeverance. As -f- he travelled through 
the coafts of Tyre and Sidon, an afflidled 
mother, moft tenderly implores his help in 
behalf of her diftrefled daughter. Her cala- 
mity was deplorable, ihe was grievoufly vex- 
ed with a devil. The mother entreats his 
aid, with all the vehemence of importuni- 
ty ; but at firft ftie receives no anfwer. His 
difciples are moved with her cries and tears, 

and 

• 

* Plalm cxxlii, v. 2, f Matth. xv. 21. 
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and become advocates for her with their 
Matter ; but they are anfwered, *' That he 
came only to perform miracles upon the 
loft ftieep of the hoiife of Ifrael/' The 
fond parental affe^ion prevents her from 
defifting from her purpofe, (he cafts herfel^ 
down before him, and does him homage. 
In the anguifh of her fpirit, with tears ine 
entreats, and with great earneftnefs folicits, 
" Lord, help me !'' Her fuit being con- 
trary to the end and defign of his prefent 
miffion, ihe is again denied, with a difcou- 
raging anfwer. She will not be denied ; 
ihe ftiU perfifts^ with a fteady refolution, to 
accomplifti her purpofe* She was convin- 
ced of his power ; Ihe had heard of his 
miracles ; fhe had confidence in his good- 
nefs ; fhe confefles her unworthinefs to re- 
ceive any benefit from him, but warmly fo- 
licits, that, as he was acquainted with a 
mother's tender feelings towards her chil- 
dren ; and her daughter being a fit obje£t 
for his compaffionatc interference, her utu- 
ation being truly lamentable, fhe begged 
and hoped he would not fhut the bowels 
of compaffion againft a poor undeferving 
Canaanite ; but entreated, that, from the 
abundance of that mercy with which the 
Ifraelites were indulged, the fmalleft por- 
tion of kindnefs would be allowed to her 
importunate petition. The mild, the a- 
miable Benefaftor of mankind, who never 
meant to give her fuit the denial, com- 
mejids her faith, does fignal honour to her 

pcrfcvcrance. 
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perfcverance, and gratifies her application, 
by healing her affli£bed daughter. Happy 
mother ! What a noble reward did thy ua- 
wcaried importunity obtain? What a rd- 
fpe£table name haft thou acquired for tliy 
afiiduity ? What a fingular leflbn haft thou 
afforded to us in all ages, not to defift £roni> 
petitioning what things are reafonable and 
needful for us, till we obtain them from 
heaven, as the reward of our perfeverance. 

And. is it not necefiary, that we fhould 
beftow all the time we poffibly can fpare, 
upon fo facred an employment ? Its real 
utility ought to induce us. Againft our in- 
digence, prayer certainly is the beft reme- 
dy. We are wanting in every thing. Eve- 
ry one feels his own deficiencies. Eve- 
ry one is burdened with his own miferies. 
But, in the midft of all this fpiritual pover- 
ty, we have an infallible refource to enrich 
us. Prayer, the grand refuge of the wretch- 
ed, communicates what we ftand in need 
of. Provided we are careful to folicit only 
what is really ufeful, we need but to a(k, 
and to obtain. Does it not therefore con- 
cern our interefts, to apply ourfelves with 
diligence to this profitable exercife ? 

Our prayers, too, are often fo defc6tive, by 
diftradlion, by languor, and other failures, 
that they might rather tend to incenle, than 
to pleafe God, and to obtain his favours. 
This being the cafe, is it not juft and c- 
quitable, that we make every new effort 
to perform our duty to better purpofe. We 
.know- it to be the will of God, that, in all 

our 
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our wants, we iiiould call upon him; 
ihoEuld we not then, by pra(9:ice and perfe* 
verencc, endeavour to confer every re- 
Iti^ance, that militates agamft a cheerful 
obedience. Though God^, for a while, may 
ieem to hide his face from us, and may 
ieem to give no attention to our complaints^ 
we are not to be difcouraged in perfevering^ 
to invoke him to be propitious. His ful- 
>eading of his mercies is no proof of un- 
:indneis ; for, if the bleflings we afk arc 
truly defirable, they certainly are worthy 
our waiting for ; nor can the refufal of a 
bleffing, upon our firft afking, be, with 
any juuice, conftrued into a denial. 

We court, with attention and afliduit}% 
our fuperiors, for the trifling advantages 
they can beftow ia this life. We meet with 
repulfes and denials ; yet, with renewed in- 
duftry, and frefh hopes, we again return to 
weary them with our importunities. We 
furmount every difficulty ; we fubmit to 
affronts tamely ; we attend, with fatigue 
and expence, for years patiently, for things 
of inconfiderable confequence; and, per- 
haps, for all our care and labour, are re- 
warded with difappointment. From whence 
is all this diligent perfeverance; but from 
the value we put upon the things we aim 
at, and the eagerneis of our defires. 

Are the things of this world fo highly to 
be prized, fo obftinately to be purfued ? 
Are the wealthy and powerful among men, 
fo patiently to be folicited, lb unweariedly 

to 
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to be followed, for the little they can, and 
are unwilling to beftow? And are the great 
concerns of ,the future world fo underva- 
lued, that they require neither attention 
nor induftry ? Do we perfevere in our ap- 
plications to men, aha can we fit down in 
difguft, and perhaps in defpair, becaufe 
the Almighty Author of every good and 
perfedt girt, denies our firft and iuperficiai 
application ! If we valued his mercies as 
we ought, and knew their invaluable con- 
fequence, no indifference would hinder our 
perfevering application for them. If we 
efteemed fpiritual bleffings, as wc do tem- 
poral enjoyments, no labour would fatigue, 
no care would diflurb, no fainting nor im- 
patience, would mar our indefatigable ex- 
ertions to obtain them. . 

Convinced, that God only fufpends for 
a time the anfwering of our prayers ; and 
for the purpofe, too, of increafing our vir- 
tues, and of making us more worthy to re* 
ceive his bleffings ; and not becaufe he in- 
tends entirely to refufe and deny us. We 
ought to approach his Augufl Prefence with 
confidence, in the full afTurance, that, when 
our difpofitions are fit to obtain, he will be 
willing to reward, with his belt gifts, our 
unremitting perleverence. 

Such are the efTentials that give efficacy 
to our prayers, and render them accepta* 
ble witn God. While, at the fame time, 
however, we put up our petitions with a 
fleady faith towards God, io mufl they al- 

fo 
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fo afcend, with charity towards all men. 
He that is cruel and unmerciful to a man 
like himfelf, need not expert that God will 
forgive him. And our Saviour teaches us 
this charitable principle in his excellent 
prayer : ** Forgive us our trefpailes, as we 
forgive them who trefpals againft us.'* By 
foliciting heaven, in behalf of others, we 
piouQy acknowledge God to be the univer- 
lal Father, Preferver, and Munificent Bene- 
fadlor, to the whole human race, as well as 
ourfelves; we generoufly exert all the good 
we can to all men, as our brethren, and con- 
fequently bring our minds more and more 
to the noble expanded principle of univer« 
ial benevolence. By praying, even for our 
enemies, we naturally root out of our tem- 

f^ers all the rancour and bitternefs of ma- 
ice, fo inconfiftent witb the amiable Chri- 
ftian difpofitions, which ought to unite man- 
kind in the charitable bonds of focial vir- 
tue and felicity. 

But, added to all, in our addrefles to 
our God, we muft ever be mindful to afk 
all things in the name of Chrift ; for he 
who is our Advocate with the Father, has 
thus commanded us to pray ; and upon 
him, as our all-fufficient facriiice, are our 
hopes of acceptance with the Almighty 
founded. 

Having a moft merciful God, to whom 
we are permitted . to offer up our peti- 
tions ^ a gracious High Prieft to inter- 
cede, Jliat we may be heard, and accep- 

o ted; 
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ted ; " Let us therefore come boldly to 
the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help us in tim? of 
need*/' 



OF THE SEVERAL KINDS OF PRAYER. 

• 

PRAYER, as to its matter, concern^ 
either fpiritual or temporal bleffings. It 
may be diftinguilhcd, either into mental 
iupplication, that is, when we addrefs God 
from our heart only, without the ufe of 
words ; or, into vocal, which is, when we 
utter with our mouths what are the defiree 
of our hearts. 

The feveral kinds, or divifions of Prayer, 
may be diftinguiOied into the following : 
iji^ Ejaculatory. a^. Private, or Clolet. 
3d^, Family. j\tby Public Prayer. 



I. OF EJACULATORY PRAYER. 

Ejaculatory Prayer, is that by which 
a pcrfon pours out his thoughts unto God, 
by a fudden occafional addrefs, whcGt any 
;ood occuring to hi& mind, fuggefts a ve- 
icment defire to be in pofieffion of it : o*, 
when any bad thing prefents itfelf, of which 
his mind is abhorrent, be folicits God to 

prefcrve 

- • * 

* Hcbrev^'s i v, 1 6. 
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prcfcrvc him from it. As circumftanccs re- 
quire, it may either confift in petition, cbrt- 
feiiion^ or thankfgiving. It is not made 
up of many arguments, pleas, or acknow- 
ledgments, as other kinds of prayer gene^ 
rally are ; but contains a fmgle requeft^ in 
one, or, at mod, a few, trannent petitions. 
Thefe fort of prayers, neither confume time, 
nor interrupt bufmefs. They are fudden, 
but ftrong emotions of the heart, accompa* 
nied with great fervour, arifing from things 
clearly and forcibly apprehended. They 
dart from the foul in its ftrength and vi- 
gour, like flalhes of lightning, before the 
vehemence of defire has time to grow weak^ 
or to be diffipated. But they arc not gid- 
dily^ butfcrioufly, to be employed. They 
may be ufed amifs, when we haftily employ 
them as interjeftions of furprife ; or when^ 
from preffing circumftances of diftrefs, we 
pray tor things in their own nature impof- 
fible ; or, when the intrinfic goodnefs of 
the things we folicit, are not proportioned 
to the ftrength of our defircs. 

But when one finds himfelf unawares en- 
tangled with temptation, like the chafte, 
the pious Jofeph, whofe heart recoiled from 
*' Conrimitting great wickednefs, becaufe he 
would not fin againft God*.'' The ejacu- 
latory prayer ; *' Lord, deliver me, by thy 
power, from this evil, and forbid that I 
fliodld commit what my foul would after- 
wards 
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wards abhor," may not only be efficacious in 
drawing down ftrength from heaven to re- 
fift the ihare, but would arm the ifoul wit^ 
r^iblution to guard againft the indulgence; 
of any inordiqate appetite. 

Thofe who are« conVerfant in diyinq 
things, they who are ^ccuftorried tp the fe- 
tret retirements of clbfet-worftiip, will al- 
low that their hearts often foilovy aft e? 
Cod in filent ^equefts, formed atid exprefled 
only in the mind, when it: is incoiiveriieht 
in any other way to pttcr theit petitions, or 
to declare their acknowledgments to the 
Almighty: ASj when ^nexpe^ed deliver-^ 
ance from danger, is granted ;* fuccds in 
any undertaking, is bellowed ; help iq any 
duty, contributed ; mercies and favours un^ 
looked for, have been received. The grate- 
ful mind waits not for times, nor places of 
retirement, to offer thanks; hut. Oil the 
wings of a lively and pious gratitude, the 
foul wafts itfelf to God in ejacu^atory ho- 
mage, and the mod fpeedy expreffions of a 
tributary praife. As cares and anxieties af- 
ter the world, often enter into otir minds 
in our moft ferious moments, and defile the 
purity of our devotions; fo, with the piouS 
man, this kind of prayer often is exercifed 
in fcicret,' and ' gives fiiccefs' toi arid tonfe- 
crates, all his lecular tranfad^ions. 

The Scriptures abound With innumberr 

able examples, how pioiis arid devout mert., 

in the^ times that are part, feafoned their 

callings and employments, that they might 

- not 
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jpiot be fl^t or infipid to jthem, by the prac- 
tice of ejaculatory, as well as the other 
kinds of prayer. Thus did Mofes, the 
friend of God ; thus did Samfon, the ftronj 
defender of Ifrael; io did Jacob, Eliiha, an< 
Jehofophat, exercife themfelves; and, not 
to mention more, the pious Stephen pour- 
. ed but the iftiort ejaculatory fupplication 
for his enemies, " Lord lay not this fin tp 
their 4:liarge ; Lord Jefus receive my fpi- 
rit *V' and, when he had faid this, he 
yielded Kimfelf up into the arms of everlaft- 
ing mercy^ - . . , 

The emcacy of fuch fallies of devotion 
^re* well known, to thofe efpecially wh0 
are acijuainted with the duty of prayei*. 
JBy theie fliort fiipplications, they preface 
their more extended afts of worfhip. By 
thefe, they at all tinics acknowledge the 
providence of God; they mantainadeep 
lenfe of their dependance upon him, on eve- 
ry occafidn^ and in all circumftances; they 
keep alive their faith in the Almighty good- 
hefs, that he is ever ready i;o help and to favc 
them; and, by thefe,' they cultivate thofe 
noble difpofitions, that ever make them, to 
God*s paternal ey ei, fit o|>je£ts of icompaflion, 
and fubje6tS|» that his omnipotent arm will 
fcvcr defend. 
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OF PRIVATE, OR CLOSET PRAYER. 

IF the Great Father of the univerfe, be 
ever difpofed to liften to the cries of the 
neceflitous ; if he be even attentive to the 
fudden but ferious fallies of devotion, that 
burft from our hearts inejaculatory prayer ; 
bow much more may we expeft he will re- 
gard our more deliberate applications tp 
him, in our more fecret and extended a^ 
of worfliip ? Our Saviour enjoins, that, 
" When we pray, we muft enter into our 
clofets^ and, when we have ihut the door, 
pray to our Father who is in fecret, and 
our Father who feeth in fecret, Ihall re^ 
ward us openly/* While we are thus re- 
tired, wc more compofedly confider the 
ftate of our indigence. We unfold, with 
freedom, our hearts ; we pour out our 
fouls to God, in prayer and fupplication, 
without referve. There, we declare our 
wretchednefs to him, who alone is able to 
relieve us. There, we expofe thofe wounds, 
which our modefty hides from the world, 
to him who alone can heal and clofe them 
up. There, wc confefs and refolve againft 
thofc fins, of which we are confeious, and 
for which we dread his puniihments, and 
are comforted with the hopes of pardon. 
Here, we commune with our own hearts 
in the prefcnce of him only who knows 
them, and who by no means commands us 
to divulge to any other, what our own 

relu6lancc 
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relu6lance forbids, and God himfelf per- 
mits us to keep from the eyes of the world. 

How comfortlefs muft their fituation in 
life be, however exalted their ftation, wh() 
fet apart no portion of their time to cou- 
verfe with God, They allow the founds- 
tion of their hope, and truft in his divine 
goodnefe, tp decay. They obftinately re- 
je6^ the mercy of God againft themfelves ; 
and, frx^m the general account of God's 
goodnefs, they build their confidence in 
prefumption and felf-delufion. 

They, who more prudently choofe, ** To 
delight themfelves in the Lord, he grants 
tb«m the defires of their hearts." They 
ojiej^ up to him in the morning, while yet 
their minds are not difturbed with the mul- 
titude ©f intruding thoughts, the willing 
facrifice of prayer and praife. When fo- 
lemn night invites them to repxofe^ again 
they proftrate themfelves before God, and 
implore his mercy, to pardon the offences 
of the day, and entreat that his wifdom 
and his goodnefs would condud: their fu^- 
ture lives. Thus do they, day by day, of- 
fer to the Firft and Laft, to the Greatcft, 
Wifeft, and Beft of all Beings, the firft, laft, 
and beft of their fervices ; and find their 
meditations to be the fovcreign refrelhment 
and real cordial of their fouls. 

When, in our clofets, we arc under the 
infpediion of no eye, but his who is invifi- 
ble, we can then give a loofe to all the fer- 
vour of devotion, without either incurring 

the 
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the blame of hypocrify or oftcntation. It is 
then that no variety of objcAs diftraft our 
attention. We are then lefs apt to be fub- 
jedt to languor, having the liberty of ufing 
our own moughts and expreffioiis^ and of 
giving over, when ftrong and vigorous itn- 
preflions begin to leave us. 

Convinced, that the goodnefs of God is 
univerfaliy bcftowcd on every perlbn, in 
every fituation, and in all circnmftances ; 
who, that knows the fatisfadtions that arifc 
from private prayer, would dcfift from 
pra6lifing fo plealing a duty. It keeps the 
rich always humble ; becaufe they are, by 
their prayers, put in mind of their depen- 
dance upon the univerfal Proprietor or all, 
who difpofes of the good things of this, or 
a future world, as pleafes him beft. It 
is to the poor a continual fource of confo- 
lation : While he pafles through this life, by 
the valley of humility, and is looked down 
upon by thofe in exalted flations, his pa- 
tient eye is lifted up to his God, who is the 
never-failing friend of the diftreffed. He 
difcerns the appeal, and commands meek^ 
eyed contentment to dwell with him, and 
affure him he is travelling to a better inhe- 
ritance. His humble walk becomes the 
path of peace. His refuge is in the Friend 
of mankind, whether his preffures be of 
a fpiritual or temporal kind, whether they 
relate to life, or godlinefs, to time or to 
eternity. His God is, to the broken in 
heart, a rock of refuge. They pour out 

their 
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their forrows into the ear of the Father of 
lights, who fends the halm of comfort, 
which diflipates the melancholy, and dark- 
nefs of their minds, and caules the *'day- 
fpring of gladnefs to vifit them. He is a 
well-ipring of hope to the guilty. By 
prayer, they fecretly flee to the lifin6luary of 
Mercy ; with eager hafte they lay hold of 
the horns of the Altar, and their wounded 
fpirits are revived with the voice of pardon. 
By prayer, the pains of licknefs arc allevia- 
ted ; the fears of death are difpelled ; and 
the delightful profpefts of immortality il- 
luminate the fouL 

Ye pious fouls, who privately converfe 
with God, who know his goodnefs, truft iii 
his mercy, and perform his will, of you 
I a(k, for ye can tell ;— know ye a want 
which he cannot relieve ? Is there a fin 
which he cannot forgive ? Is there a diffi- 
culty or danger from which he cannot 
extricate ? Is there a gift or bleffing, which, 
if we are capable or worthjr to receive, he 
will not beftow ? Your anlwer, I prefume, 
will accord with David's : " 1 have tailed 
and feen that the Lord is good t blefled is 
the man that trufteth in him, O fear the 
Lord, ye his faints : for there is no want 
to them that fear him. They that feek the 
Lord fhall not want any good thing*.'* 
And, with Paul, you declare to your bre- 
thren in the world, to ftimulate them to 

a private 
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private converfe with the Almighty. " My 
God (hall fupply all your wants, according 
to his riches in glory, by Chrift Jelus */' 



OF FAMILY PRAYER. 

EVERY Man, whom the Almighty Fa- 
ther has blefled with a family, ought cer- 
tainly to confider himfelf bound to pro- 
mote their interefts, who are placed under 
his influence and authority. ** He who pro- 
vides not for his own, and efpecially for 
thofc of his own houfe, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worfe than an infidel -f." 

If, while we are careful to provide for 
the temporal wants of all who are placed 
beneath us, we fhew no regard to their 
fpiritual concerns ; we difcover ourfelves to 
be flrangely void of refle6tion ; and altoge- 
ther Jmpious. Not to accuftom them to 
breathe the fpirit and fenfe of religion; not 
to habituate them to the practice of true 
piety ; not to pray with them, and for 
them, at fixed and regular times, fet apart 
for devotion, is to live in their fight, as if 
there was no God to mark and to punifli 
ourconduft. 

What, to youthful innocence, can be 
more cruel, what to our offspring more 
unjuft, as not to endeavour, by good in- 
ftru6tion, by example, and family prayer, to 

provide 

* Philip, iv. 19. + I Tim. v. 8. 
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provide for them a portion in heaven, and, 
by falutary admonitions, to guard them a- 
gainft every thing that may deprive them of 
It. How aMurd is it to accuftom them to ac- 
quire worldly wealth, and to prcferve it with 
a prudent ceconomy, nay, perhaps with de- 
teitable meannefs, while tney are never in- 
formed of that one thing needful, the lay- 
ing up treafure in heaven, which is the le- 
curing of everlafting riches. 

What more forcibly commands regard 
and veneration from children ; what fccures 
efteem, refpe6b, and fidelity, from fervants, 
more cffeftually, than to walk in our houfe 
with a perfe£l heart; to ftimulate them to 
virjtue by our own example, and to light 
the flame of devotion in their hearts, by 
fervent family prayer and thankfgivingi 
By fo doing, the hearts of our youth burn 
within them, warmed with a generous ar»- 
dour for divine things. Their eyes wait 
upon us for inftruftion. Their ears folicit 
our admonitions, tempered with wifdom, 
and ripened by experience. Their hearts 
tremble at our reproofs. Our fervants o- 
bey our commands with delight ; and, if 
they are fufceptible of fine impreflions, they 
will rejoice that they are under the influence 
of our prayers, under the direction of our 

{)rudcnce, and under our roof as an aily- 
lim of heaven. 

Would you therefore have your family ac- 
quainted with the principles of religion from 
their infancy, fet before them the practice 

of 
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of it. Would you have them efteemed for 
theii: honetty, integrity, and piety, let your 
own condu^ be their living monitor. Would 
you )iave them accounted wife, teach them 
THE FEAR OF GOD : This is the firft element 
and beginning of all wifdom. Would you 
wilh for happinefs in your houfe, and fa- 
tisfadtion, refledt on the pleafure a parent 
feels, when his family, along with himfelf^j 
^ith one heart, and one yoice, are implo- 
ring the fame bleffings, expreffing the iame 
thankfulnefs, for mercies already received^ 
find praifmg thg fame God, whq i$ the au- 
thor of evfry good and perfe6t gift. Are 
you at pains to ;nftru6t tnem in all that is 
praife- worthy, remember, that dry precepts 
will pall thei|- minds j but a conftant prac- 
tice, in the path of Chriftian duty, will 
inure them to a6lion, and habit will be- 
gome m them a iecond nature. Do your 
defires for their welfare, fet your thoughts 
upon excurfions beyond the grave j do you 
yviih every one ix\ your imaller fociety, tq 
join the grand aflembly of the fpirits of juft 
jnen made perfp6l, that is on high ; you 
piuft keep alive in them, by frequency iri 
prayer, an animated piety. A confcienti- 
pus difcharge qf family worQijp, creates an 
intenfe and real efteem for virtue ; warms 
and elevates the afFeftions to God in love 
and gratitude ; draws down his beft blef- 
fings upon our offspring, and is a fure me- 
thod to make us daily confole ourfelves, 
that we are of the houfchold of God, and 

iu 
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in due time will be called into his kingdom 
and glory, 

PUBLIC PRAYER. 

ALTHOUGH private and family pray* 
er are excellent means of improving our 
difpofitions, and cherifhing virtue in our- 
lelves and others, and are exercifes highly 
pleafing to God, and that draw down the 
bleflings of heaven; yet every well-thinking 
Chriftian will admit, that great and dil* 
tingtiilhed advantages are derived to mea 
from the practice ot public priayer. 

The Church is the Houl'eofGod; the 
place of his immediate refidence on eartli. 
There it is the Father of all Mercies, when 
he fhowers down upon his earthly children 
any public bleflings, commands and ex- 
perts x\s to make our public acknowledg- 
ments. There it is, that he liberally pro- 
miies to reward all thofe who publicly do 
homage to him, and w^ho declare openly, 
in the face of the world, that they delight 
themfelves in nothing lo much, as in pro- 
moting the glory of God, by regularly at- 
tending religious worfhip, m the places 
conlecrated to the honour of his name. 
*' If two of you,'* fays Chrill, '' Iliall a- 
gree on earth, as touching any thing that 
they (hall afk, it Ihall be done for them 
of my Father who is in heaven. For where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midfl of them *.** 

Now, 

Matth. XYiii. 19, 20. 
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Now, if any two, who are thus pioufly in- 
clined to aik any thing of God, are fo am- 
ply to meet with the accomplifhment of 
their wifhes, how much more may the 
multitude of devout worfhippers expe6l 
that their united prayers will be regard- 
ed. 

In our private houfes, or our clofets, few 
befides ourfelves are benefited with what 
we do. In public worfhip, we give an 
open and decided teftimony of our piety. 
By our example, we influence others to a 
regard to facred and divine things. As in 
war, the bravery and courage of a few, 
have an efFe£t upon the multitude of em- 
battled legions, where it is feen, that the 
gallantry of a6tive leaders, infpires the ar- 
lour of vidlory to every individual, till it 
enflames every rank and every company, 
and courage breathes throughout the nu- 
merous hort; fo the force of example is 
moft efficacioufly felt among thofe who are 
accuftomed to meet together in the houfe 
of God, the ardent flame of piety catches 
from foul to foul. By public prayer, piety 
difplays openly her majeftic charms. Her 
commanding voice is heard amidft the aw- 
ful aflembly of heaven's colle£lcd children. 
Her prayers arife to heaven a mighty cloud 
of incenfe. The individual fparks of pure 
devotion, are united to a noble flame oi ge- 
nerous worfhip. The folemnity of the 
place, the multitude of petitioners, the 
magnitude of the bleflings implored, create 

the 
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the ftrongcft and moft lively impreflions of 
devotion in the mind that poffibly can be 
imagined. The foul is overawed into fe- 
tious contemplation, its faculties are exer- 
cifed in holy and pious refolutions of adhe- 
rence to virtue. Its afFe6lions are ftimu- 
lated, by the devotion of others, to rife to 
fublimity in adoration. The promifes of 
amendment of life and converfation, here 
become more binding, folemn and facred, 
by being made publicly in the fight of God, 
and in the prefence of fo many, and in con- 
cert vi^ith fuch a venerable affemblage of 
devout witneffes. 

In the Church, the beauty of holinefs is 
openly beheld ; there our light (hines con- 
fpicuous before men, and our profeflion of 
Chriftianity, together with our future hopes, 
are openly avowed. There, as good mem- 
bers of the community to which we be- 
long, we folicit the favour of the Almighty, 
in promoting the fpiritual interefts of the 
Church univerfaL There we entreat him 
to avert deferyed judgments from the na- 
tion to which we belong. We there beg 
for bleflings to delcend upon our rulers and 
magiftrates, upon our brethren and fellow 
Chriftians, whether they worfhip according 
to our received opinions, or othferwile. 
Thus, by public worfhip, all denomina- 
tions of men are difciplined to regard the 
general interefts of fociety ; to the love of 
their country; to refpetl magifterial au- 
thority ; to excrcife univcrlai charity ; 

and 
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and to live at peace, and in love with all 
men. 

When fo many hearts and voices are 
employed in the lame devotions, imploring 
the fame bleffings, craving pardon for their 
multiplied tranfgreflions ; may we not be 
convinced, to a moral certainty, that the 
union of lo many congenial petitions, will 
have a powerful efficacy in prevailing with 
God, to beftow upon his people, grace, 
pardon, and mercy. 

Was rehgion forced to find an aflylum in 
folitude; did it feek flielter only in the dens 
and caves of the earth ; did all the powers 
of the world confpire againft its prevalency 
and influence ; was the infolence of vice 
univcrfally authorifed to tread upon the 
neck of virtue ; then would all good order 
in focietv decHne ; the chain of lubordina- 
tion among men would be broken; degene- 
rated into ravages and barbarians, we would 
fwell the torrent of impiety, with the blood 
of the meritorious ; and the inhabitants of 
the world would rulli with rapidity into the 
chambers of deftru6tion and death. 

But religion, with its amiable demean- 
our, publicly overawes the overflowings of 
licentioufnels. She raifes her voice in the 
flreets, and commands the proud to leani 
humility. She chaftifes the immoral, and 
inftrudls them to reverence the Almighty, 
or to dread the confequences of his ven- 
geance. She awakens the unthinking to 
reflection. She infufes into the ignorant 

foul 
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foul the beams of divine light. She gives 
confolation to the affli6ted. She roufes the 
guilty confcience by her reproofs, and in-i 
ftantly the vicious are reclaimed. By her 
authority princes are made juft and pru- 
dent, and fubjedts loyal and obedient. By 
her the facred rights of fociety are preferveci ^ 
and the welfare and happinefs of ftates, fa- 
milies, and individuals, under her divine 
influence, are conftituted and maintainedf 

Admitted into the Church by Baptifm* 
we are certainly blame- worthy, if we ne- 
gle6l all communion with our Chriftian 
brethren^ We then willingly detach our- 
felves, both from Chrift, ais our fpiritual 
head, and his members, which are deno- 
minated his myftical body. Whatever our 
pretentions to piety may be, wc deprive 
ourfelves of the benefits of thofe vital in- 
fluences, and thofe graces which can only 
be imparted to us from Ghrift our head : 
And, " As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itfelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more 
can we, except we abide in Chrift *." 

Whatever be our fituations or circum- 
ftances in life, we ought always to pay a 
folemn regard to public worlhip^ as high- 
ly conducive to cherifh our piety, ana to 
fecure our future hopes. If publicly we do 
not worlhip God, our private devotions 
will decline apace, our profanenefs will 
grow upon us, and our neglect of public 
duties, will to others become contagious. 

I To 

* John XV. 4* 
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To be rcmifs in our attendance in the houfe 
of God, will eventually lead, our children 
to a contempt of religion ; and, when once 
they are immoral, no wonder if theyibe- 
come undutiful. The negle6t will lead 
fen^ants gradually to be gracelefs, faithlcfs, 
and diftioneft. And our carelefsly mifpent 
time at home, upon the day appointed by 
God himfelf, for the purpoles of public 
and private devotion, will pafs away in a 
lethargic dulnefs, void of all fatisfa6lion. 
This ablence, too, from the houfe of pray- 
er, when frequently indulged, will not on- 
ly make us diflike divine tnings themfelves, 
but create a dilefteem for thole who are con- 
fecrated to facrcd offices and employments. 
Since therefore God requires our attend- 
ance m thofe places which are confecrated 
to his fervice ; fmce in his temples we have 
the benefit of hearing his will revealed ; the 
gofpel of falvation preached ; the facraments 
adminiftred ; and our devout petitions ate- 
eepted ; we ought to embrace every op- 
portunity of prefenting ourfelves with the 
people of God, to wormip and honour the 
divine Majefty. From him we receive every ' 
temporal and Ipiritual gift; to him our 
private and public acknowledgments ought 
to afcend. From him we expe6t falvation 
and immortality : Let us therefore endea- 
vour to pleafe him in this life, with his de- 
vout worfhippers, that we may meet with 
acceptance m that life which is to come, ^ 
through Jelus Chrift our Saviour. 

A 



PRAYER, 



FROM THI LXV. PSALM. 



jlXlmighty God, thou alone art worthy 
to be adored ; thou only art holy. In Sion, 
thy confecrated hill, thy praifes were cele- 
brated in the days that are paft. There thy 
faints behold thy glory, and there thy de- 
vout worfhippers performed their vows. 
But thou haft enlarged thy temple to the 
ends of all the earth, and the innumerable 
tribes of thy people offer a pure homage 
unto the moft High. 

2. Thy altars are now beheld in the bo- 
fom of every country ; to thee the fuppli- 
cations of all nations afcend ; and thy ear 
is ever attentive to. the prayers of the necef- 
fitous : therefore, the inhabitants of the 
world, with anxious folicitation, implore 
thy favour. 

3. But I am afhamed to open my mouth 
in thy prefence, becaufe of the iniquities 
which prevail againft me. Confcious guilt 
ought to prevent my entreaties, and may 
juftly ftop the ear of Mercy againft my com- 
plaint. But thou delighteft in him who 
fceks repentance. Let, I befeech thee, thy 

. grace 
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gracp pardon my fin, and thy fpirit purify 
me jFrom all iniquity. Blot out, I pray 
thee, as a cloud, my tranfgreilions, and as 
a thick cloud, the multitude of my of^ 
fences. 

4. Happy are they, who are bleffed with 
the tefti monies of thy favour ; thou giveft 
them the liberty of accefs into thy prelence. 
They approach thee, not as flaves, but as 
phildren. They delight to dwell in thy 
courts, and to behold thy glory. The 
goodnefs of thy houfe fatisfies their fouls. 
The abundant grace, and perfe6t righte* 
oufnefs, which are the ornaments of thy 
holy temple, ever rejoice their fpirits. 

5. Thou art ever propitious to the cries 
of thy afflifted fervants. Thou art the God 
of their falvation, who, by thy juft judge- 
ments, ftrikeft terror into the hearts of 
their enemies. No weapon, formed againil 
the peace of thy people, Ihall profper. 
Throughout the world, aftonifhed nations 
Ihall acknowledge thee, the Omnipotent 
defender of thy children. The inhabitants 
of the uttermoft parts of the earth, and thofe 
who wander on the watery wafte of the 
mighty ocean, put their truft in thee ; and 
thou art ever near to them in the hour of 
danger. No dark browed tempcft can conr 
ceal their perilous fituations from thy all- 
pervading eye. Neither the noife of mighty 
waters, nor the defolating ftorm, can diffi* 
pate their prayers from reaching thy ear ; 

no 
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]rK) diftance of fpaee can fnatch them from 
the protcftion of thy Almighty ariti, 

6. Thou, O God, haft eftablifticd the 
mountains on firm foundations ; they can* 
not be moved, but at thy rebuke. They 
are the ftupenduous monuments of thy 
ftrength ; thou haft girded them with thy 
power. At thy command, they may de- 

{)art, and the hills be removed ; but thy 
oving-kindnefs Ihall not depart from thy 
chofen, nor (hall thy covenant of peace 
be removed from thy people. 

7. At thy reproof, ftorms and tempefts 
are compofed ; by thee, the raging billows 
of the ocean are fubdued ; by the girdle of 
Omnipotence, thou chaineft up his fwell- 
ing waves, that he cannot burft the limits 
of his ancient empire. So thou caufeft the 
wrath of man to praife thee. When diftrac* 
tion feizes tumultuous nations, the invifible 
fprings of thy providence compofe them 
into peace. 

8. When the tokens of thy difpleafurc 
go forth, thy judgments aftonifh the guilty. 
Cauglit by the Iwecping enfigns of thy 
vengeance, or terrified by the tremenduous 
thunder launched from thy hand, the trem- 
bling world turns with horror from thy re,, 
proofs, to learn righteoufnefs, and to mag- 
nify thy power. From the blufhing cham- 
bers of the Eaft, thou ftieddeft the wel- 
come beams of the morning. Thou fhineft 
in the Sun. Mankind are cheered by thee, 
^nd thou openeft to them the extenfive vo- 
lume 
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lijmc of nature, for pious contemplation^ 
But, when the (hadows of the evening ho- 
ver over the earth, the eye of obfervation is 
fbaled in repofe, till thy mercies caufe the 
outgoings of the morning again to rejoice. 

9. Thou, O God, vifiteft the Earth in 
thy bounty, thou refrefheft it with the wa- 
tery ftores of heaven. Thou prepared food 
,for man, and the beafts of the field are 
fuftained by thy providence. 

I o. Thou makcft abundance and plenty 
to defcend from on high. Thou fofteneft 
the thirfty ground with ftiowers, thy clouds 
enriched with bleffings fertilize the parch- 
ed world. Thou animated the vegetative 
kingdom. Thou breathed on the Spring, 
and fragrance is univerfally diffufcd. Thy 
blefling upon nature, caufes gladnefs to per^ 
vade the hearts of thy grateful worfhippers. 

II. The genial Summer, with its gentle 
breezes, whifpcrs thy goodnefs to the atten- 
tive ear. The plenteous harved, crowns 
the promife of the Spring. Thy paths are 
marked with the rich efre6ts of thy boun- 
ty 

\%. The gentle dews of heaven, preg- 
nant with bleffings, drop fatnefs oji the 
padures of the wildernefs. The little hills, 
with gayed verdure clothed, on every fide 
rejoice. 

13. The lofty mountains, furniftied with 
fattening flocks and herds, are joyful. The 
grateful Ihepherds fing ; and patient huf- 
bandmen behold their labours amply crown- 
ed. 



PRAYER I. 71 

cd. They fee, well- pleafed, their plains and 
valleys rich with fruitful crops of waving 
corn. Thefe fpecial or common gifts, O 
God, are thine ; to thee, therefore, let all 
nature lift up the voice of willing praife ; 
and accept, we pray thee, of the pious tri- 
bute of our grateful hearts, through Jeliis 
Chrift our LfOrd. Amen. 



PRAYER, 



FROM THE CXXU PSALM. 



I 



N the hour of diftrcfs and calamity, I 
will lift up my imploring eyes to the eter- 
nal heights, where Jehovah has fixed the 
throne of his glory. 

2. Whither ihall the wretched and mi- 
ferable expeft affiftance, in the hour of ad- 
verfity, but from the compaffionate Father 
of all, whofe complacent tendernefs is ne- 
ver exhaufted ; and who, becaufe he is the 
Maker of the heavens and the earth, kind- 
ly fuftains the works of his own hands, and 
conftitutes the felicity of thofe who fear 
him, and is able and willing to relieve the 
neceflities of thofe who alk him. 

3. I therefore pray thee, O my God, to 
eftablifh my goings, that my feet may not 
be moved from my integrity, and be pleafed 
to guard my way in the paths of righteouf- 
nefs. O thou Almighty keeper, whofe 
ear is ever open to the figh wafted in fe- 
cret, and whofe all-pervading eye is never 
fealed in carelefs llumbers, be gracious to 
me, a forlorn fon of the duft. 

A. I 
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, 4. I iriark, with aflonifhment, in the 
idays that are paft; that thine eye has never 
been unmindful of the calamitous. Thro* 
a multitude of years, thy watchful gilardi* 
anfhip protedied Ifraej[ and his fons. In 
all their generations^ they were condu6ied 
like a flock ; and th^ hand did prdfper them 
in the midft of their enemies. 

.5. Therefore; to the Almighty I flee, 
who is the . rotk of my ftrength ; to thee I 
come, as the tower of my iafety; When 
adverfity beats upon my unfheltered head,. 
I will repofe myfelf under the bannef of 
Jehovah. Thy Omnipotent artn will de- 
fend me againft approaching ddneer : On 
tny ri^ht hand ihall attend the fhield of mf 
falvation; 

6. Neither the fcorchihg heat of the fun; 
iior the baleful influences of the moon; un- 
der thy divine protea:ion, fhall ever injure 
me. The eneiiiy^is open affaiilt by day^ 
Ihall not prfevail ; nor fhall his fecret 
treachery by night, prejudice me. Thoii 
ihalt eflablilh my goings^ while he expe<^s 
my fall; 

7; Thou wilt prefferve riie frotii all evil. 
Teach me then to forgive, from my hearty 
my earthly enemies, and turn them to bet- 
ter fentiments. Let no difpofitions of re- 
venge ever difturb my repofe, fo that their 
malice may thaw into contrition, and their 
refpeft rife, into sidmiration of my inoflfen- 
five character. And^ when the powers of 
darknefs plc$ my deitni^on^ prefi^e my 

k foijlj 
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foul; difappoint their machinations, and, 
by perfecting thy flrength, make my weak- 
ncfs become vi(9:orious over their power. 

&. Diredt me through the dangerous 
voyage of life ; and, when the winter of age 
arrives, conduft me through the dark valley 
of death. Let my body in peace defc^nd 
into the grave, its bed of reft, till the glow- 
ing morning 4y{ immortality ; and let my 
never-dying fpirit afcend unto thee, to en- 
joy the never-ending felicities of thy hea- 
venly kingdom. Amen. 



PRAYER, 



FROM pope's universal. prayer. 
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RE AT Father of all I To thee, the in- 
cenfeof a pure homage afcends, in every age^ 
and throughout all generations : From the 
frozen regions of the North, to the utmofl: 
confines of the Southern world ; the innu- 
merable tribes, of thy children confefs their 
dependency upon thee* To thy Saints thou 
art known by thy great name Jehovah. The 
untutored nations of the world,. by the law 
of nature imprcffed on their minds, acknow- 
ledge thee as the belt of Beings, and a great 
King above all gods. The lage and vene- 
rable fons of contemplation, whofe minds 
are enriched with the fpirit of wiidom, be- 
holding thy magnificent works, worfliip 
thee as Lord over all, and tremble at thy 
hjoly and reverend Name. 

Thou great firft Caufe ! Thou glorious 
and incomprehenfible Being ! What a fmall 
part of thy perfe6tions do I behold ; yet, 
ev«n to my limitted faculties, the benigni- 
ty of thy nature is fo evidently demonltra- 
ted, that all my fenles difccru thy goodnefs 
to he univerfally diftufed. 

Thou 
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Thou has given me ability, in this dark; 
and imperfe6t (late, to diftinguifti what is 
good and praife-worthy, from what is evil 
and pernicious. Thou haft fet life and death 
tefore me ; and, while nature is bound up 
and regelated by general laws, thy induK 
gence has beftowed a freedom of choice 
upon the human wilL 

What, therefore, my confcicnce di£tate$ 
to be done, incline me to purfup with pioqs 
energy, as I value everlafting felicity ; but 
whatever is evil, teach me to avoid with 
abhorrence, that I may not incur thy indig- 
nation, nor fubjcft my felf to future punim^ 
inent. 

Let me enjoy the bleffings of thy provi-. 
dcnce, with prudent ceconomy, in the fpi- 
rit of gratitude. And, as I neither can 
give, nor doft thou require any return for 
Ihy liberality, I blefs thee, that, in receir 
ving the fruits of thy bounty with thank- 
tulnefs, and without abufmg thy gifts, 
t:hou art pleafed to accept, as a dutiful obe« 
dience. 

But, let mf never in thought, prefumt 
to limit to the contra6lcd fpan of this earth^ 
thy inexhauftible goodnel's; for thou art 
Sovereign of the furrounding vifible and in- 
vifible worlds, whofe inhabitants arc upon 
thee alone dependant, and, as well as man^ 
are conftantly partaking of thy diftihguiih* 
^d favours. 

Againft thofp who, differ from me in re* 
Jigious fentiments, let me never dare, v^ith 

a weak 
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^ weak unknowing hand, to launch the 
bolts of vengeance, encroaching on thy 
prerogative; nor uncharitably condemn 
thofe, whom ignorance or prejudice may 
have induced me to deem the enemies of 
the Almighty. 

If, in thy fight, I am a righteous wor-i 
fhipper, 1 implore thy grace to gherilh an4 
to enliven my devotions ; but if, by error, I 
(deviate from the principles of true piety, I 
anxioufly folicit thy pardon ; I entreat en- 
largement to my mind, and inftruftion to 
my heart, that I may fervc thee hereafter 
with acceptance. 

When thy indulgent goodnefs pleafes to 
beftow upon me the blemngs of profperity, 
and to load me with benefits, fave me from 
foolifh pride and arrogant prefumption ; 
and when thy wifdom refufes to give what 
\s unfit for me to receive, affift me to ac- 
quiefce iri thy will, prevent me from all 
pecvifti murmurings, and impious difcoa- 
tentment. 

Teach me, with tender fympathy, to feel 
the woes, and Ihqre the forrows of others, 
and may I ever be difpofed to draw the 
yeil of charity over the tailings of my bre- 
thren ; that mercy and forgivenefs 1 exer- 
cife towards other men, that mercy let thy 
humble worlhippcr find, and that forgive- 
nefs, may he experience from thee. 

Mean though 1 am, O God, yet am I 
not defpicabie; for thou regarded:, with 
p?iternal complacency, thy children, who 

are 
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are quickened with the breath of the Al- 
mighty ; permit me, O though great pre- 
ferver of men^ to afk thy guardianfhip tara^ 
this tranfient life, and to implore thy con- 
folations at the hour of death. 

From thy treafures of plenty, give me of 
that bread which is convenient for me^ and 
let me enjoy the boon in peace with con- 
tentment : All other conuderations under 
the fun, thou knoweft whether they are 
bcft beftowed, or withheld ; and to thy wiU 
1 yield myfelf, with a pious refignation. 

To thee, whofe temple is all fpace, whofe 
altar is the whole earth, whole footftcps 
are feen in the great waters, and whofe 
glory is far above the heavens ; to thee, let 
all exigences, and every being unite in one 
exalted theme of praife, and let the pure 
incenfe of univerfal nature afcend to th^ 
God and Father of all. Amen. 
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PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING, 



FOK. 



god's providencr. 



kJ Thou Eternal and Original Caufc of 
jEiXl things 1 The contemplation of thy all- 
fuperintending providence, makes me draw 
near to thee in the fpirit of thankfgiving. 
When I view the majeftic firmament, re- 
fplendent with thy glory ; when I confider 
tnis earth, enriched with thy bounty ; while 
1 contemplate myfelf, and all other beings; 
prefcrvcd by thy Power, and fuftained by 
thy Munificence, I rejoice, that thou, to 
whom all beings in heaven and in earth 
are obedient, deigned to confider me, an 
unworthy individual, as an objeft of thy 
fpecial care. Every thing above or be- 
neath me ; every thing without or within 
me ; the whole fyftem of wonders that pre- 
fent themfelves to my confideration, pro- 
claim thee the Creator and Preferver of all. 
Omnipotent Architeft of the World ! 
the amazing fabric planned by thy Wif- 
dom, and executed by thy Hand, gives un- 
deniable teftimony that thou art infinitely 

able 
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able to fway, with juftict and ttAitddifi 
the fceptre of the univerfe. Thou prefideff 
over the powers of nature, which are alto- 
gether dependant on thy cotitfouL Alt 
things obey that Voice which Ipoke the 
word, and they were created from no-, 
thing. Like a fmall drop of the dew of 
the morning, or like the duft of the ba- 
lance, is this world in thy prelipnce, which 
thou canft eafily diffipate by the breath of 
thy Power. The inhabitants of the earth 
are as grafshbppers before thee ; and in thy 
hand is the Ipirit of every living thing; 
Thou art the Almighty Guardian of all 
thy creatures; thou art neither flow. to 
hear^ nor impotent to fave. Thou art 
the parent of good, and the difpenfer 
of happinefs to all thy children. Thou 
gaveft us our beingj and thou art con- 
cerned for our well beings How pre- 
cious is thy grace? From thy throne in 
the heavens, thine all-pervading eye in- 
ipedis the immeafurable dominions of thy 
vaft empire. 

I thank thee, O God, that thy family on 
earth, lives not in a fatherlefs and forfaken 
world. Thou, the great Parent of nature, 
doft not abandon thy offspring to chance 
or to fate ; therefore am 1 confident^ that, 
without thy pcrmiflion, no power can in- 
jure, and no evil can approach me. Living 
in the prefence, and under the eye of my 
Almighty Sovereign, his wildom fhall con- 
duct me, his liberali^ ihall iupply my ne- 

ceffities 
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Cfeflities. In the hour of danger, 1 will eri* 
treat thy favour ; thou wilt relieve me in my 
calamity, or give me fortitude to endure it. 
When evils threaten me^ fupport me un- 
der themi When temptations urge me, 
aid me in refilling them. In all my trials, 
animate my hopes, and extinguiih my fears. 
In thee I put my truft ; give me, I pray 
thee, compofure and tranquillity of fpirit. 

In the enjoyment of thy favours, I refleftj 
with Ihame, on the innumerable inftances 
of my ingratitude ; yet, even the enormi- 
ty of thefe, magnifies, O my God, thy un- 
wearied goodnefs and forgivenels. Forget* 
ful of thee, thou haft not caft me off; thy 
paternal eye has ever been watchful for my 
lafety. Thy unceafing compafSon has evef 
been mindful of me, even while I was 
neglectful of myfelf. Often, in purfuit 
of imaginary happinefs, the feaionable 
checks of thy wife fpirit, have often re*- 
claimed my wanderings, and diredled me 
to the fearch of a more fubftantial felicity^ 
Though my heart is conicious of the enor- 
mity of my guilt, thy paternal chaftife- 
ments have always been tempered with 
mercy ; may thy rod ever be endured by 
me with patience and refignation : For I 
am convinced, that, in the end, thou wilt 
dry up my tears ; thou wilt heal my fbr- 
rows, and give me joy and gladnels for 
bitternefs of heart. 

Great God ! and ever-blefled Ruler of the 
world, difpofe my mind to cultivate every 

L pious 
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pious and devout affecElioh. Incline me to 
a life of holinefs here, that I may enjoy a 
life of happinefs forever. Let thy prcfence 
cheer me through the viciffitudes of time, 
and prepare me for the joys of eternity. 
May thy Almighty arm condu£i me through 
the dark valley of death : Befriended by 
infinite goodnefs, 1 fhall then fear no evil. 
Receive me, I pray thee, into the manfions 
of fupreme felicity, in thy eternal kingdomr 
Make me to partake of thy goodnefs, that 
I may ever rejoice in thy prefence; and 
thou, my God, be the never-ceafing object 
of my praifc. Hear, I befeech thee, the 
petitions of thy humble worfliipper, from 
heaven, the habitation of thy glory ; may 
they come before thee with acceptance, 
becaufe I only a(k in the name of Chrift, 
my ever-living Advocate. Amen, 
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tax AN AGED PERSON. 
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OST Holy, and ever blefled Lord God, 
how lliall I draw near to thy prefcnce, 
and with what arguments fhall I, thine 
aged and infirm creature, plead before the 
Almighty. Where no merit is, O let thy 
wretched petitioner be a object of thy com- 
panion. Thou art the Lord of my life; 
the length of my days has been thy gift. 
Thou gaveft me thy prot clion, from my 
infancy, till now ; and thy watchful pro- 
vidences have ever followed me with tender 
regard. 

But what {hall I anfwer the Judge of the 
whole earth ; or how Ihall I conceal my 
tranfgreffions from thy omnifcience : With 
contrition of heart, I acknowledge my (ins ; 
and the evils I have done, make me abhor 
myfelf. A long lucceflion of years have paf- 
fed over my head ; but now the frailties of 
age give warning of ray diffolutioa; the 
meffengers of death are upon their ap- 
proach to pull down this decaying taber- 
nacle of dufl:; and the grave is about to 
Open its devouring moucii to mingle me 

with 
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with the clods of the valley. O my God^^ 
have mercy upon me ; for my flefti trem- 
bleth through fear of thee, and thy judge? 
ments make me afraid. 

Save me, I pray thee, from deftru6|:ion \ 
bend a favourable ear to the weak, but 
earned cries of enfeebled age. I ft^nd up- 
on the awful confines of eternity : O give 
to jny fupplication's voice, my foul for a 

{)rey, for Chrift Jefus' fake, thy well-be- 
oved Son ; pluck me from the all-confum- 
ing flame ©f thy indignation. Spare me, I 
entreat thee ; fpare me, for thine own name's 
fake* 

A broken and a contrite heart thou der 
foileft hot: I will therefore confefs my 
faults before thee. Heavenly father, let 
thy mercy plead for me, and thy love blo^ 
put my iniquities. 

I have finned againft heaven, and before 
thee ; prefumptuoufly againft the inftruc- 
tions of Religion, and the admonitions of 
Confcience. I have repaid thy bounty with 
ingratitude ; thy mercies I have received 
with unthankful nefs ; thy protedbion from 
dangers, I have often abuied with the giddy 
epithet of chance ; and thy Grace often, 
alas ! too often, } have ref ufed with con-ji 
tempt. 

But let not Jehovah rife in the ftrength 
of his wrath, to be avenged on a wretch, 
already blafted with age, or be incenfed ar 
gainft a worm of the duft. No, my God, 
thou ftill waiteft to be gracious ; in thee 

compaflions 
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compaffions flow, and thy patience is inex- 
hauftible. To thee, 1 lift up my foul : O 
let thy goodnefs pardon the offences, which 
my heart io fincercly condemns. 

When 1 review the times that arc paft, 
what do I feel butforrow,in the recolleftion 
of former years ? A youthful feries of follies, 
vanities, and vices ; the precepts of wifdom 
flighted, and religious duties negle£ted,-— 
Through maturer life to this period of in- 
firmity, the multitude of days have multi- 
plied my tranfgreffions. Thou merciful 
Difpenfer of all good, look upon thy hum- 
ble worfhipper with pity ; for my heart is 
overwhelmed within me for the fins that I 
Jiave dorje, Let the tears that bedew this 
^gcd countenance, and the forrows that 
agitate my inward powers, move thy comr 
paffion, and avert thy juft indigation. 

Thanks,, eternal thanks, be afcribed to 
thee, O Father, who, by thy mercies, haft 
redeemed us from death, by thy ever-blcf- 
fed Son, Through him, I yield myfelf to 
thee, as alive from the dead, I rejoice that 
he is able to fave to the uttermoft, all 
thofe who come unto God by him ; feeing 
he ev§r liveth to make interceffion for men. 
j befeech thee, that, when the time of my 
departure is accomplifhed, thou wouldft re- 
ceive me in peace into the manfions of fe- 
licity, that, where Chrift my Saviour is, 
there I may alfo be. I glory in him as the 
Captain of my falvation : I triuqiph in 
Jiirn, my vi6torious Leader, who condu6lsi 

liie 
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me by his Free Spirit. He will change 
me from this body of corruption ; he will 
clothe me with immortality, and appoint 
me a portion amon^ the redeemed. £x« 
Jiaufted with a tnultitude of years, wearied 
and heavy laden, I would reft in the grave. 
Wafted on the wings of Faith, my foul 
anticipates its felicity m the delightful Land 
of Promife. Diredt, I entreat thee, the 
aged monument of thy mercy, by thy Ho- 
Jy Spirit, into that blcfled haven of fecuri-- 
ty. Let thy aged fervant depart in peace ; 
and to thy glory may I fee thy falvationt 
Amen. 



A 



PRAYER, 



GN THE PROSPECT OF DEATH. 



JlLver-blessed Jehovah! Thou art the 
King Eternal, Immortal, Invifible, the on- 
ly wife God, Thou art holy ; thou inha- 
bited the high and exalted praifes of eter- 
nity. Thou only haft exiftence, and every 
divine perfe6lion of thyfelf, and from thefe 
all being is derived. Thou filleft the hea- 
vens and the earth with thy prefence ; thou 
makeft darknefs thy hiding-place, and the 
wings of the wind, thy chariot. Who can, 
by fearching, find out God ? Who can ap- 
proach the fplendour of thy glory ? Or 
who can delcribe the excellencies of thy 
divine Majefty* 

Thou fearcheft the heart, and trieft the 
reins of the children of men. Thou art 
therefore perfectly acquainted with all my 
ways. How then (hall I appear in thy 
fight. Confcious of my iniquities, I am a- 
fhamed to approach tnee ; and clothed in 
confufion, I dread the indignation of the 
moft High. Enter not into judgment with 
me, I entreat thee ; nor let the fins I have 
committed, prevent the exertions of thy 

mercy 
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mercy towards one, who, in contrition of 
heart, acknowledges his tranfgreffioris. 

When 1 review the years that are pafl:^ 
and in how many inftances I have offend- 
ed, by a wilful difobedience to thy holy 
and equitable laws, I reproach myfelr of in- 
gratitude ; and though thou didft not con- 
demn, my own heart confeffes, that the 
punifhments of the Almighty would be 
juftly infli6ted. But unto thee, I direct 
my prayer ; to thee I look up for mercy 
and pardon. Thou art my Father ; thou 
wilt liften to my cry, and be attentive to 
the voice of my fupplication* 

I am thy creature, and thou art my God { 
in thy ear I will pour out my complaint* I 
have, for a multitude of years, been a mo- 
nument of thy mercies ; but I know thou 
wilt bring me to death, and 1 muft foon 
fleep with the generations that are paft : O 
do thou teach me fo to number my days, 
as that I may apply my heart to underftand- 
ing. I have leen my brethren fall at my 
fide, and my acquaintance, without any 
order, drop into the grave. I have beheld 
infancy and age blended alike in the man- 
fions of death : The rich and the poor I 
have feen hurried into the kingdom of for* 
getfulnefs, under the fame deftiny* Am I 
more fecure from this change than my fel* 
low men? No, my God, the warning voice 
has been given to me alfo ; and I blufh, 
while I confefs thy patience inexhauftible^ 
which permitted me to folace myfclf in 

hopes 
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hopes of years in referve, while daily expe- 
rience was proclaiming the troubles and 
uncertainties of human life. Shall the ve- 
nerable group of prophets, and my fathers, 
die ; and fhall I live for ever. Teach me, 
O God, to call off my thoughts from the 
vanities of the world, and an its falfe and 
fading pleafures ; dire6l my mind to feek 
for more permanent, more fubftantial en- 
joyments. Let the one thing needful, be 
my unwearied care ; even the falvation of 
my immortal fpirit. From this great du- 
ty, let no deluuons or allurements ever di- 
vert my attention. Train me up for hea- 
ven, and thyfelf, and let no fedu6tion to 
impiety difqualify my foul for the felicities 
of thy divine prefence. So prepare me for 
death, that when the end and meafure of 
my days are completed, I may with joy, 
and without reludtance, obey the fummons 
of my God. Suftained by thee, I iTiall 
view my end with fortitude ; and endure 
thofe pains that precede my change with 
patience. Even death himfelf fhall be my 
friend, to prepare my body for its bed of 
reft, and to open the eye of my foul, to be- 
hold his face in mercy, who died, that I 
might live, and is alive for evermore. 
^ So teach me, I pray thee, to fpend the 
refidue of my years, that I may review 
them when part, without apprehenfion or 
terror, and look beyond the grave with the 
aflured hope of a life of never-ending feli- 
city; to a reconciled God; to the fmiles of 

U my 
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my evcr-blcffed Saviour ; to a throne of 
Mercy, and not to a tribunal of condemn- 
ing Juftice. Hear, I entreat thee, the 
fupplications of thy worfhipper, from hea- 
ven, the habitation of thy holinefs. 1 afk, 
in the name of Jeius Chrift, my ever- 
blefled Interceflbr. Amen* 



SECRET PRAYER, 



OP A 



PARENT FOR HIS CHILDREN. 



F 



ATHER of Lights, from whom every 
good and perfe6t gift is derived. Thou 
art the wileft and heft of all Beings. Thou 
art the Firft and the Laft ; thy throne is 
fixed for ever, and of thy dominion there 
is no end. 

By the breath of thy mouth, all things 
were created ; by thy providence all things 
are fuftained. Thou .condu6left the whole 
fyftem of nature by thy Power. The inha- 
bitants of the heavens and the earth mag- 
nify thee ; and their beings are univerlally 
fubfervient to thy glory. Thou art abfo- 
lute and independent Sovereign over all, the 
Ancient of days, without the infirmities of 
age. Thy Omnipotence knows no diminu- 
tion ; thy faithfulnefs experiences no change. 
The perfe6lions of thy nature are infinite, 
underived, without beginning, and in con- 
tinuance are eternal, without end or con- 
elufion. Thy goodnefs is univerfally dif- 
fufed; thy loving-kindneis is better than 

life; 
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life: therefore, all the ends of the earth 
worfliip thee, from the rifing to the fetting 
fun. 

Formed by thy hand, and animated by 
the breath of the Almighty, in devotion, 
I would gratefully pour out my foul unto 
God. 

From infancy, to thefe years of maturi^ 
^, thy providential care has been watch- 
rul over me. Though lefs than the leaft 
of all thy mercies; though unworthy of 
any mark of thy regard ; yet thy compaf- 
fion has refVed upon me every morning; 
thy faithfulnefs every night. Thou haft 
opened the treafures of thy bounty, and fecj 
pie with parental tendernefs. Through 
the perilous periods of youth, thy arm was 
my Ihield. While thoufands fell in death^ 
my inferiors in years, thy mercy was not 
withdrawn in the hour of danger. To 
thee, . I afcribe the mod fmcere praife for 
lall thy favours, O thou moft indulgent 
Benefa£lor. The innumerable inftanccs 
I have experienced of thy unwearied pa- 
tience and liberality, induce me humbly to 
hope for future bleflings from thy incx- 
hauftible goodnefs. Thou haft enriched 
me with an offspring ; their welfare thou 
haft conne6ted with my felicity ; thou haft 
endued me with tender and affectionate 
parental fympathies. Thefe, O my God, 
^re thy gifts ; blefs me in the enjoyment of 
them. Let a fon of the duft plead before 
the Father of the univerfc, in behalf of his 

children. 
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children. Permit them, O Preferver of 
Men, to live before thee. 

But I breathe not the fpirit of anxiety 
for them, for the bleffings of time alone ; 
my concern for their happinefs reaches be- 
yond the grave. My affedtion for them 
carries me to eternity's future hopes. Se^- 
fon their tender minds with thy divine 
grace. May inftru6lion reft upon their 
youthful years, like the rcfrefhing dew of 
the morning. Enlighten their underiland- 
ings, that they may e^rly remember thee, 
their Creator, and learn to fear and wor- 
fhip thee in truth and fmcerity. Incline 
them, I entreat thee, to refill Satan and his 
fnares; the world, and its vain allure- 
ments ; fenfual appetites, and their fatal 
confequences, that they may be amiable 
and innocent in their lives, and happy at 
the hour pf death. 

If thou art pleafed to beftow upon them 
profperity, grant them inclinations to tem- 
perence and moderation, that they may 
not abufe thy gifts* In adverfe circum- 
(lances, give them patience and refigna* 
tion. May they never be urged, either by 
neceffity or inclination, to ule any fraudu- 
lent expedient to procure dilhoncft fub- 
fiftcnce, at the expence of integrity and 
virtue ; but may they ferve thee faithfully, 
and promote the interefls of true Religion, 
in every capacity to which thy providence 
may affign them. Difpofe, I pray thee, of 
their lives to thy glory. May their difpo- 

fitions 
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fitions be humane and charitable. Their 
fpirits, without oftentation, pious and de- 
vout. At the end of their days, may they 
inherit the portion of thy children. 

Before the winter of age begins to im- 
pair my ftrength; ere ficknefs and infirmi^* 
ty give prefage of my diflblution, and be- 
fore I mmgle on the bed of death, with the 
duft of my forefathers ; may I fee my chil- 
dren purfuing the paths of the righteous, 
that 1 may enjoy the hope that their end 
will in be peace, through Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 



PRAYER, 



f OR TH^E 



FATHER OF A FAMILY. 



o 



Lord God Almighty ! Thou art the Su- 
preme Ruler of all things, in the heavens 
above, and in this world. The inhabitants 
of the earth are as nothing, or like the 
fmall duft in the balance, in comparifon of 
thy greatnefs. Thy Majefty is incompre- 
henfible ; thy excellencies inexpreflible ; 
nor can any eye behold the fplendour of 
thy glory. Yet, though thy perfe£lions are 
infinite, and thy Power and Authority over 
all, be irrefiftible, yet thou exercifeft over 
thy creatures the mod tender care, and thy 
bountiful hand is ever extended in a6ls of 
beneficence. 

The gods, which depraved nations wor- 
fhip, are vanity. Like their blind vota- 
ries, they have eyes, but fee not the mife- 
ries of the affli£led ; they have ears, that 
are not open to the complamts of the dif- 
treffed. 

But thou art God, and there is none elfe 
befides thee. Thou art the only true, and 

proper 
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proper objc6l of all religious worfhip. TTiine 
eye pervades univerfal nature. Thou be- 
holdeft the paft as prefent, and the future as 
paft. Thou knoweft our thoughts, while 
they are but enribryos in our own bofoms. 
The evil and the good are continually un- 
der the infpe6tion of our God ; but fuch is 
thy aftonilhing impartiality, that thy fun 
Ihines, and thy rains defcend alike upon 
the juft and the unjuft. Thy ear is ever 
attentive to the fupplications of the mifer- 
able. Thou knoweft the language of the 
figh wafted to thee in fecret. Thou canft 
conftrue the groan of inexprefiible forrow, 
burfting from the bitternefs of a broken 
heart. Thou heareft, with complacency, 
the vows of the penitent. Thou openeft 
thy paternal arms of mercy to the difcon- 
folate foul, weeping over its oiFences. Thou 
relieveft the languiihing captive, from the 
bondage of fm and of death. Thou bindeft 
up the broken in heart, giving the oil of 
gladnefs for the fpirit of fadnefs. Who 
would not magnify and adore thy name. 
Unwife and unhappy are they who delight 
not to exercile themfelves daily in ap- 
proaching thee with a pure homage, to 
purify their minds in the prefence of the 
Father of Lights, and to refrefh their 
panting and thirfty fouls at the fountain of 
all Goodnefs. 

Deeply impreffed with a lively fenfe of 
the amazing benignity of thy nature, what- 
ever oihers may do, I, and my houfe, are 

refolved 
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irefolved to ferve thee through \ih^ that 
we ever may enjoy the confolations of our 
Oodk May none of the vanities of humaa 
life, ever prevent us from perievering fted-^ 
faftly in this our pious determination ; and 
inay the God of all Grace ever be propi-^ 
tfious to our humble endeavours; 

Thy hands did fafhion us for thy glory ; 
thou didft breathe into us our imihortal 
ipirits, that we mi^ht live to thy praifd^* 
Thy bountiful providence has ever, by a 
liberality beyond our deferts, fupplied our 
neceffities* Beyond our prayers, iurpafling 
our deiires, thou haft enlarged our blei^ 
fings, and averted our dangers. Add to 
all thy gifts, we entreat thee, the fpirit of 
thankfulnefs, that we may offer up to thee^ 
from pure hearts, the tribute of a fincert 
gratitude. 

But, in the recolle£l:ion and recital of 
the manifold favours thou haft beftowed 
upon us, our hearts bear teftimony of the 
many unworthy returns we have made to 
the moft indulgent of all Benefa6tor9. In 
what hour of our lives, in thoughts, in. 
words, or by our a6tions, have we not 
been guilty of innumerable offences. We 
have often omitted the duties which with 
alacrity we ought to have performed; 
and we have committed thofe fins with 
avidity which we ought to have avoided 
with abhorrence. Enter not into judge- 
ment with us, or we perifh forever, be- 
caufe of iniquit]^. Humbled ynder the 

K fenfe 
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fcnfe of out fins, for the lake of thy ever- 
blefled Son, abfolve us, that we may live 
through thy mercy. 

During the remainder of our lives, may 
we embrace every opportunity of doing 
good, and (hun, with a zealous folicitude, 
every appearance of evil. But fhould any 
of us, through frailty or inadvertency, 
•deviate from any of thy pure laws, reclaim 
fpeedily our wanderings, that our vices 
may not become habitual. And, becaufe 
we arc duft, have pity upon us, and pardon 
the fins of our ignorance or weaknels. 

Becauic we arc men, we do not expcft 
to be cxcufcd from trials or difficulties; 
teach us, we pray thee, to endure them 
with fortitude, and implicitly to fubmit to 
thy chaltifements, whether they be for the 
puniiliment of fin, or for the increal'e of 
virtue. Whatever affli6lions or croffes we 
may be called in our lives to undergo, we 
befeech thee to temper our correflions with 
pity, and exercife thy rod in mercy. 

1 thank thee, O God, that, while thou 
haft given me the affe6tions of a parent 
towards my family, thou haft beftowcd the 
fortitude of a Chriftian, to pray to thee, 
that if any of my offspring ftiall ever be in- 
clined to be difobedient to thy laws, or re-^ 
gardlefs of the pious inftr unions of their 
youth, that thou wouldft rather glorify 
thyfelf by their early deaths, than to pro- 
tra6t their lives to be the fcrvants of fin. 

Incline 



/ 
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Incline us all to admire the chara6ler^ 
and to imitate the bleifed example fullain- 
cd by Chrifl Jefus while he was upon earth. 
May we cultivate in our lives, thofe virtues 
his precepts fo warmly recommended, and 
incline us to adhere to the duties which he 
invariably purfued in his own pra6tice ; 
that, aiming at his divine cxcUcncies, we 
may approve ourfelves to be in reality his 
difciples, and, by his merits, be admitted 
into that incorruptible, and never-fading 
inheritance, that, by his blood, he pur- 
chafed for his faithful followers. Amen. 
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xiiHGHTY FathseI In thee all things 
live, and move, and have their being. 
Thou art my Creator, and I am refolved to 
remember thee in the days of my youth, 
and to ferve thee with a pure heart while I 
live. 

Thou had commanded me to worfhip 
thee in fpirit and in truth. Lord incline 
me to be obedient to thee in all holinefs 
and godly converfation ; and by thy holy 
word and fpirit make me wife unto falva« 
tion. 

I know that I was born a fmner, and I 
feel myfelf too often inclined to commit 
iniquity ; but enable me, O Lord, fmcerely 
to repent of my fins, to delight myfelf in 
my God, and to poifefs a lively faith in 
Chriftjefus. 

May the example of my Blcfled Saviour, 
influence me to live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly, that I may always be without 
offence towards thee my God, and towards 

men. 



men* In all my ways tnay I approve my^ 
ielf his fdithful difciple^ and praaife what<« 
ever is praife- worthy^ till^ at the end of 
my days, I am admitted into thy gloriout 
fcingdona^^ 

I thank thee, O Lord, that thou haft 
bleffed me with indulgent and pioud pa« 
rents, whofe anxious concern is to train 
me up to diy fear ; tad to inftrtt6fc me iit 
my real interefts, in the life that now is« and 
in tiiat to come. Let thy laws, and theit 
precepts, be fo fealed upon my mind^ as 
that 1 may always be affraid to c^end theet 
or dilhonour them. Neither may the ex- 
ample of the vicious, nor the pleaiures that 
miilead the fenfual to their defl:ru<9:ion, be 
ever able to infe6b or feduce me from what 
is good. But, like the great Teacher of 
Righteoufnefs, and perfcft pattern of vir- 
tue, Chrift Jefus, may I endeavour to be 
obedient to thee my heavenly Sovereign, 
and to a6t refpe^ifuUy, courteoufly, and 
charitably to all men. 

While I magnify thy goodnefs, cxcr- 
cifed towards me in times paft, limplore 
thy future affiilance in guiding me into all 
the ufeful learning I ought ftill to be ftudi- 
ous to acquire. Let not the fms and in- 
firmities of my youth prevent thy merciful 
aid from being difplayed to thy fervant, 
who, with humble fupplication, entreats 
the pardon of all his offences. Lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon me, and 
put gladnels into my heart. Let thy con- 

folations 
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folations be my ftrength, and rejoicing 
through life, and at the hour of death. 

Be gracious to all my friends and rela- 
tions; do them good according to their 
neceffities. Reward my benefadiors, and 
forgive my enemies; and help me, from 
my hearty to forgive them alfo. 

Magnify thy power in making me an ufe- 
fill member of fociety, in whatever ftation 
thy Providence may place me. Guide me 
through life by thy counfel ; and make me 
an mftrument of toy Glory^ through Jefqs 
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PRAYER, 



FROM THE CXlYi PSALM. 



I 



NEXHAUSTIBLE Source of all Pcrfec- 
tion ! Thou great Immortal King of Hea- 
ven ! I will exalt thy ever-gloriouns name ; 
and my grateful fpirit (hall praife thee for 
ever. 

2. Every day is fignalized by new expref- 
fions of thy goodnefs; therefore, in the 
morning, will I magnify thee, and every 
evening Ihall witnefs my willing homage, 
while I pour out the thankful tribute of a 
pure heart into thy attentive ear. 

3. Thou art inconceivably great; thy 
dominion is unbounded and everlafting ; 
thou alone art worthy of all praife ; thy 
perfedions are infinite, and thy ways un- 
learchable. 

4. The immenfity of the heavens cannot 
contain thee : the earth is but the footftool 
of thy Omnipotence; thy fovereignty is 
univerfal. The multitude of generations 
ftiall praife thy ftupenduous works, and 
declare to the aftonilhed world the opera- 
tions of thy Power, and the unwearied ex- 
ertions of thy Mercy. 

5. Juftice 
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5. Jufticc and judgment are the habita^ 
tions of thy throne. Thou art glorious in 
honour; thy Majefty is awful and vene- 
rable. Thou art a rock of refuge to thy 
people ; but thy wonderous works exceed 
their moft elevated praifes. 

6. Men fhall declare the fingular diftri- 
butions of thy providence ; thy Saints de* 
light to contemplate the continual effu* 
fions of thy bounty ; and thy enemies, 
though unmindful of thy favour, tremble 
at the terrible a6b of thy vengeance^ 

7. AU nations ihall preferve the memoir 
rials of thy great Gooonefs ; they fhall a* 
bundantly utter what thou haft done in 
the earth for their felicity and thine own 
glory. Thy loving- kindnefles {hall be had 
ip «verlafting remembrance; but, while 
they commemorate thy Munificence, they 
ihall revere thy inflexible and impartial 
Juftice, and learn to imitate thy Righte< 
Qufnefs. 

8. Thou, O Lord, art infinitely graci-^* 
ous to all thy pious worfhippers ; thou art 
full of compaflion to the neceffitous; a- 

;ainfl thofe who have offended, thou art 
low to anger, and ready to forgive ; and 

to thofe who feek thee, thou art plenteous 

in mercy. 

9. All thy creatures enjoy the fruits of 
thy indulgent care and unbounded liber* 
ality; and thy paternal tendernefs is evi- 
dent in all thy works. 

to Great 
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10. Great Architca of the World! by 
whom the harmony of the univerfe is 
maintained, the voice of nature is heard, 
proclaiming to thy attentive worfhippers 
the beauties of thy kingdom, and the ex- 
cellencies of thy Majefty ; while all thy 
faints, in joyful acclamations, magnify thy 
glorious Name. 

11. They fhall declare thy Greatnefsj 
they fhall extol the magnificence of thy 
Sovereignty ; for thou haft prepared thy 
throne in the heavens, and the innumer- 
able hofts of thy children admire the ftu^ 
pendous eflicacy of thy power. 

12. While thy paternal looks difiuf^ 
gladnefs through tne creation, let man- 
kind ever enjoy the demonftrations of thy 

'complacency, incline us to yield ourfelvcs 
thy willing fubjedts, under thy divine go- 
vernment ; and may we ever rejoice, under 
the protection of fo companionate and 
Mighty a Potentate. 

I J. The thrones, O God, of mortal 
princes, like themfelves, crumble to the 
earth ; the fplendour of their crowns fud-^ 
denly falls into decay ; but the glory of thy 
Kingdom, is like thyfelf. Immortal; thy 
counfds are uniform and unchangeable ; 
thy dominion endureth for ever. 

1 4. Great Sovereign of all ! Thou know- 
eft the wants of thy children ; thou raifeft 
up the wretched that are fallen to the 
earth ; thou giveft ftrength to the weak, 
and Iheweft mercy to the miferable; thou 

o comforteft 
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comforted all that mourn ; and beftoweft 
fongs of confolation on fouls that are bow* 
ed down with forrow. 

15. & 1 6. The imploring eyes of all thy 
creatures, wait upon thee ; the food they 
folicit, they receive from thy liberal hand ; 
while thou anfwereft them, thine own di- 
vine will is accomplilhed, and thy ever- 
lafting mercy is every where beheld. 

1 7. Righteous art thou, O God, in all 
the difpenfations, of thy providence ; all 
thy ways are perfedl: ; the afls of thy go- 
vernment are juft and equitable ; thou art 
holy in all thy works. 

1 8. Thou art acquainted with the fufFer- 
ings of thy lervants ; thou heareft their 
prayers, when they call upon thee in fin- 
cerity ; no cloud of adverfity can conceal 
them from thy view ; thou art ever nigh 
to them, ever within reach to hear their 
fupplications, and to help them in the hour 
of their calamity. 

19. Thou fulfilleft the defire of thofe 
who fear thee ; from the meek, thy mercy 
is never removed ; thou heareft the fuppli- 
cations of thy people, and faveft them from 
affliftions, that would overwhelm or an* 
noy them. 

20. All thofe that love thee, thy Mercy 
will preferve, and thy Goodnefs will re- 
ward ; but the wicked fhall be deftroycd 
By thy power, and their memorial fhall 
perilh for ever. 

21. Incline 
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2 1 • Incline our hearts eVer to meditate on 
thee, O God, and let our mouths ever 
praife thy Goodnefs. Let thy mercy par- 
don what was amifs in our bypaft lives, 
and thy Wifdom dire6t our future condu6t, 
that, at the hour of our deaths, we may 
be received into thy heavenly Kingdom ; 
and may all the inhabitants of the world, 
throughout all generations, magnify thy 
holy Name, for ever and ever, through 
Jefijs Chrift our Lord. Amen* 
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fRAYER, 

COMMUNICANT, 

^EFOILE HE GOES TO THE SACRAMENT* 



VJtRE AT Parent of the univerfe ! and in- 
cxhauftiblc Scource of all Perfe6tion ! with 
what fentiments of love and gratitude, fhall 
I approach the footftool of thy glory! 
Thou art the High and Holy One, who 
art worftiippcd in celeftial Manfions, by 
the fublime ai\d elevated drains of the An- 
gelic hofts ; whofe chief and only felicity, 
confifts in magnifying the wonders of thy 
infinite and aftonifhing Grace. Supreme 
fountain of incxpreflible Gpodnefel how 
fhall I find language to exprcfs the grati- 
tude I owe to tbp ever-blefled Father of all 
Mercies, who condefcends to lend the ear, 
of attention, to the humblp voice of ho- 
mage, that flows from a he^rt imprefied 
>vith thankful acknowledgement of pious 
(duty, and confc^ous obligation. 

w hilc as yet my offences, as a dark cloud, 
frown upon my former condudt, and while 
the tears of repentance, yet demonftrate a 
heart fenfible or its pofTeflion of fecret faults, 
i, who am dufl and afhes, am invited, even 

m 
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in the midft of my forrows, to join myfclf 
with the aflembly of thy faints, and to par- 
take of the portion or thy children. If I 
am unworthy to draw near to the facred 
prefence of the Almighty, agreeable to the 
jnftitution of Chrift ; if, in the examination 
of myfelf, any falfe idea of felf- approbation 
has induced me to be raih and prefump- 
tupus, pardon me, O thou ever mercirul 
Judge, upon accoupt of my anxiety for 
eternal falvation, through the merits of 
thy ever blefled Son. 

Moft mercifuf'Xjrod, with fhame, I re* 
member my former life and condition, and 
I mourn over it ; but with joy I rcfleft up- 
pn thy pity and compaffion, that did not 
forfakie me ; and I blefs thy merciful dif- 
penfations, that I was not cut off in the 
midft of my iniquities. Pardon, O moft 
.racious God, what is paft ; renew a right 
[pirit within me ; quicken my xeal in thy 
purefervice; reconcile metothyfelf; and 
wnite me to Chrift Jefus, by Faith, and a 
principle of holinefs of life, and by a con- 
verfation fuitable to the gofpel. Then ihall 
I receive with joy the tokens of peace at 
thy facred table, delighting myfelf in the 
promifes of God, and drawing n^ar to thee 
as my Comforter, my Friend; and ever- 
bleffed Father. ?: 

Thou wilt not reje6i:, '^r unworthy of 
thy favour, a worm of the duft, who im- 
plores thy grace, and ktlsdh the death of 
thy Son, pardon of fin, falvation, and eter- 
nal 
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nal life. At this, and at all other times^ 
let my heart and afFe6tions ever be devoted 
to thee as my Supreme Good. Under the 
influence of an humble and fincere repent* 
ance, be pleafed to ftretch forth to me thy 
fceptre of mercy, that my foul may live. 
Give not, I pfay thee, to thy humble vvor- 
Ihipper, the bread of affliction, inftead of 
the Dread of life, which came down from 
heaven. Thou wilt not da(h in pieces, 
with the rod of thy wrath, the wretch who 
is importunate for mercy, at the altar of 
God. Whom have I in the heavens, but 
thee ; who, or what is there upon the eartli 
that I defire befides thee. As the hart pant* 
eth after the refrefhing ftream, fo tnirfts 
my foul for the confolations of God. 

In thy flrength, I will take the cup of 
falvation, and pay my vows to the mod 
High. Thou wilt increafc my faith, to 
the end, that I may receive Chrift Jefus as 
the facrifice of God, who expiates the fins 
of the world. When I receive into my 
hands thefe facred fymbols of his broken 
body and fhed blood, I will indulge my 
foul with the tranfporting memorials and 
pledges of thy paternal love. I will hum- 
ble mvfelf with the confideration of my 
own demerits, and elevate my fpirit with 
thofe lively hopes, that the Almighty Fa- 
ther of all, will deny no favour of mercy 
to the inconceivable merits, and the earnefl; 
interceflion of his ever-bleffcd Son, 

Aflifl: 
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Affift me, O God, by thy evcr-bleffed Spi- 
rit, to humble and to prepare myfelf for this 
feaft of love. Make me day by day more 
holy, and lefs blameable in tny nght. May 
the blefled Saviour of men dwell in my 
heart, by a lively faith, and abide in my 
fpirit, while I remain in the flefh; that I 
may love thee^ my God, in fmcerity ; ferve 
thee with a holy reverence ; and confide in 
thee for protc6lion, till thou art pleafed to 
call me from the lower to thy upper tem- 
ple in Heaven. 

To thee, O my Father, I look up for 
affiftance, in the performance of this, and 
every other duty. Blefs and direft thy 
humble worfhipper, by thy holy Spirit of 
Wifdom. To thy fervice, which is perfe6l 
freedom, I dedicate myfelf a living lacrifice, 
to thy honour and glory, in the hopes of 
eternal joy and felicity. I would adore 
thee for ever as my God ; I would receive 
Chrift Jefus, as my Redeemer ; the Holy 
Ghoft, as my guide and comforter. Thy 
Word I joyfully accept as the rule of my 
life, according to thy promifes ; accept of 
thy fervant at the hour of Death, through 
Jefus Chrift, our once crucified, but now 
exalted Saviour. Amen. 



A 

PRAYER AN© THANKSGIVING, 

6F A 

COMMUNICANT, 

VHtH H^ QQMfSl FHOM KEQBIVIVQ THE SACRAMENT. 



v-/ Lord, my God, to thee I lift up my 
foul ; for thou halt comforted and refrcfh* 
cd my fpirit. Thou haft difpenfed to me 
the gifts of thy Grace ; thou haft rejoiced 
my heart with the teftimonies of thy love. 
How delightful are the confolations of thy 
Houfe! How excellent the effc6ls of thy 
bounty at thy facred Table ! Confcious of 
my demerits, with ftiame I prefented my- 
felf to the King of Heaven. But thou iart 
rich in mercy, and I was admitted among 
thy frie;ads. Thou didft not frown upon 
me as an unworthy gueft, nor put me to 
confufion as an enemy; but, as a father 
pitieth his children, fo didft thou diffipate 
my fears, and gaveft me the good portion 
of thy Family. I am fenfible, that, not 
from any virtue in me, but becaufe thy 
compaffions fail not, I have been welcome 
to thy divine prefence. Such is the benig- 
nity of thy nature, that thou delighteft to 
£hew mercy to the moft unworthy. Thou 

givcft 
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giveft confolation to the moiirnitig foul, 
and pardon to the penitent Ipirit. With 
fear and trembhng, I did implore thy di* 
vine favour ; and thou haft dealt bounti- 
fully with me ; thou haft given me to hope 
for pardon and peace ; thou haft ftievvn me 
the riches of thy grace, and given me the 
pledges of .thy glory. 

Having received the Lord Jefus, may I 
walk in him, having a converfation fuitable 
to the Gofpel. May I henceforth ac- 
count all things vanity, when compared 
with the excellency of thy cfteem. May 
1 bear about with me continually the 
dying of the Lord Jefus, fo that the 
life of Chrift may be manifefted in my 
mortal body, that my immortal fpirit 
may ever rejoice in him. Let this day's 
dedication be indeKbly imprcffed upon my 
mind. Strengthen my Faith, and give me 
a fteady zeal tor thy lervice, that I may fe- 
curely truft in thy promifes, and in the 
end, rejoice in the falvation of God. 

As, by the death of the ever-blefled 
Jefus, I am taught to mortify every vain 
thought, and fenfual appetite ; may I, by 
a renewed life, be conformed to him in his 
refurredlion. As he is now afcended to the 
manfions of glory, may my heart, with all 
its affedlions, be elevated to him in heaven, 
where he is gone to prepare immortal 
thrones for his faithful rollowers. While 
I remain in this thy lower temple, may I 
be pious, without the fmalleft taint of en- 

p thufiafm ; 
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thufiafm ; ferious without hypocrify ; cha- 
ritable without oftentation Under thy 
chaftifements, may I be oatient, humble, 
and refigned. In the midfl: of temptations, 
give me fortitude and ftrength to rcfift 
them, as a Chrillian. In my tranfa6iions 
among men, may I iteadily maintain ftridt 
Juftice, and an uncorrupted Re6titude. 

Let the merits of that ever-bleffed Savi- 
our, whofe death I have juft commemo- 
rated, ^tone for all my frailties and fai- 
lings, not only in my preparations for this 
Sacrament, but in the performance of the 
duties enjoined by him. Into the arms of 
Omnipotence, I rcfign myfelf ; forbid, O 
God, that I fhould perifli. In Chrift Je- 
fus I truft for eternal lalvation ; becaufe he 
ever liveth to make interceflion for his peo- 
ple ; and, through the happy influences of 
the Holy Spirit, I hope to be taught the 
paths of righteoufnefs, and at laft to attain 
to everlafting life. Amen. 
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PRAYER, 



FOR A SERVANT. 



A: 



XMIGHTY and everlafting God ! Great 
Lord and Wife Governor or the World ! 
who haft prepared thy throne in the hea- 
vens, and whofe kingdom ruleth over all ; 
I, the meaneft of all thy fervants, prefent 
myfelf before thy awful Majefty, humbly 
to thank thee for thy great goodnefs. Thou, 
O God, defpifeft not the weakeft of thy 
children ; created by thy Power, thou pre- 
ferveft me by thy Bounty ; thou haft ever 
conducted me by thy Wifdom ; in all my 
troubles, thou haft been my deliverer, the 
God of my Salvation, and the high tower of 
my hope and fecurity. Though a fervant to 
others, I repine not at the dilpenfations of 
thy Providence. I would rather thank thy 
goocinefs, that, being redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of Chrift Jefus, I am freed 
from the dreadful bondage of fin and 
death, and rejoice to find, that thy fervice 
is perfect freedom. Born of Chriftian pa- 
rents, received into thy Church by Baptifm, 
and guided by the light of. the Goipel, I 
exult in the hopes of eternal life. Forbid, 

O 
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O God, that the meannefs of my con- 
dition Ihould ever enfnare me into envy or 
difcontent, into deceit or covetoufnefs. But 
be pleafed to grant tp thy humble wor- 
Ihiffper, truth and faithfulncfs, modefty, 
chaftity, humility, and a contented fpirit 
of mecknefs. May 1 ever be inclined to 
adorn the Do6trine of God our Saviour, 
by my diligence, obedience, and fidelity, 
ferving my earthly mafter in fmcerity and . 
fingl?ncfs of heqrt, as becomes every fer- 
vant of Chrift. Profper me, and affift thy 
humble worfhipper, in every lawful and 
honeft endeavour, to glorify thee, and to 
further, confcientioufly, my Mafter's put- 
ward eftate and welfare. 

Difpofe, I pray thee, all others in my 
humble circumftances, to the like piety 
and prudence. Do good to all my rela- 
tions and fiends, and be their gracious 
Rewarder, for all their care and concern 
for my happinefs. Command thy bleffing 
to defcend upon my fpiritual Paftor ; may 
his inftru6tions, as well as reproofs, have 
their due influence upon my mind, fo that 
they may accomplifh in me, by thy Grace, 
the fruits of Righteoufneis. 

Accept, I befeech thee, of my thankful- 
neis for the mercies of the night paft. Du- 
ring the whole of this day, help me to cm- 
ploy my time to the honour of thy name, and 
the comfort and falvation of my immortal 
fpirit, through Tefus Chrift, my Inter cefTor, 
and cvcr-blefTed Saviour. Amen. 

The 



THE 



LORD'S PRAYER 



PARAPHRASED. 
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HIS Prayer, which our Lord taught 
his dilciples, and commanded us to ufe, is, 
by every good Chriftian, elleemed a moll 
complete, perfe6l, and comprehenfive form 
of devotion. It confifts of a preface, fix pe- 
titions, and a conclufion ; and being a ntfat 
concife model upon which our minds may 
expand themfelves, when we addrefs God ; 
fo, in obierving its order and method, we 
may be fupppied to pray to this, or the 
like effect :— t 

OvK. Father which art in Heaven. 

Ever-bleflcd, and infinitely glorious I^ord 
God, thou art the Creator, and merciful 
Preferver of the univcrfe ; thou art the great 
Parent of Angels and of Men ; thy Name 
is from everlafting, and to evcrlafting thou 
art. God. Thy gracious eye continually 
beholds all thy children ; thy care is ever 
exercifed in relieving our wants, and thy 
companion is inexhaurtible. Thou art the 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, of whom 
the whole Family of Heaven ^ind Earth 

IS 
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is named. Through him, we are thy 
adopted children^ and have the inheri- 
tance of fons. More than our earthly 
Parents, thou lovcft us ; thou permitted: 
us to addrefs thee, the great Source of all 
good, with the full affurance of gracious 
acceptance, when we call upon thy name 
in fmcerity. To thee, therefore, we come, 
with all due reverence, love, truft, and 
dutiful afFeftion, and with bowels of cha- 
rity, good-will, and compaflion, towards all 
men, we bend ourfelves before thee, as our 
univerfal Father, whofe tender and affec- 
tionate regard is over thy whole offspring. 
When we approach thee, who art the Higli 
and Holy One, who inhabited eternity, 
give us, we pray thee, the fpirit of grace, 
and of fupplication, that we may worfhip 
thee acceptably. O Lord our God, the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; 
yet thou condefcendeft to look down in 
mercy upon thy prodigal and fmful chil- 
dren ; thou crowneft them with loving- 
kindnefs ; and from the habitation of thy 
glory, thou makeft bleflings to defcend up- 
on all the inhabitants of the earth. By 
the faving ftrength of thy right hand, thou 
delivereft thy people, thou fendeft help 
from thy fan6luary, and falvation to thy 
fervants cometh from thy Holy place* 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

May thy Name, O God, which is great, 
excellent, and holy, be had in reverence 

by 
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by all thofe who draw nigh unto thee ; and 
let thy praife be everlafting in the aflcm- 
blies of thy faints. Let the glory which is 
due to the incomprehenfible perfedtions of 
thy Nature, ever be .afcribed unto thee, by 
thy pure and devout worlhippers. Let the 
marvellous works of thy Creation, Provi- 
dence, and Grace, always be the animating 
themes of our pious adorations. Let all thy 
creatures, in Heaven and Earth, confefs thy 
Majefty, declare thy doings, and utter thy 
praife. O thou King of laints, and Sove- 
reign of all nations, give the knowledge of 
thy great Name to the heathen world, that 
they may rejoice with thy holy people. 
Then fliall all nations afcribe blefling and 
glory, wildom and thankfgiving, power 
and might, and honour to thee, our God, 
for ever and ever ; and that holy and ever- 
blcfled Name by which we are called, 
fhall be glorified, to the ends of all the 
earth, and the fruits of righteoufnefs and 
peace, of a blamelefs and holy converfa- 
tion, fhall every where abound. 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Thou, O God, art the Blefled, and the 
only Potentate, the everlafting King, whofe 
dominion is abfolute and univerfal. Thou 
humbleft: the proud, who exalt themfclves 
againft thee ; the lofty are laid low at thy 
rebuke; and the ftrength of the mighty 
becomes weaknefs in tny prefence. May 

all 
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all the nations of the earth fubmit to the 
righteous fceptre of thy Kingdom. In 
thee, the King of Kings, may all the inhabi- 
tants of the world rejoice; ere6t thy throne, 
O God, over the dominions of darknefs, 
and let every thought be brought under 
obedience to thee, that the law of thy 
Kingdom may be magnified. 

Having begun, we pray thee to profper 
and eftablifli the Kingdom of the Meffiah. 
Let his reign be glorious over all. Give 
him the heathen for his inheritance ; the 
uttcrmoft parts of the world for his poflef- 
fion, that he may judge the people with 
equity, and govern righteoufly the whole 
nations of the earth. Let every King bow 
the knee before him, and let all ranks of 
men do him homage. Let every heart 
believe in him, and every tongue Joyfully 
confels him to be the Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. Clothe thyfelf, O God, 
with power ; dcftroy the influence of fin^ 
the dominion of Satan, and the empire of 
death ; that the nations of the earth, be- 
coming the ibbjecls of thy Sovereignty, 
and the difciplcs of Chrift Jefus, may en- 
joy Piety and Rightcoulnefs, Truth, Mercy, 
and abundance of Peace, through all fuc- 
cccding generations. At laft, we befeech 
thee, to tranflate us into thy ever-blefled king- 
dom of Glory, where, together with Angels, 
and Archangels, and with all the happy hofts 
of Keaven, we may for ever celebrate the 

glory 
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glory of thy Majefty, who art the evcrlaft* 
ing King, whofe reign is univerfal. 

Thy will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven* 

We acknowledge thee, O God, as our 
fovereign Lord, and fupreme Ruler* We 
unfeignedly defire to be governed by thy 
holy and equitable laws* We commit our- 
felves, and all our concerns, into thy hands 
with a cheerful refignation. We fubmit^ 
without relu6tance, to the various difpen- 
fations of thy providence, and willingly 
comply with all the manifeflations of thy 
will refpefting us. Teach us, O God, to 
conquer every rebel defire, that would mif- 
lead us from our allegiance to the6. Let 
thy incomprehenfible Wifdom, and unwea- 
ried Goodnefs, condu6t our lives, that we 
may not only be difpofed to bear joyfully 
the eafy yoke of obedience to thee, but that 
we alfo may patiently endure any afflidtion 
thou mayeft be pleafed to lay upon us, and 
ever confefs that thy divine will is wifeft 
and bed. Difpofe us to receive thy com-^ 
mands with dutiful affedlion, and to per<>> 
form them as well as we are able, with per- 
ft6i hearts, and willing minds. As far as 
is confiftent with our prefent (late of in* 
firmity, and in proportipn to the difpenfa* 
tions of thy Grace, kindle the fire of devo- 
tion in our hearts, that our obedient fer- 
vices may be as unconftrained and free, as 
vigorous and cheerful, as univerfal, (incerc, 
and perfevering, as the bleflfed Angels are 
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in their adorations, who encircle thy glo- 
rious Throne. Invigorate all the active 
powers of our fouls, that, like them, we 
mav be ftedfaft, immoveable, always un- 
wearied and abounding, in the work of the 
Lord ; that we ma\ hearken to thy voice, 
and execute thy plealure, efteeming it our 
higheft glory, and greatefi: happinefs to 
ferve our God here, and to obey his Will, 
that, in the end, we may enjoy the felici* 
ties of Heaven, and emulate the Angelic 
tribes in God's blilsful pretence, to eternal 
ages. 

Give us this day our daily Bre^^d. 

Be thou pleafed, O Lord, our Heavenly 
Father, to hear us while we recommend 
our fouls and bodies to thy care and provi- 
dence. Thou ciotheft the grafs of the field, 
thou provideft for the birds of the air, and 
the beafts of the earth are fed by thy bounr 
ty : Thou wilt therefore be mindful of thy 
children ; fupply, we pray thee, all our 
real wants, jand beftow upon us that food, 
which is convenient to fuftain our mprtal 
bodies. We lolicit not the fuperfluities of 
life, nor do we defire to eat the bread of op*- 
preflion, of idlenels, or of deceit ; but that 
thou wouldll preterve the life which thou 
hail given us, free from unneceflary cares, 
vain fears, and unprofitable deje.6tions, con- 
cerning our bodily luftenance. Suitable tq 
the nations afligned us by thy providence, 
grant, us food and rainient) health and 

^ ' peace 



PRAYER ilV. 123 

• 

pc^ace in our habitations, with the refrelli- 
ments which are confident with tempef- 
ranee and moderation, Wilhing ahvays 
to continue dependants in thy Family, we 
a(k not our portions at once, but let thy 
loving kindnefs vifit us everv morning, and 
difpenle the gifts of thy bounty in propor- 
tion to our daily wants. And, when thou 
airt pleafed to open thy hand liberally, gi- 
ving more than is needful for us, forbid, 
O God, that we Ihould abule thy gifts ; 
but let us ul'e them moderately, and relieve 
the wants of others, under the influence of 
charity and thankfulnefs. If our portion 
is Imall, incline us to contentment ; be- . 
caule lels than the leaft of all thy mercies, 
thou beftoweft more than we delerve. We 
likewilc bel'eech thee, O God, to fatisfy 
the poor with bread, clothe the naked, and 
raile up thofe who art bovvcd down, that 
thy blefling and influence may add llrength 
to all th> creatures, and that all ranks of 
men may glorif> thy ever-^^bleffed Name. 

And foipve us our Trefpaffes^ as we forgive them who 

Trcfpat's againft us. 

While we are thus follcitous for our 
mortal bodies, more efpeciaiiy, we implore 
thy tendereft compaflion in behalf of our 
precious and immortal ipirits. . Though 
thoii ever haft been our molt indulgent Fa- 
ther, and moft bountiful Benefactor ; yet, 
with confufion of countenance, and con- 
trition of heart, we confeis we have iiiiacd 

againft 
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againlt thee. Becaufe thou delighteft in 
Mercy, mark not our iniquities, we entreat 
thee. We flee to our God for pardon 
and peace ; rife not in the llrength of thy 
wratn to confume us. Like as a father pi- 
ties and fpares the fon whom he loves, fo 
do thou, O Father of ail Mercies, haVe 
compafTion upon thy forrowful and penitent 
Children. Though we have wandered from 
the path of duty, yet call us not off for 
ever; let the fympathics of Parental tender- 
nefs be exercifcd, and embrace, with the 
arms of affedlion, thy returning ofFspring, 
While with thee, our God, we are im- 
portunate for pardon and peace, we cheer* 
fully acknowledge the juftice and equity of 
thy laws, that command us to be kindly 
affe6ted towards all our brethren, and rea*- 
dy to forgive thofe who have offended us* 
Put away from us, we pray thee, all bit-» 
ternefs, and w^ath, and anger, and cla- 
mour, and evil-fpeaking, with all malice ; 
that we may be kind, and tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, that thou, O God, 
for Chrift's fake, may alfo forgive us. The 
oflfences of men againft each other, are 
few, flight, and inconfidcrable ; incline us, 
therefore, to endure them patiently, and 
from the heart to forgive them freely ; that 
our innumerable, and heinoufly aggravated 
offences againft thy divine Majefty, may 
alfo be blotted out and pardoned by thee ; 
and may this fpirit of forgivenefs, which 
thou hafl: wrought in our hearts, be a 
pledge to afTure us of thy promife, that we, 

who 
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who are merciful to men on earthy (hall 
find the like mercy from God in Hea- 
ven. 

And lead us not into Temptation s but deliver us from 

Evil. 

But while we entreat thy pardon for the 
offences we have already committed, pre- 
vent us, we pray thee, from relapfing into 
fin any more, that we may not again incur 
thy juft difpleafure* We lament our de- 
pravity and frailty ; we' are fenfible of the 
blindnefe of our underftandings, of the 
wickednefs of our imaginations, the per- 
verfity of our wills, and the earthinefs of 
our afFe6lions ; we therefore defire to con- 
tinue under the dirc6tion of thy Wifdom, 
who, alone, art able to guide our piety^ 
and to preferve us from iniquity. If, at any 
time, thy good Providence, for the trial of 
our ftedfaftnefs, ihould permit us to be 
tempted, proportion our flrength, we be- 
feech thee, to our trials, and make way for 
our efcape, by affording us afliflancc equal 
to them. May neither the allurements nor 
terrors of the world, miflead us from our 
integrity. Let not its profits, pleafures, 
nor honours, enfnare us ; nor may any of 
its croffes, calamities, nor perfecutions, af- 
fright us from thofe duties we are called 
to perform. Keep us, that we fin not, 
through the fuggeftions of wicked men, 
or the urgency of neceffity. Never leave, 
never forfake us, but let let thy gracious 
prefence ever be with us, to defend us 

from 
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from all carnal and corrupt afFeftions ; 
from this prelent evil world ; and from the 
fedu6lions of Satan ; who malicioufly, liib- 
tillv , and reftlefsly, goes about to deceive, 
and deftroy us. Incline us to fobriety and 
vigilance, that we may alwa s refill him, 
being (ledfaft in the Faith. And we pray, 
that thou, the God of Peace, wouldft bruife 
that wicked one under our feet. Subdue 
all our iniquities, and keep us from depart- 
ing from thee, that wc may be delivered 
from thy Wrath, and from everlafting 
Death ; and do thou, O God, perfedl the 
work of thy Grace in us, and llrengthen 
us always to do that which is well-pleafing 
in thy fight, that, in the end, we may re** 
ceive everlafting Life. 

For thine is the Kingdonu and the Power, and the Glory, 

tor evqr. Amen. 

To whom, O God, (hall thy children 
of the duft make fupplication, but to thee, 
who art the Father of all Mercies. Thou 
art the Great Kmg of Kmgs, and Lord of 
Lords, thy Kingdom is an everlafting 
Kingdom ; thy Dominion is univerlal ; the 
fceptre of thy Power overawes the nations* 
of the earth, and rules the inhabitants of 
the world in righteoufnefs. Thy right over 
all things is abfplute ; thou difpoleft of 
them all to thy glory, and thy creature's 
good. Thou alone art our help and hope ; 
and in all times and places we will glorify 
thee, with the l^crjftces of praife, and of 

thanMgiving, 
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thankfgiving. The heavens an^Ttlie earth 
are thine ; thou alone art the Creator and 
Preferver of them ; and thou art exalted as 
Head above all: Let, therefore, all Ho- 
nour, Love, Obedience, Adoration and 
Glory, be afcribed unto thee, throughout 
all ages. To thee, let every knee bow in 
facred homage ; and let every tongue con- 
fefs thy mighty works, and praife the Glo- 
ry of thy Excellencies, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 

TO GOD, 



FOR THE 

CREATION, PRESERVATION, AND REDEMPTION 

OF THE WORLD. 



JQiVER-BLESsED Creator! and univerfal 
Preferver of all exiftences ! we humbly pre- 
fume to appear in thy prefence, and to of- 
fer up to thee a pure homage. Thou alone 
art Great ; upon thee, all things depend ; 
and thou art worthy of the moft exalted 
praife. 

The foundations of the earth were efta- 
blilhed by thy Power ; the ftrong bars there- 
of cannot be moved. The heavens are 
the work of thy hands, with an inimitable 
perfe6tion of beauty thou haft adorned 
them. They all {hall wax old and perilh ; 
but, through the multitude of ages, thou 
changeft not ; from evcrlafting to everlaft- 
ing thou art God. 

I hou makeft thy fun to cheer this lower 
world ; his general heat fru6lifies and re- 
joices all nature. The moon, in her folemn 
courfe ; the ftars, in their midnight fplen- 
dour, difplay thy m^gaificence. But the 
heavens cannot contain the immeofity of 

the 
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the moft High : Thou art above us and 
beneath us ; on our right hand and on 
our left ; yet, to our hmitted faculties, 
thou art invifible. We view, with afto- 
nifhment, the innumerable circling holts 
of heaven. We behold, with amazement, 
the azure foundations of thy celeftial pa* 
laces ; thefe are but the threlholds of thy 
refplendent glory. A fmall part of thy 
works we can behold ; yet, what is feen^ 
we contemplate with wonder, and medi- 
tate, with delight, on the unclouded ra* 
diency of thy perfe£lions. 

The Empyreal Heaven is thy Auguft 
San6luary ; thou haft peopled the vaft re* 
gions thereof with happy Spirits, who, 
with unwearied adorations, for ever mag- 
nify thy holy and reverend Name. They 
are a numberlefs hoft ; but thy infinite ex- 
cellencies, compofe for them an exalted 
theme, that unites their harmonious wor- 
ihip. 

But the heart of the upright worihipper 
is thy temple on earth ; from thence a pure 
incenfe afcends to the moft High : For 
thou delighteft to dwell with men j to hear 
our fupplications ; to fupply our wants ? 
and liberally to reward all thofe who dili- 
gently feek thee. We therefore irejoice to' 
call upon thy Name, who art our lupriem^ 
Parent, and to pour out our complaints in 
thy pretence, who art the Comforter of thofe 
who are in diftrefs, and wh^e compaffion 
ever regards the miferable. 

R Thou 
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Thou, O God, art the benevolent friend 
of mankind. Thou reareft up even the in- 
fant orphan to thy fervice ; thou art his 
aflylum in the day of calamity ; he repofes 
in thy paternal tendernefs, and is fafe. 
With minds unfuUied with earth-born per- 
plexities, thv young and inexperienced fer^ 
vants offer up to thee, the firft fruits of their 
candid gratitude; and thou art pleafcd to 
hear and to anfwcr their requefts. To thee, 
the Father of all, the piety of parents is 
diredled ; thou granted their petitions, and 
thy bleflings delcend upon them and their 
offspring. /The aged look up to thee, the 
ANCIENT OF DAYS, with auxious folicita- 
tion ; they fend forth their petitions, while 
trembling upon the confines of eternity; 
and thou makeft their path to death, 
bright with profpecls of immortality. Be- 
cauie of theie expreffions of thy goodnefs, 
we will, in every ftage of our lives, and in 
all circumftances, pray unto thee, and blefs 
thy Name for ever. 

We blels thee, as the great Father oi 
mankind ; thy mercies are new to us every 
morning; thy faithfulnefs every night, we 
contemplate with gratitude. We, thy 
humble worlhippers, acknowledge thy Al- 
mighty Power in creating and preferving 
us ; thy wifdom, in condu6ling us through 
the varieties of human life ; and thy boun- 
ty in fuftaining us ; but, above all, wc 
praiie and magnify thy Mercy and Grace 
for the redemption of the world, by our 

Lord 
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Lord Jefus Chrift. We meditate, with 
wonder, on that ineftimable Love, and ge- 
nerous Condecenfion of His, who came in- 
to the world, not to condemn it, though 
guilty, but that the world, through Him, 
might be faved. With amazement, w^ 
contemplate Him, who is the light of the 
world, fhaded under the dark tabernacle 
of our flefh, and the Life-giving Principle 
of all things, expiring for our lakes, by a 
tragical death, that, upon his faithful fol- 
lowers, he might beftow immortahty. In- 
cline us, O God, while we admire his ex* 
ample, to ftrive to imitate it; while we enjoy 
his precepts, may we lay them up in our 
hearts, and pra£life them in our lives. 

We thank thee. Great Benefadlor of 
Mankind, that he hath fpoiled principali- 
ties and powers, and made a ihew of them 
openly, triumphing oyer th m in his Crofs, 
and in his glorious Afcenfion. We praiie 
thce^ that he hath purchafed and revealed 
to us a covenant of repentance, and the 
remiffion of fms, for all thofc who put their 
truft in him by Faith. We now rejoice 
that Juftice is compofed into Mercy ; the 
penitent is cited before no other tribunal 
than that of Forgivenefs ; and to the finner, 
declarations of Abfolution and Grace are 
held forth. We triumph in the Captain 
of our Salvation, who hath deftroyed the 
prejudices that blinded mankind, by the 
demonftrations of Truth ; that darknefs 
hath yielded to the light of the glorious 

Gofpcl ; 
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Gofpel ; that paflion, by his power, hatli 
fubmitted to realon, and to the di6tates of 
divine religion ; that he hath calmpd the 
clamours of confcience ; that he hath fwal- 
lowed up death iji victory, and returned 
loaden with it$ fpoils ; that he hath open- 
ed the gates of heaven to the human race, 
and doled up the mouth of the infernal 
abyls, that thofe, who believe in him, may 
be faved by his Power. Since, therefore, 
Ghrift Jefus hath magnified thy love, O 
thou Almighty Father ; fmce he hath glo- 
rified thee on earth, by infinite generofity 
in faving finners, by yielding his life for 
their raniom ; may the grace of God dwelt 
within us ; may thy Spirit ever confole us. 
and may we ever be filled with the fruits or 
righteoufnefs ; and may we be conduced 
fafely through the troublefome waves of 
this world ; and finally, enjoy everlafting 
life, through Jelus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER, 



FOE A CHILD. 



XliVER-BLEssED and glorious Lord God ! 
permit me to bend my knees before tliee, 
as thy humble worfhipper, and be gra- 
cioufly pleafcd to hear my fupplications. 
I thank thee, that thou haft preferved me 
during the night, and that, in health, I fee 
again another new day. In it, may I be 
kept from all danger ; and let thy favour 
be upon me, that 1 may have knowledge 
and wifdom from thee to perform the du- 
ties required of me, in the days of my 
youth. Abhoring that which is evil, ever 
incline me to that which is good. Teach 
me, O God, to avoid lying, ftubbornefs, 
.and evil company. Make me dutiful to 
my parents,— obedient to my teachers,— - 
refpedlful to my fuperiors ; and may I ever 
be gentle and kind to all. Continue to me 
the bleffing of health, a^id increafc in me 
a defire after good inftruftion. As I grow 
. in years, grant that I may make daily pro- 
grefs in knowledge and goodnefs, that I 
may acquire thy favour, which is better 
than riches, and the cfteem of all virtuous 

men. 
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men, among whom I may be called to 
live, by thy providence. Watch over me. 
Holy Father, this day for good, and keep 
ve from all eviL May my foul and body 
ever be aftive in thy fervice, that, when I 
have finiihed my time here, thou mayeft 
bring me to everlafting life hereafter, 
through Jefus Chirift, our Saviour. AmeUt 



An 
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AN 



EVENING PRAYER, 



FOR A CHILD. 



G 



RE AT Father of all Mercy! thy fer- 
vant bows before thee, gratefully imprefled 
with the inftances of thy goodnefs, in 
guiding and prote6ting me during the 
day. Thou haft fupplied my wants ; thou 
haft guarded me from danger ; thou art 
permitting me again to prepare jpbr the re- 
freftiment of repofe. I moft heartily thank 
thee, that I am happily born of pious and 
indulgent Parents, whofe tender folicitude 
is ever for my welfare and happinefs, not 
only for this, but the life to come. May I 
daily profit by their inftru6lions and exam- 
ple. 1 blefs thee for thofe teachers who are 
fet over me ; may I, and my companions, 
ever be fubmiflive to their prudent laws, 
and benefit by their precepts, that we may 
become wife, like thole who have gone be- 
fore us. More elpecially, may we learn, 
with diligence, thole things which concern 
our eternal peace. Yielding mylelf up to 
thy providential care, prevent me, 1 beieech* 
thee, from all evil. While I lay afide 
that raiment with which I am clothed, 

may 
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may I be mindful, at all times, that foon I 
muft yield up this body to the bed of 
death, and appear before thee, the im- 
mortal Father of Spirits. May this ever 
be ferioufly impreffed upon my mind, that 
I may, with diligence, prepare for my lat- 
ter end; and fo at laft be received with 
joy into thy ever-blefTed kingdom of glory, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
Amen. 



■■> 



PRAYER, 

FOR A 

SICK PERSON. 



jTjL 



XMiGHTY God, and mpfl: merciful Fa- 
ther, thou art the Great Phyfician, both for 
the fouls and the bodies of mankind. Life 
and death are in thy hand. Thou art the 
Great Comforter of the Afflidted ; thou 
art the refuge and ftrength of the Weak, in 
the day of trouble ; thou vifiteft, with thy 
confolations, thofe who are forrowful ; the 
hiding-places of obfcurity conceal them not 
from thy all- pervading eye. 

To thee, 1 prefent my petitions ; thou 
art the Hearer of Prayer ; let my fupplica- 
tions afcend with acceptance, in this the 
day of my vifitation. Let thine eye view 
with companion, thy creature, upon my 
bed of languilhment. While my body is 
thus fettered down with ficknefs, and fe- 
verely handled by the meflengers of death, 
in the midft of thy chaftilcments, fhew 
mercy, and fupport my fpirit with thy con- 
folations. Through thy loving- kindneflefs 
in Chrifl: Jefus, Ipare me yet, I befeech 
thee, as a living monument of thy good- 
nefs* Command my diftempers to be re- 

s moved. 
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moved, that I may not die, before I live 
to thy fcrvice. Be pleaied to (hew the 
mightincfs of thy Power, and the glories 
of thy Grace, in recovering me again to 
health ; in paffing by the thoufands of my 
infirmities and follies ; in purifying my 
heart and all my faculties ; that my fpirit 
may be cleanfed from all fin, and I, in all 
things, become thy pious worlbipper. If 
thou, O God, art yet pleafed to preferve 
my life, bcftow upon me the forrow of an 
humble and fincere penitent for my bypaft 
offences, and the purpoles of a converted 
finner, to be more cautious of my future 
conduft ; give me the love and gratitude 
of a pardoned offender ; the pious zeal of a 
redeemed prifoner, who has efcaped from 
the bondage of fin ; and the lively hope of 
thy Saints, who feel thy prelent goodnefs, 
and arc not iatisfied but with the profpe£ts 
of Eternal Life. Ever-gracious and holy 
Father in Heaven, let thy Glory rather b^ 
refie6ted from the fountain of thy Mercy, 
than refradled from the troubled ftreams 
of thy dilpleafure, towards thv fervant. 

Whether in gentlenefs and tender mercy, 
thou art willing to deal with me as to the 
concerns of this body, or whether this fick- 
nefs o'f mine fhall be unto death, thy will 
' be done ; but O Lord God Almighty, let 
my immortal fpirit ever be precious in thy 
fight. Eternal and Merciful King of Hea- 
ven, I humbly implofe thee, and palTion* 
ately entreat thee, through Chrift Jcfus, 

that 
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that I may not perifti for ever. Cleanfe 
my foul, O God, with the blood of thy 
Son, and the graces of thy Spirit. Accept, 
I pray thee, of my defires to ferve thee, as 
if I had lived ages to magnify thy holy 
Name. For me to live, may it be to Chrift; 
or, if I die, may it be to my cverlafting 
gain. 

With my pain, be pleafcd to increafe my 
patience ; fo that I may neither murmur 
at th> chaftifements, nor faint under the 
rebukes of thee, the moft High. Complete, 
I pray thee, all that is wanting in my fpi- 
ritual concerns ; promote and perfedl what- 
ever belongs to my eternal falvation, thro' 
the exceeding riches of thy Grace, and the 
inconceivable multitude of thy mercies, in 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 



\ ' " ' ' ' 

A 

PRAYER, 

FOR A 

PERSON TROUBLED IN HIS MIND FOR HIS SlNS. 



JlIiternal judge of Angels and of Men, 
with what arguments {hall I plead my 
.caufe in thy prefence, and how mall I bow 
myfelf before the moft High, whofe laws 
I have offended, and whole difpleafure I 
have incurred. I bcfeech thee, O Father, 
in pity and compaflion, to look upoa 
thy fervant. My iniquities are gone ovef 
my head, they opprels my heart with for* 
row ; as a fore burden, they are too heavy 
for me : I bend with them to earth, and 
muft perifli, unlefs the abundance of thy 
mercies enlarge my goings, and command 
me to live. Comfort my weak, my de- 
jected fpirit, and difpel thofe fcruples and 
terrors of confcience, with which I am 
overwhelmed. In the giddy purfuits of 
folly, I have defolated my foul of the con* 
folations of God. With earthly afFeftions, 
and difordered paflions, my callous heart 
efteemed thofe fms but fmall, which now 
appear too great to be forgiven. Shouldft 
thou enter into judgment with me, no 
plea of mine can bar thy dreaded fentence 
of condemnation, nor abate the fury of 
thy juft indignation. Yet be merciful to 
the mifcrable, O my God ; fave a trem- 
bling offender, who ftill dares to hope, 

while- 
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while he lies proftrate at the feet of his 
offended Lord. Guilty, I condemn my- 
felf ; let a Father's complacent tendernefs, 
look upon my tears, and gracioufly par- 
don my offences. Commanded to come to 
the throne of thy Grace with boldnefs, 
that I may find mercy in the time of need, 
and having nothing of my ovvp as a 
jround of confidence, give thy fervant 
Leave to fix my hopes on thee, through 
Jefus Chrifl, Becaule of his merits, cleanlc 
me from all my iniquities, that henceforth 
1 may have no will but what is confident 
with thine, and that I may fcrve thee with 
a quiet fpirit all the days of my life. Di- 
re6l me by thy Holy Spirit into the way of 
Rightcoufnefs ; give me that Faith which 
worketh by love; that Repentance which 
is excellent, and not to be repented of; 
bellow upon me an humble fear of thee, 
and a religious hope of eterijal Life. Work 
in me to will and to do of thy good plea- 
fure, that 1 may ever exerciie a true piety to 
:thee, and a charitable benevolent principle 
towards all men. Then w^ill 1 praifc thy 
Name, and adore thy Excellencies. Then 
ihall the bones which thou hadft broken 
rejoice, and my fpirit, which remorle had 
wounded, be healed. Thus, O God of 
Mercy,, lift upon me the light of thy coun- 
tenance, and give mc peace, that, where 
Sin hath abounded, there thy Grace may 
much more abound, that I may be faved 
by the merits and interceflioa of Jeilis 
Chrill, my Redeemer. Amen. 

St, 



St. PAUL'S PRAYERS, 

FOR A 

HOLY LIFE, 
PARAPHRASED. 



PRAYER I. 
Ephesians iii. 14. to the end. 



W: 



iTH reverence, I bend my knees to 
thee, the Eternal Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, of whom the innu- 
inerable Family of Heaven and Earth de- 
rive exiftence, prote6lion and Grace ; up- 
on whom they have their dependance; 
from whom the fons of the morning recei- 
ved their crowns of glory, and from whom 
the children of the duft have alfo the title 
of fons, and are heirs of immortality : 
Grant, to thy fervant, according to the 
riches of thy Grace, that he may be 
llrengthened with might, by thy Holy 
Spirit, in all his intellectual powers. Let 
Chrift Jefus dwell in my heart by Faith, 
that his abundant Grace and Mercy, may 
influence me to ferve God cheerfully.; to 
perfevere in piety ftedfaftly ; and to fub- 
mit to hardlhips patiently. Let the love 
of God be rooted and grounded in my 

heart; 
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heart ; and may its efficacy produce bene- 
volence and charity to all mankind; that 
I may in fome degree be able to compre- 
hend with the Saints of God, the Love of 
Chrift Jefus, which embraces all pad and 
future generations ; which extenas from 
evcrlafting to everlafting ages; which hum* 
bled him, to the depths of abafement, in 
compaflion to the milerable; and which, 
in its ftupendous height, raifes the chil- 
dren of the duft, to an immortal felicity 
above the ftars. O God, grant that thy 
fervant, . may not only contemplate, but 
experience the fruits of this Love, which 
furpafles all knowledge ; that I may be re- 
plete with all thofe graces which make the 
man of God perfedt, and thoroughly fur- 
nifhed unto all good works. 

Now unto him, who is able to do infi- 
nitely, above all that our fouls can folicit, 
and far beyond what our imaginations can 
fuggeft, according to that excellent power 
that worketh in his Saints : To him, let all 
praife and glory be afcribed in the Church, 
by Chrift Jefus ; and let Jews and Gen- 
tiles, magnify the excellency of his per- 
fedtions, throughout all ages, world witlf^ 
out end. Amen. 



PRAY^ 
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PRAYER II. 



Philippians i. V. 9. to 12, 



••>« 



XliTERNAL God, and moft merciful Fa- 
ther, who haft revealed thyfelf to mankind 
in Chrift Jefus, who, in pity and compa- 
fion forgiveft iniquity, tranigreflion, and fin, 
be pleated gracioufly to hear the humble 
fupplications of thy fervant. 1 implore thy 
fpecial favour to reft upon all thofe who 
have received the Gofpel of Jefus, that 
their love to thee, and their charity to their 
brethren, may abound and daily increafe, 
being grounded in real knowledge, and in 
all judgment. Forbid, O God, that thy 
people ever fhould, from a pretended zeal 
to thy fervice, be tranfported by ftrong 
paflions, either to rage or violence : But 
mcline them to manifeft their piety by a 
fpirit of meeknefs, and in following peace 
with all men. May they always approve 
and praftife thofe things that are excel- 
lent and praife-worthy ; clothe them with 
fincerity, that ornament of Chriftian per- 
fe6lion ; and may their conciences be 
void of offence towards God and Men, 
till the day of Chrift Jefus. May their 
minds be filled with the fruits of righte- 

oulnefs ; 



oufnefs; may they be renewed ill theit 
hearts, and oelight in holinefs, that they 
may rejoice in the confoiations of God* 
Strengthen them with might, by thy Holy 
Spirit ; that thou, the Almighty Father of 
all goodnefs, may be glorified in their livesi^ 
and that they may praife thee for ever in 
Heaven, through Jelus Chrift. Amen^ 



I>RAY. 
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PRAYER in. 
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CoLLossiANs L ver. g. to 13 
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iVJLosT Wifi» aftd clorioua.* Lord God, 
*T>roftratc before th^ .diviae Majcfty, gra- 
ciouily condefcend to grant, that I, thy 
, fcnrant, may be filled with the knowledge 
of thy Will, in all wifdom and Spiritual 
underftanding ; that, in all the trials and 
emergencies of this life, I ma^ ever be 
found walking worthy of theei ^ fove- 
reign Lord, in all things unto wcll-plea- 
fing ; that I may be fruitful in every good 
work, fupportin^, in all my conduct, a 
regular, and uniform regard, to thy mod 
holy laws. Increafe in me the knowledge 
of thy excellencies and perfeflions, that I 
may ferve thee better than hitherto I have 
done. Strengthen me, O my God, with 
all might, according to thy glorious power, 
that I may be fortified againft every temp- 
tation, and furnifhed for the performance of 
every duty. AfTift me, with long-fufFering 
and meeT<nefs, joyfully to maintain my inte- 
grity, in the midfl of tribulation and re- 
proach. Thus fuftained by thy grace, will I 
gi\rc thanks unto the Father, who hath, by his 
Ipirit, made me meet to be partaker of the 
incorruptible inheritanct of the Saints in 
light, by the meritorious life and atoning 
. death of Jefus Chrift, our Saviour. Amen. 

PRAY- 
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PRAYER IV. 



I Tress ALOKiANsiii. zx. to the end. 



N 



OW, may God himielf, even our Al- 
mighty Father, and our Lord and SaviQur 
Jems Chrift, perfe6t what is wanting in 
yom* Faith ; may he dire<!% your way mto 
all godlinefs, that you contradidt'not your ^ 
proTCflion of Chriftianity. May you in-* 
creafe, and abound in love, and benevo*' 
lence to all men ; and may *his fpirit efte* . 
blifh your hearts unblameable in hoUnefs 
before God, even our Father ; that you 
may be prcfented pure and righteous at 
the throne of his glory, at the coming 
of our Lord Jcfus Chrift, ' with all his 
Saints. Amen. 



PRAY. 



PRAYER. V, 



HsBl^B^s xiiL ver« 2Q| sx, 



N. 



OW, may .the everlafting God of 

fcace, who, by his Almighty Power, 
rought again from the kingdom of death, 
our Lord Jcfus Chrift, that gre^t Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through the blood of 
the Everlafting Covenant, make you per- 
fect in every good work to do his will. 
May he preferve your integrity blamclefe ; 
may he give you clear minds^ clean hearts, 
and lively afFe<9:ions ; may he beftow upon 
you holy inclinations, determined wills, 
and ftrength fuitable to every duty, which 
you arc called to perform to all, well- 
plcafmg in his fight, through Jefus Chrift ; 
\o whom be glory for ever and even 
Amen. 



EX- 
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EXHORTATION. 



1 • 



JrXAVING now endeavoured to point 
out the neceflity and utility of Secrett 
Family, and Public Prayer, it only re- 
mains, that all perfons be earnefty entreat- 
ed, and exhorted, to a diligent and ^ffidq* 
ous performance of this duty, which is fo ad- 
vantageous to ourfelves ; fo beneficial to 
others ; and fo acceptable to God. By 
Prayer, we are made wifer, better, and 
happier ; becaufe, in the unwearied prac- 
tice of it, we may expe6l to obtain every 
good thing from. God, the bountiful giver 
of every perfe6l gift ; and we are morally 
(Certain, that, by ferioufly exercifing our- 
ifelves therein, we are the more efFeflually 
ftrengthened to refill the temptations to 
fin, the fafcinating fmiles, or the chilling 
frowns of the world, and the enfnaring 
wiles of the Devil. By our Secret Clofet- 
devotions, ' we fortify ourfelves againft eve- 
ry calamity of human life, and fecure 9 
confidence in the divine Providence, that 
he will make all things, whethqr profper- 
ous or adverfe, work together for our good. 
By our Private Prayers in our Families, ei- 
ther compofed by ourfelves or others, we 
lay the foundation of piety in our off- 
spring, or edify others in thofe things that 
are abfolutcly effential to the falvation of 
their immortal fpirits. By frequenting the 
more public exercifes of piety, we not on- 
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ly promote our own benefit, but we give a 
good example to our brethren, who in all 
ages bypaft, have needed, and will in fu- 
ture times, be made better by fuch open de- 
clarations in favour of Religion. I am 
well convinced, that, from many pre- 
tences, and falfe excufes, Public Worihip 
is either neglected altogether, or perform- ' 
ed in a fluggilh, lifelefs, and languid 
manner, becaufe the Preachers of Chrifti- 
anity are often fuppofed to be negligent in 
the performance of their public dudes : 
But 1 would rather afk, does not the indo- 
lence of audiences ; the petulencies of half- . 
wits, who fet up, at their own hands, to 
be Critics ; with the natural hatred and 
averfion to divine things, which more peo- 
pie poffefs than they are aware of; are not 
thefe the things that ftarve devotion, 
which neither God permits now, nor their 
own confciences will either allow or jufti- 
fy, in that day/ when every fecret thought 
and adtion, will undergo their proper fcru- 
tiny. Meantime, I am well convinced, 
that, did we employ ourfelves more fe- 
rioufly and religioufly, to the great duty 
of Private and Public Prayer, we would 
foon be much better people than we are ; 
we would live more pioufly, charitably, 
peaceably, and comfortably, to ourfelves 
and others ; the bleflings of God would 
multiply upon us here ; and we fhould be 
more prepared for Heaven, and its felici- 
ties hereafter. Which may God grant, 
through Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

ESSAY 



. ESSAY II. 

ON SELF-EXAMINATION, 

4 

ADDRESSED TO YOUNO PERSONS, WHO INTEND TO 
PARTAKE OF OUR LORD*S SUPPER. 



\ OU have a fincere wifti to partake of 
, our Lord's Supper, and to make a public 
profcffion of. your Faith in Chrift Jefus. 
You confider this, not only a reafonable, 
but a delightful duty ; and you are per- 
fuaded that it is your indifpenfible obliga- 
tion to perform it. Yet, with all the pious 
propennties of your fouls, you find you are 
intimidated from fo folemn a confecration 
of yQurfelves to God in that Sacrament, by 
a variety of obftacles and difficulties, that 
retard and difcourage you. You do not 
deny, but that you have frequent oppor- 
tunities of hearing the belt and raoft uleful 
inftruftions, delivered with that fervour 
and energy, that indicate the fincerity of 
your Paftors ; yet you complain, that iuch 
is the treachery of your memories, that. the 
bed precepts fuddenly efcape you, and ren- 
der your ftrongeft refqlutions volatile, fo 
you confefs yourfelves much at a lofs, in 
refpe6t of the injunftion, that * Every maa 

* ought to examine himfelf before he par- 

* ticipates of our Lord's Supper.' 

I am well convinced, my young Friends, 
that a great deal has been printed upon the 

fubje6l 
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fabje(3: of this Sacrament in general ; but 
upon that of Self- Examination in particu- 
lar, fo much extraneous matter has either 
been obtruded along with it, or men of the 
bed parts, following the bent of their own 
powers, have expanded their thoughts up- 
on the fubje61:, lo far often, as to forget^ 
that inftead of inftrucSting, they were ra- 
ther bewildering young minds, by laboured 
i^ftems, and a chain of intricacies. 

My purpofc in this Effay, therefore, is, 
with all imaginable plainnefs and fimplicityj 
to endeavour to inftru£l you how to proceed 
in the Examination of yourfelves, noping, 
that with the bleffing of God, thefe direc- 
tions may be ufeful to fomc readers, and 
offenfivc to none. 

I • When you retire fcrioully to hold con- 
Verfe with your own heart, firft of all^* you 
will, by prayer and fupplication, addre& 
yourfelves to God for his affiftance and di- 
rection. This will compofe you into a 
proper temper and difpbfition for the fo- 
lemn dnd impartial enquiry in which you 
Are to be engaged ; ufing fuch petitions as 
thefe that follow, or fuch as the imprefiions 
Upon your own minds, affifted by the Spi- 
rit of all Grace may be pleafed to fuggeft. 



PRAYER, 

FOR A 

YOUN'G INTENDING COMMUNICANT, ABOUT 
TO ENTER ON THE DUTY OF SELF- 
EXAMINATION, 



o 



Thou Great and Glorious Being, who 
inhabiteft: eternity, whole Name is Holy, 
and who dvvelleft in the High and Holy 
Place; thou alone art the refuge of thy 
people ift all times of diftrefs. Permit, I. 
pray thee, thy fervant to draw near to thee 
in pious reverence, to implore the afRft- 
ance of thy Grace. Let not the unworthi- 
nefs of thy creature, keep me from thy fa- 
vour ; but, while I pour out my foul in 
thy prefence, let my cry up to thee with ac- 
ceptance. 

Thou haft commanded thy worfhippers 
to prefent themfelves before thee, in the 
moft folemn manner, I would therefore 
obey thee, and dedicate myfelf to thy fer- 
vice. I fincerely defire to commemorate 
the death of thy Son Chrift Jefus. I ac- 
knowledge him the great Benefa6tor of 
mankind ; becaufe he yielded up himfelf 
for the moft unworthy, that our lins might 
be pardoned, and our fouls be faved. Thou, 
O God, knoweft the purity of my inten- 
tions, and the fincerity of my heart ; but 

u alas ! 
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alas! in this my folemn dedication, I find, 
from human infirmity, a terror upon my 
fpirits which makes me afFraid. 

I am lenfible, that thy incomprehenfible 
goodnefs is fully evident in fending thy Son 
into the world, to be a propitiatory facri- 
fice for thy offending children. I am con- 
vinced, that all the bleflings I enjoy, or ex- 
pe6t to receive from thy mercy, are derived 
to men, through the mediation of Chrifl 
Jefus. It is not through hefitation of 
choice, nor diftruft of thy promifes, that I 
am thus backw^ard in this indifpenfible du- 
ty ; but, O my God, a confcioufnefs of my 
tffFences, caules this diffidence, and an ap» 
prehenfion of thy dilpleafure, left my rafh 
intrufion, and my vilenefs, fhould profane 
the facred things of the mod High, 

But thou, O God, giveft the preparation 
of the heart in man. I therefore entreat 
thee, mod gracioufly to aid my fpirit, in 
an impartial manner, to examine and to 
prove myl'clf in thy fight. Teach me to 
know my faults, wuth a full purpofe to cof- 
re6t them. Make me acquainted with my 
fecret fins, that I may not indulge them* 
May the vain imaginations I have encou- 
raged, be chaftifed, and the empty and un- 
profitable defires of my heart rooted out ; 
that henceforth I may yield myfelf up to 
the direction of thy pure Spirit, that ha- 
ving my fruit unto holinefs, my latter end 
may be everlafting peace^ 
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I thank thee, O God, that I, with others, 
am invited to approach thy Courts, and 
to be fatisfied with the goodnefs of thy 
Houfe, to fet fortji the honour of. thy 
Name, and to make thy prailb glorious ; 
yet my doubts and fears arife from my 
mod ferious relblutions, and my beft fer- 
vices: For, though my fpirit be willing to 
obey thee, my fleih, alas! is weak in obe- 
dience. I beieech thee, O Father, to per- 
fe6k thy ftrength in my weaknels, and let 
me enjoy the efFe6ts of thy loving-kindnefs 
and tender mercies. I confels, that, in 
my endeavours to ferve thee, I fail fo often, 
and am fo inconftent, that I difpleafe my- 
feJf ; how much more muft I offend thy 
pure Majefty ? I reproach my folly^ and 
again, alas ! I return to vanity. When I 
do evil, thy laws and my confcience con- 
demn my iniquity ; I ftand upon my guard, 
to refifh future temptations, but freili af- 
faults prevail over me ; and ag^in 1 pay 
homage to the images of death. When I 
do good, my confcience applauds ; but 
felf-conccit again becomes my fin. The 
perfe6tions of thy Law my foul approves ; 
but, from infirmity of nature, 1 find a law 
in my members, warring againft the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into the cap- 
tivity of fin, and the bondage of death. 
From the omifiion of duty, I am unworthy 
of thy favour ; for the commillion of fin, I 
deferve thv difnlealurc. 

But 
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But I implore thy forgivencfs ; enter not 
I befeech thee, into judgment; nor rife a- 
gainft me in thy indignation. In thee 
compaflion flows. O remember that I am 
duft ; and pardon me, becaufe of the me-. 
rits of Chrift Jefus. 

By thy fpirit dire6ting me, make my way 
plain before me. Diffipate all my doubts 
and fears, and grant me an aflured Faith 
in the blood of thy ever-blefled Son. Grant, 
that according to the riches of his glory, I 
may be ftrengthened with might. May 
Chrifl: Jefus dwell in my heart ; and may a 
lively fenfe of his dying love, conftrain my 
foul to obey his precepts, and to follow his 
example. While I confecrate myfelf in 
this Sacrament to thy fervice, may I joy- 
fully be made to know that the body and 
blood of Chrift Jefus, alone, can nourifh 
me to everlafting life. Hear my fupplica- 
tions, O God, I befeech thee, and prepare 
my heart for this holy folemnity, that I 
may, with charitable difpofitions towards 
all mankind, join myfelf to thy fervants in 
a facred feaft of Love, through Chrift Jefus 
our Lord, Amen. 

2. Having your mind compofcd, and 
your heart enlarged by Prayer-— you will 
now enquire with yourfelves, whether you 
hav« not Ibme obftacles in dedicating your- 
felves to God, in a public manner, from 
falfc modcfty ; or whether you look upon 
your Sacramental oath of future obedience, 

as 



ON SELFVEXAMINATION', &rC. 157 

as a conftraint, a talk, a grievous burden 
upon you ? If you find any hinderance from 
thefe, you muft facrificc this balhful timi- 
dity, and endeavour to overcome fuch 
vain fcruples. What an untoward difciple 
muft he be, wlio is afhamed of the telU- 
mony of his Lord ? Arm yourfelvcs againft 
this unfeemly difpofition, by refledling up- 
on the declaration of your great Leader, 
Chrift Jefus ; " Wholbever Ihall be allia* 
med of me, and of my words, of him Ihall 
the Son of Man be alhamed, when he Ihall 
come in his own glory, and in his Father*s, 
and of the holy Angels.'* But if, upon an 
impartial enquiry, you find that your love 
to Chrift triumphs ovef every obftacle, and 
that your pious principles conftrain you to 
the performance of this duty, then do you 
obey his dying commands, as a faithful 
diibiplc. You are about to make a good 
confeflion ; you are under proper dilpofi- 
tions, to bear open teftimony of your un- 
equivocal acceptation of Chrift Jefus, as 
your Saviour ; and that you joyfully receive 
his laws with a determined purpofe to o- 
bey them. You are going to put the beft 
of all intentions into ctFe£t, to yield up the 
concerns of your fouls and bodies into the 
direction of your Saviour, in full confi- 
dence, that Hq will guard you againft all 
temptations to apoftacy, and preicrve you 
from falling back into fmful praclices, or 
declining from your religious principles. 

3* As 
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3/ As you proceed in this converfe with 
yourfelves, mark well whether you go on 
with any degree of alacrity. The exami- 
nation of one's felf is commonly no agree- 
able tafk, if done impartially. But when, 
without grudging, you fet about this exer- 
cife, this will be the firft and befl evidence 
to your own minds that you are in earneft, 
and that you have a truly pious dcfire to 
obey your Lord in his laft injundlion; 
" That his faithful followers fhould com- 
memorate his death." 

Go on, therefore, with fortitude ; and 
may the God of Grace be propitious to 
you. Be not difcouraged ; it is pofitive- 
ly required as a duty from your beft Friend, 
for the beft of all purpofes ; that you fqt 
up a tribunal of inquifition in your breafts, 
and, riding circuit through the lecrets of 
your hearts, invcftigate impartially the 
thoughts and purpofes of your louls, and 
where you find you have a6led confiftent- 
ly with the laws of God, and have the 
approbation of your own confciences, per- 
fevere in thofe things that are praife- 
worthy ; where you have committed ini- 
quity, with firm relolution determine, that, 
by the afliftance of God, you will do fo no 
more. To aflift you in your fefearches, it 
may perhaps be ufeful to read the ten com- 
mandments with' ferious attention. Let 
the mind paufe at each of them, that time 
may be given to hear how far the voice of 
confcience approves your obedience, or dif- 

approves 
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approves of your breach of any of thefe 
laws, either in thought, in word, or in ac- 
tion. By this trial your fecret fins will be- 
come evident, the plagues of your heart 
will be knowa ; and the difeafes of your 
fouls will be felt, fo as to make you anxious 
that they may be healed. But your exa- 
mination muft be with care and diligence, 
neither done in hafte, nor in a tranfient 
manner ; becaufe diftinguilhed occafions re- 
quire great preparations, even in the af- 
fairs of human life ; how much more ap- 
plication is neceflary, when you, who are 
but duft and alhes, are in preparation to 
meet your God. It is no fmall talk for any 
man, to examine the powers and faculties 
of his foul and body, and to take into a 
ftridt and impartial fcrutiny, his thoughts 
and defires, his afFe£tions and paflions, his 
words and a6tions, his appetites and lenies, 
and to know how he has employed them. 
But there is no good man, who ferioufly 
wifhes to be a difciple of Chrifl Jefus, and 
to have the hopes of eternal life, but will, 
with all due diligence and application, 
prove himfelf, and examine his confcience, 
at dated tirries, but more elpccially, when 
he is going to partake of the lacred fyni- 
bols of Chrift's body, which was bro- 
ken, and of his blood, which was Ihed 
for the remiflion of fins. Thofe only are 
men of no religious principle, whofe con- 
fciences alarm them, and whofe fouls are 
grofly depravecjp who find themfelves galled 

at 
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at the review of their lives^ which they have 
mifpent in the purfuits of folly, who dare 
not turn their mind's eye upon their for- 
mer^ condu6l. You would be unwife, like 
them, if you followed their example. You 
are called to mark what has been amifs in 
you, in the times that are paft, that you 
may be led to amend your future lives ; and 
you are permitted to mark what is good, 
that you may applaud the Grace of God, 
which has made you what you are, that 
you may be encouraged to perfevere in thofe 
things which God approves, that through 
his cvcr-bleffed Son you may receive ever- 
lafting life. 

4. It is, I believe, too common for young 
and weak minds, to imagine, that the fpi- 
rit and temper of religion, confifts much 
in a fettled gloom and dejedlion, or in a 
captious cenforioufnefs in marking and de- 
lineating the chara61:ers of other men. Be- " 
ware of entertaining thefe ideas, but guard 
againfl: fuch aufterities in your examina- 
tions ; they only have a tendency to nurfe 
the feeds of peeviflmefs and difcontentment. 
Melancholy is no mark of genuine piety, 
but is rather the index of a dark and guilty 
mind, brooding over its criminalities, and 
which never has been warmed with real 
devout emotions. True religion recom- 
mends whatfocver is amiable and praiffc- 
worthy. It diflipates every fullen humour; 
and prefents to the mind, through an un- 
clouded fercnity, the pleaGng profpe6ls of 

immortalitv ; 
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immortality ; it colle6ls no multitude of 
yain apprehenfions, nor idle groundlefs 
forrows to overwhelm the foiil. It heals 
the fickened imaginations of the fearful ; 
quells the agitated paflions of the irritable ; 
ibothes the calamitous, in the midft of the 
vexatious occurrences of human life ; and 
encourages the fpirit of cheerfulnefs, -by 
afTuring the pious, that God is their un- 
wearied Friend, who will make all things 
work together for their good. 

Set therefore about your felf-e^tamina- 
tion, in that fpirit of meekriefs, which true 
and undefiled religion infpires. Encourage 
none of thofe four, acrimonious difpofitions, 
which are incongruous to the Gofpel of 
peace. You mull never forget, that, in your 
examination of yourfelves, your own heart, 
and your own condu6t, are the fubje6ls of 
your fcrutiny. You have nothing to do in 
this bufinefs with the adlions of others. 
The labourer, who has his eyes continually 
bent upon his neighbours employments, is 
certain to ncgle6l, his own; It has often 
happened, too, that people have abftained 
trom the Table of the Lord, exprefsly, be- 
caufe thofe whom they hated have partici- 
pated there. They allege they ought not 
to t:ommunicate with the wicked. For the 
fame reafon, they ought not to liften to the 
Word of God, becaufe the profane daily 
hear it. They ought to fhut their eyes too 
againft the brightnefs of the fun, becaufe 
the wicked behold it. Ever remember, my 

X friends, 
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friends, that the amiable virtue of Charitf, 
ever diftinguilhes the people of God, and 
covers the muhitude of fins. It is only the 
eye of envy, which (ickens at the fplendour 
of other's virtues ; and it is only the heart 
of gall, which is inquifitive after the frail- 
tie§ of other men. Into fuch gloomy ha- 
bitations true religion never enters. Hy- 
pocrily, indeed, often lurks in fuch frozen 
and phlegmatic fouls, and falfely teaches 
them, that the vices of others, ferve in 
fome mcafure to juftify them, and to think 
they are very good men, becaufe they find 
fome in the world more vicious than thcm- 
felves. Beware, I befeech you, of falling 
into this fnare. You are going to feparate 
between the good and bad in yourfehres, 
with a full purpole to crucify what is a- 
gainft your eternal interefts, and to cherifh 
thofe graces and virtues that adorn the 
Chriftian character. Purfuc this laudable 
purpofe ; if you perfevcre, you iTiall have 
cauic to rejoice. 

Enter now into your heart without timi- 
dity ; have no merc\ upon the idols which 
you formerly worlhipped ; hide them not 
among thofe valuable things which you in- 
tend to dedicate unto God. Grant no in- 
dulgence, however your inclination may 
\ plead, in behalf of the fins that do fo eafily 
, befet you. God will accept the re£titude 
of your intentions; while you do all in 
your power to pleale him, though your 
fervices may be imperfe6t,^ hit not fe; it 
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is your Father's good pleafure to give you 
the reward, through the perfe6l obedience 
of Chrift Jefus. While we fincerely endea- 
vour not to violate his laws, but to be as 
a£tive as our natures will permit, to do the 
duties he requires, this is the performance, 
which, through Chrilt, is, in the prei'ence 
of God, an acceptable fervice. 

Wc fhall now more particularly enter 
• with you into the fubje6ls, which are to be 
the matter of your candid examination; 
And, 

I. OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE. 

Ask yourfelf, if a knowledge of the na- 
ture and end of this Sacrament be an effen- 
,tial qualification of a worthy communi- 
cant ; Have I been at pains to underftand, 
.in a competent degree, the myfleries of it ? 

The reafon of this enquiry is obvious, 
becaufe you cannot enter into any kind of 
.contra<9: among men, without a know- 
ledge of the nature of the agreement ; fo 
neither can you dedicate yourfelves to 
Go^i in this Sacrament, without being ac- 
quainted with the nature of the covenant 
of Grace, given unto men through Chrift 
Jefus. You cannot plead, the blood of 
atonement, and lay your hand upon the 
head of this great propitiatory vi6lim, and 
implore God to pardon your fins, and re- 
.ceive you into his favour, when, like a 
child, you arc ignor^-at of the principles of 

Religion, 
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Religion, upon which the Chriftians hopes 
are founded, Chrift Jefus ' fuffered little 
children to be brought to him in baptifm \ 
but it was to the difciplcs who had been 
taught by him, that he gave the Sacrament 
of bread and wine, as the fymbols of his 
broken body,' and (hed blood. The blind 
and the lame were not permitted to be of- 
fered to God in facrifice, under the law ; 
iieither muft thc)% who are blindly igno- 
rant of the principles of religion, encom- 
pafs the altars of God ip this folem'nity. 
The ignorant know not how to approaclj 
J:his Great King^ nor what belongs to the 
honour of his name. Bqt be not difcou- 
raged, you may have a capacity for the be- 
nefits of this ordinance, though, on divine 
topics you be unfkilled in handling in- 
tricate difputations. It is better if yoU 
hunibly know your dqty as a fincere Chrif- 
tian,' and pradlife it, than to be an acute 
fcholaftic reaforier upon principles,^ that 
jieither afFe£l your heart, nor influence your 
life. To know and believe that Chrift is 
the Son of God ; to know that we are con- 
ftituted heirs to eternal life, through his 
JTierits ; that he is able to fave to the utter- 
rnoft, all thatcomie unto God by him ; that 
he died to deliver us from the power of 
death, and rofe again for our jaftification ; 
and is alive for evermore to make intercef- 
fion for us, are noble and exalted fubjecls, 
when properly exercifed, to engage us to prc- 
i'ent ourfeives to God. But if the glorafied 

Angels 
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Apgelsthemfelves cannot attain to a perfe6b 
knowledge of all the wife purpofcs and ends 
of the death apd refurrection of Chrift Jefus^ 
fo w.e cannot expedl that the moft fublimc 
underrtandings among men, fhall be ?ible 
completely to inveftigate i'o vaft a fubject. 
Next, aik yourfelves, Whether you realr 
ly in lora.e meafure know, and fmcerely be- 
lieve, in the exceeding grcatnefs and mer* 
cies of pod, and are lo lenfible of your o- 
bligations to him upon account of them, 
that yqu defire moft anxioufly to dedicate 
yourfelves * to him in this Sacrament. .If 
this lively fenfe of obligation, awakens 
ftrong and prevailing purppfes of obedience 
in you, and the richc^of God*s goodncfs be 
ciaily and habitually prefent in your minds, 
liappy are ye, if you perfevere. By his ho- 
ly VVord, by the preiaching of the Gofpel, 
and the divine operations of his bleffed Spi- 
irit, he will engreafe your knowledge ; he 
y^all unfold to your underftandings more 
abundant difcoveries of the amiable per- 
Fcdlions of his nature. He will exhibit to 
vour foul's fatisfa6lion the riches of his 
Grace, and paternal Compaflion, in call- 
ing you from deftru6lion, to be partakers 
of Redemption by Jefus Chrift. He will 
excite your gratitude, to fearch the Scrip- 
tures, that you may know; to hear the 
Gofpel with attention, and profit ; that you 
may believe the declarations of his divine 
revelation. He will diicover to you, that 
his Love and Kindncfs arc better than life, 

and 
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^d are evident in the great fcheme of re- 
ademption by his well-beloved Son ; who 
came the willing meflenger of peace an^ 
reconciliation, to the world involved in 
guilt, and under a condemnation of death, 
ij/Jiich it was not in the power of any crea- 
ted exiftence to reverfe. He calls you by 
jbis Gofpei to accept the proffered pardon 
jpf your fins. He is your Interceflbr in hea* 
yen, pleading on the merits of his blood, 
with the Father, that you may be made 
willing to receive with joy, the glad tidings 
of falvation. He hath fent the holy Spirit 
of all Grace to aflift and guide you, and 
to apply the benefits of his death to your 
fouls. To fet before you the profpe<3: of 
Glory, honour, and immortality, and to 
.affure you, upon the foundations of eternal 
Truth, that if you are faithful, as his difci-» 
pies, unto death, you fhall enjoy an abfo-» 
Jute and complete happinefs, without in-, 
terruption, or end of duration. 

If you know and believe thefe things ; if 
you are convinced indeed of the divine Be-» 
xie violence and Mercy of God, difcoverable 
in efFe6ts fo valuable as thefe, from the e- 
ternal fountain of all Good ; and if the 
confideration of them avvaken ingenious 
fentiments in you, of making all the re- 
turns of affedlion and gratitude to him in 
jour power ; and if they create in your 
mind luch a love, efteem, and admiration, 
as the faculties of your fouls are capable of ; 
and if, from your hearts, you fincerely re- 

folvQ 
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folve to pay a due obedience to Chrift, and 
to count all things but Jofs for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of him, who is our 
Lord, and to find him, you would fuiFer 
the lofs of all things without murmuring, 
and value your gain at an ineftimable price, 
could you but win Chrift. If thefe be thfc 
fmcere defires of your minds, fo far your 
examination will be fatisfadtory. 



II. OF YOUR FAITH. 

You will now try the nature of that 
Faith that is in you ; for, without this 
grace, it is impoffible to pleafe God. As 
this is a principle fo requifite in the fpi- 
ritual life, the utmoft caution is neceffary 
in your enquiries concerning the pofleffion 
of it. You can have no true relifti for the 
benefits that are derived from the death of 
Chrift, without this great qualification. 

Afk, therefore, yourlelves. Have your' 
minds, under the deepeft impreffions of 
confcious guilt, been humbled for your ini- 
quities, as highly ofFenfive to the moft high 
God, and apprehenfive of the danger to 
which you are expoled, by being under the 
dilplealure of the Almighty ? Have you fled 
to Chrift Jefus, believing in his merits, and 
being perluaded of the neceflity of a Savi- 
our, and fenfible of the power of his 
Grace ? Are you convinced, and do you 
receive with gladnefs, the report of the 
' Gofpel 



l68 feSSAY II. 

Gofpel concerning him? Do you commit 
your fouls to him, with all their interefts^ 
for pardon, prote6lion, faa6tification of 
life, and eternal faivation ? 

zdhy Does your belief in this Saviour^ 
elevate your mind from the low abafement 
of fm and mifery, and excite your fouls to 
breathe after fpiritual and divine things, 
to lead lives of holinefs by faith upon the 
Son of God. This is the great article of 
Faith, by which all the benefits of the fuf- 
ferings and death of Chrift are ours, in the 
covenant of Redemption. By this are we 
delivered from the bondage of fm, and the 
corruption inherent in our natures. What 
hath he to ratify and feal at the Table of 
the Lord who delights in fenfual things* 
To come to God, in pretence of dedicatmg 
ourielves to him, and of receiving the feal 
of the remiflion of our fins, while we take 
delight in them, declares us to be, not on- 
ly grofsly hypocritical, but impious. What 
communion has darknefs with light ? How 
will you afTociate Belial with Chrifl: ? 

^diy^ Are your minds ferioufly imprefied 
with the belief, that as God is your Crea- 
tor, he is your abfolute Proprietor, So- 
vereign, and Lord ; and consequently has 
a right to direit and. govern you, as is a- 
;reeable to his wifdom ; and that it is your* 
uty to yield obedience to his laws, and to 
give him the juft homage he requires, both 
in your hearts and lives? Are you con- 
vinced, that your God, to give demonftra- 

tion 
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itibn of the riches of his mercy through 
Ghrift Jefus, while you were yet finnersj 
did fend his Son to die for you, that you 
might be bought with the ineftimable price 
of his blood ; and that you ought there* 
fore to glorify God with your body, and in 
your fpirits, which are God's. Have you 
then earneftly endeavoured to leave off the 
finful pra6lices of the degenerate world, and 
to conform your lives to the example of 
Chrift ? As he poured out his foul an offer- 
ing for fm, and gave his whole body to be 
broken for you, have you devoted wholly 
and entirely your fouls and bodies unta 
him ? Have yoii given attention to the com- 
mandment, that as the grace of God, that 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared unto all 
ttleni to teach them, that denying ^all un- 
godlinefs and wordly lulls, we lliould live 
loberlyj rightcoufly, and godly^ in this pre- 
fent worldj looking for that bleffed hope^ 
and glorious appearing of the great God^ 
and our Saviour Jefus Chrift, who gave 
himfelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purity unto himfelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works ? 
If thus, in faith, you yield yourfelves to 
God^ he will grant the nobleft eonfolations 
to your minds ; he will relieve you under 
the fenfe of fm ; he will accept of you as 
fuitable guefts at his table ; he will diffipate 
your fears in the profpe6t of death, and 
make your neareft views of eternity^ plea- 
fmg and dclightfuL 

If You 
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You are determined to receive Chrift as 
he is offered ini the Golpel. If you will fervc 
him with integrity of heart, he is a Pro- 
phet, he will inftru6t you how your fer- 
vices will be accepted; he will remedy 
your miferies ; he will dilpel the darknefs 
of your ignorance ; his divine precepts will 
inftru6l you how to walk as children of 
light. As obje6ls infinitely worthy of your 
regard, to ftimulate you to perform what 
you have refolved, behold life and immor- 
tality are brought to light by his Gofpcl, 
as your (hining reward, if you perfeverc to 
the end. 

You are perfuaded that there is no other 
name under heaven, given among men, 
whereby you muft be faved. You are 
therefore refolved not to afcribe any glory 
to your own endeavours, in performing the 
works of the law. Faith, you know, puts 
a value upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
alone. Strive, therefore, to be found ia 
that righteoufnefs, which is, through the 
faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs \suhich is 
of God by faith. You are not to fuppofe, 
that the works you either have already done, 
or may perform, can or do merit falvation, 
but entirely through the meritorious life 
and atoning death of Chrift, your Great 
High Prieft, can you expe£t your guilt ftiall 
be expiated, and, by his power as a King, 
you can have the hopes of being refcued 
from the captivity and dominion of fin. 
But confecrate to him the powers and fa- 
culties 
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culties of your minds, and the members 
and adlions of your bodies, that you may 
exercife yourlelves, according to the will of 
God. Then will his power protedl you 
from all evil ; his wiidom will condu6t you 
into all that is good ; his infinite mercy 
will forgive your iniquities; and, by an 
eternity of glory and felicity, he will re* 
ward your faithful fervices, through the 
merits of his ever-blefled Son. 



OF YOUR REPENTANCE. 

When you have impartially reviewed 
your bypaft lives, as far as your memories 
fcrve you, there will be many things, for 
the commiffion of which, you will find 
great caufe of contrition. Now Repent- 
ance implies, not only a orrow for fins 
committed, but a turning Irom all iniqui- 
ty, with abhorrence. The Scripture no- 
tion of the word imports, an inward change 
both of the ftate and temper of the mind. 
" Repent,'' fays the Almighty by his pro- 
phet, " make ye a new heart, and a new 
fpirit; for why will ye die, O houfe of 
Ifrael.'* Faith in Jelus Chrift, is indeed 
the condition of the new covenant of grace 
given to men ; but repentance is pofitively 
a neceffary ingredient in forming the Chrif- 
tian chara6ler. You muft thcretore enquire 
at yourfelves candidly, whether, you find 
any change in the dilpofition of your minds, 

that 
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that tends to afFe£l snd operate upon the 
whole of your moral ftate and condudt; 
and whether your inclinations lead you to 
purfue an oppofite courfe to your fornmer 
and habitual modes of a6ling. You muft 
afk your confciences, if the fufFerings and 
death of Chrift, have influence upon your 
mind to fuch a degree, that whereas you 
formerly (heltered fin in your heart, you 
are now difpofed to flay that enmity, and 
are anxious to be reconciled to God, being 
pver upon your guard to approve yourfelves 
the dilciples of Chrift Jeius, by a renewed 
life, and a converfation, fuitable to the 
Cfofpel. 

It you are truly fenfible, that every fin is 
a difeafe in the foul, which, if indulged 
and cherifhed, will weigh you down to de- 
ftru6lion ; if you arc convinced, that the 
motives which vicioufly influenced and 
mifled you, were not only extremely crimi- 
nal, but too mean and degrading for the 
rational nature to find fatis?a6lion in, and 
totally unfuitable to the purpofes for which 
your great Author gav^ ypu your being ; 
if you are firmly relolved no longer to in- 
dulge thofe paflTions, nor to gratify thofe in- 
clinations which formerly deceived you, but 
to live confiftent to the di6latcs of true re- 
ligon, under a fenfe of duty and obligation, 
and are ever refolved to a6l, as being un- 
der the infpe£tion of the all-pervading eye 
of Omnifcience, you are indeed fuch as he 
will approve at his facred table. 

But 
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' But if, upon examination, you find that 
Jthc pleafures of fin are ftill grateful to you, 
and that the loveandpra6ticeof fome known 
snd wilful offences ftill influence your con- 
du<9; ; if you arc unwilling to put away the 
vanities of your former corrupt converfa- 
tion; if the reft rain ts of religion are your 
^verfion, and the exercifes of a fpiritual life 
are really tedious, and burdenfome, you arc 
not guided by the fpirit of true repentance. 
Reipember it is not the confefling of fin 
with your mouths only, and forming a {6vf 
faint, languid, and ineffedtual refolutions 
of amendment, or purpofing to forfake a 
few particular evils, and to gratify your- 
ielves in fome other vices which you efteem 
lefs criminal, will be of any avail to con- 
Aitute you the true and faithfql difciples of 
(thrift:, 

3e affured, that the principle of true re- 
pentance makes every vice appear odious 
and deteftabje, fliews guilt in all its natu- 
ral deformity, and exhibits the tranfgreflbr 
as braving the moft dangerous confequences. 
Repentance confiders every fin to be level- 
led againft the authority, government, and 
will pf God, and tp be fubverfivc of that 
order and harmony which he would have 
eftabliftied and prefcrved in the world. If, 
therefore, you are convinced, th^t (m de- 
bafc5 our natures, corrupts our minds, dif- 
orders our afFe6tions, and alienates us from 
God, unfitting us for the happinefs of en- 
joying him ; To you determine to turn ^- 

way 
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way from all kinds of fins, and endea-* 
vour to fubdue every propenfity to them^ 
or habit of committing them. Bein| 
thus ftedfaftly rcfolved to ftrirc, witi 
the alfiftance of God, againft all iniqui- 
ty, and to bring under fubjedtion your 
paffions and af&£tions to the dictates 
of confcience, and the laws which God 
hath given for the regulation and go- 
vernment of them, you may fatisfy your- 
fclves, that you will not be unacceptable 
guefts at the Lord's table. 



OF YOUR CHARITY. 

You muft niext examine yourfclves, can- 
didly, with relpedl to your benevolence and 
charity towards all men. This grace is 
the diftinguilhing badge of Chriftianity. 
** A new commandment. I give unto you, 
that ye love one another as 1 have loved 
you.'* This is the laft will and teftament 
of Chrift Jefus to all his difcipks. Unlcfe 
you find your hearts really ditpofed to for- 
give the offences and injuries of others, and 
are inclined to do all the offices of benefi- 
cence to your neighbours which are in your 
power, you are by no means qualified to 
partake of this holy Sacrament. We muft 
not pretend to offer ourfelves as living fa- 
crifices to God, till we firft of all *' be re- 
conciled to our brother.'* The more that 
finccre worlhippers love God^ the more 

their 
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their love to one another will increafe. 
And this principle of charity, not only will 
reftrain us from all perfonal and private 
violence or revenge, but will diipole us to 
forgive, even the multitude of repeated of- 
fences. Nay, it commands us to exercife 
real a£ts of kindnefs to our greateft^ene- 
mies, even " to do good to them that hate 
us, and to pray for them which deipiteful- 
ly ufc us, and perfecute us/' It therefore 
is . incumbent upon all thofc who would 
thus folemnly dedicate themfelves to God, 
to examine the receffes of their hearts, and 
to be certified, *' that they live in charity 
with all men, before they prefume to eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup/' 



OF THE MOTIVES WHICH INDUCE YOU TO 
PARTAKE OF THIS SACRAMENT. 

Are you fenfible, that the ftrongeft ties 
of love, of duty and gratitude, which you 
' owe to the Almighty, influence you to o^ 
bey the exprefs commandment of Chrift, to 
preferve the memory of his love to mankind, 
by partaking of this Sacrament ? Are you 
impreffed with this important convi6lion, 
that all your prefent bleflings and future 
hopes of eternal life, are purchafed by the 
meritorious death of Chrilt Jefus ? Do you 
truft that your Faith will gather ftrength, 
by meditating upon the love of God in 
Chrift Jefus, who lived and died to enlarge 

the 
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the charity and love of mankind, botfe td 
God, and to one another ? Is your purpofe 
at this holy Supper, to engage, that you will 
ftrive, by his grace helping you, to bring 
your hearts and lives to a nearer conformity 
to the example of Chrift ? Filled with for- 
rowfor your offences, arc you refolved to 
look upon him whom your fins have 
pierced ; and, being filled with contrition^ 
do you determine to forfake all iniquity, 
and to renew your covenant- engagements, 
for a better life and converfatiori, in view 
of his Crofs? Do you firmly believe, that 
this Sacrament is appointed as one of thofc 
means by which Chrift Jefus would repair 
the ruins which the fraud of the Devil, and 
our evil* wills and afFe6lions have made in 
our fouls, either as to our fafety or com- 
fort, that, Svhen we behold him upon hii 
Crofs, we may have ground to hope, that 
our paft fins Ihall be pardoned, becaufe of 
his fufFerings, and our fouls wafhed and 
purified, becaufe of his blood? And d6. 
you^ upon this account, intend to com«^ 
memorate his death, as the alone propitia- 
tion for fin, and to plead forgivenefs froiri 
God, of all your offences at his facrcd ta- 
ble ? If thefe are the motives which in- 
fluence you to A defire of partaking of thii 
facred Supper, you verily may expert that 
Chrift wifl^ confider you as the children o^ 
his Father, and members of his body. He 
will grant you additional fupply of further 
grace ai^d aflTiftance, to unite you more 

clofely 
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fcloiely to himfelf. He will cdmmuriicatc 
to you his holy Spirit, which will in- 
fluence^ enliven, iand a£luat^ you^ that yoii 
may derive ftrength and nouriftiment from 
him, who is your head, " That you may 
grow up td him in all things, till ye be* 
come perfedt men in Ghrift Jeius." 

Thus tiiay the Eternal and ever-blefled 
God, who is to all beings the univerfal Fa- 
ther, fo dire6t you by his Spirit, to examine 
yourfelveSj that, when yoii come to eat of the 
fymbols of Chrift's body^ that was broken^ 
and to drink of his blood, which was (hed 
for the remiffion of your fins^ you may 
have caufe to rejoice in all his benefits^ and 
Ivith your fouls to magnify his holy Name; 
May the unfearchable riches of the grace of 
God in Chrift Jefus, be ever prefent to 
your thoughts^ that you may ever live to 
his fervice, who died for your falvation,' 
and rofe again for your j unification. May 
he fo ftrengthen all your pious refolutions, 
that they may end in fincere and conftant 
obedience to the divine will ; may he work 
in you, and confirm a lively faith ; may he 
excite your hearts to a generous love to 
himfelf, and a glowing charity to all man- 
kind ; may you^ trufting in his merits^ find 
mercy from God, and, condudted by his 
gracious Spirit, may you be preferved blatme- 
lefs to the day or our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift^ Amen^ 
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ESSAY III. 

ON THE 

CARDINAL AND CHRISTIAN 

VIRTUES. 
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HEN we obferve human life from its 
infancy, alas! what do we behold ? Feeble 
Man, entering upon a precarious courfe, 
proclaimingwith cries, and demonftrating 
with tears, what a forry dependant he is up^ 
on the affiftance and lympathy of others? 
Weak, naked, and helplefs, what a variety of 
untaught arguments he brings from NatureV 
ftores, to claim our pity. Thefe complaints 
of thine, little innocent, are but the pre- 
ludes to thy future lorrows. For„ whether 
born under the aufpices of fober humility,* 
or under the influences of fmiling, but ca- 
pricious fortune, none of our mortal race 
are exempted from pain and fuffcring. • In 
the morning of life, thy friends are toncjly 
hoping tliat every gale will waft its frag-; 
ranee unto thee ; that thy mind will be* 
unruffled with anxiety: No thorn, they; 
think, will beftrew thy path ; that the fun^ 
of profperity will ever fmile on thee witH 
fond regard ; and the earth will pour forth 
her treafures to feed thee ; her ftores to en- 
rich thee. But thefe are the delufive toys 

of 
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of fancy ; thefe are the wifhes of thy pa- 
rents.; but thefe they cannot reahze. 

We have placed thee in the vale of hfe, 
and now thou art upon thy way to death. 
When young, like us, thou wilt^ encircle 
thy brows with the rofe-buds of the fmihng 
fpring. Thy elated mind will plan a- 
mufcments fuitable to thy relifh. Like us, 
thou wilt anticipate the happinefs of future 
days. We tried the fweets of youth ; we 
tafted the cup of delight ; we efteemed that 
good which was beyond the reach of our 
attainment, and called it happincls. Full 
of- hope, we rufhed forward to the gliften- 
ing prize. If that we v/iflied, was happily 
gained by toil and perfeverance, our ex- 
pe6lations were deceived in the enjoyment. 
Or, if our labours met with difappoint- 
ment, we fat us down in fullen difcontent- 
mcnt, or murmuring anguifh. Roufed by 
ibme frefh dream of warm imagination, 
wc beat about again, in hope that other 
ftages of our courfe would yet'beftow Ibme 
real felicity. But fage experience has ever 
demonftrated to us, in the end, that no 
earthly latisfactions are adequate to our 
fanguinc wilhes, or ever will repay the fo- 
licitude we employ to attain them. 

We fhall'fuppofe you, rejoicing at the 
delightful profpe6t, that foon your mind 
will be matured by reafon and judgment, 
to launch into the world, not ignorant 
of the duties belonging to the llation of 
life you are to occupy, and able to ac- 
quit 
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auit yourfelf with honour ; fo that you 
lall be no difgrace to the parentajge from 
which you are fprung, nor any. difcredit tq 
the laborious education of your youth. 

If thefe are the fentiments which fire 
your bofom, remember, my young friend, 
that, by Virtue alone, you niay accomplifti 
your purpofe, and approve yourfelf wife, 
in the eftimation of all good men. Even 
dull and low fpirited men, may, by in- 
duftry, get riches ; and, by diligence and 
perfeverence, honours may be acquired ; 
yet the firft may be wafted again in Ipite of 
care, and the latter loft:, in fpite of pru- 
dence ; but Virtue will crown your days 
with true felicity, and give your name im^ 
mortality, becaufe (he herfelf is immprtaK 

My intention is to point out to your no- 
tice, if you wilh to be happy and refpeftcd, 
what the fnares are which you ought cau- 
tioufly to avoid ; and what the track is, 
you ihould through life afliduoufly purfucJ 

Beware of self-conceit : Thi?i great 
favouptc of mortals, is the firft Syren that 
mifleads the unwary by its fafcinations, into 
every devious path of prejudice. It, and 
FLATTERY cohjoiued, are the two moft 
dangerous attendants of Error. By their 
united blandifhments, the afcendancy is 
foon gained over the underftanding ; and 
youthful minds fall an eafy prey to arro- 
gance and PRESUMPTION. To avoid thefe 
inchanting daemons, which have been fft 
pften fatal to the inexperienced, view your- 
felf 
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felf frequently in the mirror of REFLECTioNt 
The firfl favourites of Wifdom, have ever 
pra6tifed what I advife you ; and, by fo 
doing, their fingular modesty, always as a, 
charm, delighted every eye, and claimed 
admiration from every heart. Modesty, 
is the noble badge of innocence ; it (lamps 
a value upon beauty, gives an admirable 
luftre to real talents, and is inexpreflibly 
engaging when its rofy influence is feen 
upon the cheek of age, ripened by Virtue 
and Wifdom, 

The children of vanity never ftoop 
to reflection; the beaten track to fridb; 
they purfue. They have no need, they 
think, of ^ny of thefe vulgar precautions ; 
and, by preferving an unfubdued confi- 
dence, they cannot fail of recommending 
themfelves. Too headftrong to be inftruc- 
ted, and impatient of all reftraint, from 
the heights of indiscretion, they plunge 
into the dangers of life, and, felf-devoted, 
periili ; who, had they lought to be refreih- 
cd with the dew of knowledge, in the 
vale of HUMILITY, might, in time, have 
eiijoyed a lading efteem. But when Pride 
deftroys refleftion, obftinacy and prejudice 
foon lucceed, till, like the oak, that yields 
not to the tempeft, but is fooner broken 
than bended ; fo the haughty, by keeping 
up a tone of fupcriority, to which they 
have no juft title, are at laft crulhed by 
their betters into contempt. 

Be 
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Be not deceived, by fuppofing, that true 
felicity refides with pleafurc. Your ienfual 
appetites, unreined, will bring difeafe and 
penury. Nor will you perceive your excefs, 
till furfcit, remorfe, and pain, give you 
the bitter fruits of youir own indifcretion to 
digeft. Always guard againft fuch things 
as encourage feniual difpofitions ; and the 
feducing allurements will foon ceafe to be 
troubleibnie, and your days will glide on to 
their end in comfort. The voice of Wif- 
dom, which always admoniflies without 
rancour, teaches you to fealon your joys 
with moderation, and health will be your 
reward. You would not purchafe acute 
and lingering pains to torment you, for 
fhort, for unfubftantial, and imperfe<Sl, de- 
lights ? He who cherifhes the feeds of folly 
in his youth, may expe6l to reap the tears 
of repentance in maturer years. He who 
checks not his paffions from fenfual enjoy- 
ments, tampers with his own ruin, and 
pays dangerous homage to the images of 
death. 

Shun DISSIPATION, as you value life; 
it lays up in the heart the treafures of fu- 
ture wretchednefs ; it (harpens the flings of 
forrow, and plucks from the fout the feeds 
of tranquillity, planting, in their ftead, the 
agonies of remorfe. To enjoy every thing, 
without abufing any thing, is true wifdom, 
and makes us relifh whatever the liberality 
of heaven bellows. Excefs fpeedily furfeits 
^nd difgufts ; and the rapid courie of extra- 

. valance 
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vagance and pleafure is foon over, being of- 
ten finifhed in fatality. Would you avoid 
tliofe quick-fands, which have fwallowed up 
unmercifully, the thoufands of the human 
race in all ages, cultivate prudence, thefitfi 
Cardinal Virtue. 

According as mortals are acquainted 
with this amiable and mild virtue, and ad- 
here to its dictates^ they commonly are for- 
tunate, or unhappy. We do not pretend 
to fay, that, upon our unwearied applica- 
tion to its rules, the whole of our luccefles 
depend, for that would be afcribing too 
much to Prudence ; and the daily obfer- 
vation of unforefeen accidents and occur- 
ences, which often prevent the fineft 
fchemes of human fagacity, would con- 
tradidl the affertion. For, as an experi- 
enced General is often the fafety of an 
army, and a Ikilful Pilot fecurity to a vef- 
fel; lo PRUDENCE governs and manages 
the felicity of our lives ; yet, as diitafcs 
may deftf'oy the army, and an accident un- 
forefeen may fink the veflel ; fo our difcre- 
tion may be unexceptionable, and yet we 
unfortunate : but he who pofTeiles not pru- 
dence, wants a principle rcquifite of Vir- 
tue. Without it, let the talents of a man 
be ever fo fplendid, he will always be 
doomed to the inferior walks of life, and 
creep to his end inglorious. But mark in 
general the man who is conducted by pru- 
dence ; from inferiority, b) a fteady per- 
leverance, he rifes to efteem and- honour, 

and, 
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andj from pdvertyj to abundance and con* 
tentment. 

Your defire then is, by your ]?ftuDENCE| 
to avoid the fnares that have ruined many; 
You fee that a third for honour influences 
the moli noble and exalted fpirits : You 
behold them feeking for it in fields of 
blood and carnage, in parched defarts, and 
in the watery waftes of the ocean. Well^ 
your mind alfo is inflamed to acquire it in 
the midft of dangers. Have you then re-^ 
marked^ that fometimes the moft unwortby^ . 
have been the moft fuccefsful in the pur- 
fuit ? Have you ferioufly weighed what ho- 
nour is when acquired ? A breath, a name, 
which envy difllpates^ and time deftroys^ 
when its foundation is not laid in virtue. 
A generous ambition to excel, howevcr,^ 
with men of great fouls, and virtuous prin- 
ciples, is amiable, is laudable ; and w^ell he 
. deferves renown, who is fufceptibleof fuch 
meritorious and well-earned praifes. But, 
without piety, and ftrift integrity, learn, 
whoever thou art, that thy mind, by an in- 
fatiable thirft of honour, will be corrupted^ 
and thyfelf betrayed. Recollc6t, that, in 
acquiring a name of greatnefs, the luftre of 
which is to reflect itlelf from a multitude 
of dangerous adventures, the jealoufy of 
rivals, lefs worthy than thou, will ftrive to 
blaft thy laurels, by calling thy coai'age 
foolhardinefs ; thy caution, by the appella- 
tion of cowardice. Even the fons of virtue, 
in the exercife of all that is praife- worthy^ 

are 
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are fcowled upon by affe6fced bigots^ or 
thcjr are blamed by filly enthufiaftSy whd 
being unwilling to imitate their example, 
declare them to be, what they themfefvcs 
in reality are^ infincere and hypocritical. 

But by arms you would arrive at prefer- 
ment ? Know then, that wherever you turn, 
dalngersi will multiply around you ; and^ 
mark^ where one returns from the field, 
crowned with honours, and loaded with 
the fpoils he has won, thoufands, as de« 
ierving as himfelf, are left mangled on the 
earth, giving fad demonftration of the 
guilty^ and tumultuous ambition of man* 
kind. How often have we feen the Soldier, 
whofe toils^ by land and by fea, have been 
innumerable, and who has met them all 
with a becoming fortitude, returning to 
his ungrateful country, where domeftic ene- 
mies have done more to tarnifh the merit 
of his fword, than foreign foes could ac- 
complifh. Nayj have we not fcen with, 
indignation. Cowardice itfelf, fneaking off 
with his reward, crowned with applaufe,' 
and grafping the Hero's well-earnea prize. 

Avoidmg this dangerous and precario,u$ 
path, you would be crotvned with the learn- 
ed laurel ? You would ihine among the ee-: 
niufes of the firft importance and magnitude I 
Well, your defire is laudable. But neither be 
too raih, nor over-fanguine. Vjiew^ patient- 
ly, one great Character*, who, by a fteady 

A a perfeverend^ 

* Dr. R^b— rt— f-*h. 
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Eerfcverance, raifed himfelf to an envied 
eight. Think you he acquired his merit- 
ed admiration without difficulty ? Were 
not his performances received with merci- 
lefs fcrutiny, by jealous rivals, who endea- 
voured to throw every bar between him 
and FAME ? Yet, fuperior to every attempt, 
he burft through all oppofition, like uie 
irrefiftible thunderbolt; he arofc into re- 
nown; and his memorial flands upon a 
firmer bafis, than the triumphal arch, or 
lofty pyramid. Thofe monuments of prince* 
ly vanity, proclaim indeed the fplendour 
and power of the ages in which they 
arofe; but now, in rueful language, they 
declare, how Time has dripped them of 
their fineft ornaments, and erafed the 
names, and defeated the purpofes of their 
haughty founders. But his glory is writ- 
ten indelible in the hidoric-page ; and 
when Time, which levels all, ihall reduce 
the fuperb buildings, and labours of the 
CREAT, to confufion and forgetfulnefs, his 
name and memorial, during every period, 
ihall be illuflrious. Be ypu cautious of 
afpiring to follow his fteps in the career of 
literary glory. The fame circumftances 
which exalted him, may never happen to 
you ; and with the like abilities and culti- 
vatiori, you might neverthelefs live in ob- 
fcurity, or fome trifling contingent might 
blafl to you every bloflom of hope. The 
world faw the unfortunate Boyse fet out 
in literary purluits, with a head as clear, 

and 
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and a heart as found, as might authorife 
very fanguine expe6tations : But no cheer- 
ing ray Ihone on his firft attempts. He 
funk unnoticed into oblivion. Poverty, 
that banc of real merit, blafted every hope, 
and nipt at once every budding promife to 
eminence. He fell ; and as certain as the 
rich have many friends, as certainly poor 
BoYSE had none. He ftarved and died in 
obfcurity, unlamented ; while Genius alone, 
embalmed him with a tear of pity and re- 
gret 

But you are alarmed at the name, and 
chilled at the confequences of poverty.-— 
Your thirft is after plenty ; ana you ima- 
gine that all things are to be procured by 
riches ? You hope to find wealth and con- 
tentment ftrewed upon the paths of in- 
duftry ? It is only,, my Friend, by an honeft 
manner of acquiring riches, that you can 
ftcnre contentment in them and felicity^ 
An infatiable love of gain, and an over- 
weening anxiety of preierving their acqui- 
fitions, corrode the hearts, and wafte the 
fpirits, and banifh the repofe, of the covet- 
ous. By the low infmuations of sordid 
AVARICE, our finer fympathics arc blunted, 
and rendered callous. A greedy appetite 
after wealth, bars ilp every fource of locial 
intercourfe, robs us of tru& felicity, dif- 
fipates our joys, and at laft ruins our re- 
pofe. 

The Mifcr eats his fparing morfel alone, 
and with anxiety. He lies down, and fu- 

fpicion 
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ijpicion baniihe^ from his couch the fweets 
of pomppfurc. He arifes in the morning 
iErom interrupteid, unrcfrefhing flumbers. 
He again turns to his idol, and pays ho- 
mage to avarice : His cri^el god riswards 
Jiis unwearied fervices, by ftarvipg his vo- 
tary^ in the ipidft of abundance. Or per- 
haps his riches, in which he delights, arm 
the rapacious ruffian againfl his life. At an 
unguarded momept, the dagger, iharpen- 
^d with cruelty, may reach h^ for.did heart 
Thus goes he from life by accident unfore: 
feen, and from gains unenjpycd. His la- 
bouf s are repaid with vanity, ancl his fPC? 
inorial is covered ii^rith 4arkneis. 

Yoii alk, Are the rewards then of prur 
dent c^re, the bai^e of the induftripus ? Are 
the f]iveets of toil^ to be the def|:ru^Qn of 
the labouripus ? [ 

The providence of Heavep i^ more in- 
dulgent : Wealth is given to the man, and 
temperate enjoy mefit, who dl^f^r^^ tp Ix? 
rich, that he naay extend the fphere^ of his 
iifefulnef^ ; )yho feejcs to relieve the indi- 
gent, and to encourage the deferying. Such 
^ man itludies^ ip the midft pf his friends, 
to ificw that he can be temperate, and yet 
relifli the enjoyment of his hpneft acqi^ifi- 
tions. He makes himfelf refpe£led ^mpng 
his equals, becaufe he abpqnds in all things, 
and Ihares his plepty with the indigent. 
He is rich, and not fupercilious : He de- 
lights to affift the children pf mi§fortupe ; 
jind, by giving relief before they alk it, he 
' ' ^ prevents 
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prevents the painfiil blufh of bafhful folicis 
tation* But, though he be charitable, he is 
careful not to cancel his gifts, by founding 
them to the world with the trumpet of 
oftentation. 

Suth a man as this I would have you to 
imitate. His countenance is ever cheerful ; 
his temper always ferene i and he is conti- 
nually armed againd any crofs accident 
which may arrive to him. He may be 
toiled amidft the reftlefs vicifTitqdes of life, 
like other men ; b\;t his fecurity is in that 
Providence, that he knows will be with 
him in all fituations, and make all things 
fubfervient to his good. If tried by adver- 
(ity, he fhould be obliged to take the hum* 
ble 'cottage for his anylum, defpondency 
would be no part of the ec^uipage he would 
carry thither. In profpenty, neither pride 
nor arrogance, are feen in his hofpitable 
dwelling. In a palace, humility would be 
his chief ornament, anc^ prudent charity 
his delight. Such a character as this, bor-* 
rows no ludre from the forms of pageant* 
ry, the tinfel of external greatnefs, nor the 
diftant fawning obeyfance of inferiours: 
His virtue creates him efteem; his piety to 
Qod, and his amiable and benevolent de« 
portment towards men, beftow upon hirn 
ierenity of mind, and real felicity. 

You are then convinced, that it is good 
for a man to be diligent in all his affairs, 
and to (hare a. part of the profits of his la- 
bours with the children of adverfity. You 

ditapprove 
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difapprove of that man's conduftf who 
(trains every faculty to acquire wealth, jfor 
the fake of pleating his eyes« and to brood 
over it. And you applaud him who is in^ 
duftrious in all his concerns, that he may 
not be urged from neceffity, nor tempted 
in his inclinations, t;o ufe.any fraudulent 
expedient to procure fubfillence, at the ex« 
pence of his integrity ? 

But you are animated to higher views ; 
you would have t\}t glory of your name to 
reach the ears of ftrangers, and to be fpo^ 
ken of with admiration amidft diilant na- 
tions } 

You pity, perhaps defpife, the man who 
is prevented by fcanty means from beco- 
ming illuftrious. Your mind is inflamed 
with the defire of rifing to eminence in tht 
State; and you think it laudable to ufe 
your wealth to increafe your influence. 
You fpurn with indignation the idea of 
creeping along the humble^ folitary Ivalks 
of life, and to bury your talents in the vale 
of obfcurity. You behold with envy^ the 
external pomp of the man in power ; you 
admire the approving fmile of the multi- 
tude, who gaze on men in eminent ftations ; 
the fuperfluous trappings of courtly magni- 
ficence, the excels and novelty of expenfive 
oftentation, bewitch and enfiiare ypu.— 
But has your difeafed reafon ever permitted 
you to confider, how often the ambitious 
man facriflces his peace to accompliih his 
purpofes ? 

Mark 
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- Mark the ambitious glutton^ how ht 
fquaoders the wealth of his economical 
^nceflors, to pamper his infatiable appetite 
for pftentatious equipage. He torments 
hiinielf with the continual hopes of future 
and yet greater aggrandizements. He 
tibinks every eye ought to pay homage to 
hitn ; but negledt wounds him to the foul. 
He can endure no rivals and abhors the 
man who aims to become his equal. He 
fpeaks to deceive ; he fmiles to delude the 
tinfufpicious ; and rejoices at the downfal 
of the meritorious. He is neither guided 
by principle, nor overawed by religion. 
Chnois him in his afpiring hopes, ana no 
human or brutual lavage is more dange*- 
reus. His difappointments inflame hint 
to rage ; bar his way to promotion, and his 
revenge never can be appeafed. He is un- 
thankful for what he poffefles; covetous 
lind reftlefs to acquire more than he enjoys* 
He is envious, of his fuperiors ; overbearing 
and arbitrary towards his inferiors; and 
his feUilh interefts fwallow up all other 
iponfiderations. 

£nter into the houfe of one of thofe am* 
bitious harpies, and what do you behold it 
to be ? An aflylum for immorality, where 
vice is fed to the full on delicacies, and 
clothed in purple ! There vanity is leen 
carefully obliterating every veftige of honeft 
(iaiplicity,N and banilhing with difdain the 
fesmblance of every virtue. Under his noify 
roof, where folly conftantly refides, arts 

find 
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fitid no fhelter ; inftniftive fci^nce i^ d^* 
barred ; philofophy and meek*eyed religioh 
find there no entrance, but ihun the unhal- 
lowed place. 

That he may not be checked, or over- 
awed in his career of ambition he overleaps 
every barrier that virtue and piety have 
reared. When he would launch into feas 
of blood to attain his purpofes^ left any 
idea of an offended Omnipotence (houid 
bar his purfuit, he firfl: diiputes, and then 
denies, the exiftence of God. That the 
profpeAs of futurity, may not dafh the cup 
of enjoyment from him with the bittcrncis 
of horror, he refufes his afTent that the 
foul is immortal. Punifhments beyond 
the confines of death, are deemed, by him, 
the vulgar fuggeftions of knavifh bigotry, 
or the reveries of gloomy minds, and fe- 
veriih imaginations. And that it may in* 
conteftibly.be demonftrated, that the mild 
and gentle do6fcrines of Chriftianity never 
influence him to pra£tife the amiable and 
benevolent virtues, he gluts the dogs of his 
houfe with the viands which would make 
penury to fmile, and relieve the hunjgry 
wretch who is about to periih. Nay, with- 
out blufhing, he can leave to the genero- 
fity of others, thofe unhappy orphans, who 
were the unhallowed produ£t;ions of his 
own former lafci vioufnels. 

But you a(k are all men fo wicked, and 
fuch ftrangers to virtue, who afpire to 
rife to eminence in the walks of naman 

life? 
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life ? And is that emulation to excel, and 
which warms the hearts of youth, not the 

ift of fupreme Wifdom, to ftimiilate man*^ 

ind to exertion ? 
Thank Heaven, that in the midfl: of le- 
vity, infidelity and diffipatiori, there are yet 
exalted chara£iers, who, at the fame time^ 
arc diftinguifhed for their virtue and gene- 
rofity. Such there are, whbfe inflexible in- 
tegrity, and whofe exemplanr piety confti- 
tute them the ornaments of Britain, and 
the human race. Whofe lives and accom- 
plifhments will refle6l a fplendour upoii 
their fuccefTors, and embeliim the annals of 
future Hiftorians. Perfe£lly acquainted 
with, and determined to purfue, the path 
of redkitude, before they fought preferment, 
the world has had difcernment to difcover, 
and generofity to reward their merits. And 
while their eminent ftations, have not m^de 
them to lofe fight of either virtue or mo- 
deration, we always hope that their pcrfe- 
verance^ will ever blunt the fhafts of flan- 
der and envy ; and their labours will acquire 
to them the approbation of heaven, and 
the appiaufe of grateful nations. 

In tne times too that are pall, our Rulers 
were truly great and pioiis, generous and 
polite, our Nobles ftudied, cheriQied and 
defended, true Religion, rather choofing 
to die, than to delert pure virtue's perfe- 
cuted caufe. Then it was that our nation's 
glory rofe ; her confequeSnce and wealth in- 
creafed ; and fame declared to diilant lands, 

B b our 
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our Ifland's fons the wifeft, beft and hap- 
pieft, throughout the world. 

Are you then ambitious to diftinguilh 
yourfelf among men ? Efteem nothing 
worthy of your purfuit, that debafes your 
nature, or is inconfiftent with the pure 
laws of Chriflianity. Ever remember, that 
ihort is the period of time allotted for the 
fhining career of human fplendour, and 
fubjedl to a thoufand viciflitudes. Difap- 
pointment and difgrace too often depend 
upon very trivial occurrences. It is the 
glory of wife men to aft their parts well, 
and to be contented with the lot that Pro- 
vidence, in his wildom, afligns them with* 
out complaint. To qualify ourfelves by cx- 
crcife and ftudy, to fhine in elevated ftations 
with dignity and applaufc, is laudable ; and, 
when our exertions are called forth, to acquit 
ourfelves with ability and integrity, ought to 
be our chief aim, if we would lay claim to a 
well merited admiration. But it is daftardly 
to repine, when we are not exhibted to 
public view with every oftentatious advan- 
tage, and becaufe we cannot leave our 
memorials behind us engraved on monu- 
ments of brafs or maf ble, the lading tefti- 
monies of a grateful people. 

Is it, think you, the hope of applaufe, or 
the virtues which he cultivates that gives 
ferenity to the humble cottager Probus ? He 
has fpent his days in folitude, upon the fte- 
rile plains of poverty ; his fmall hamlet is 
furnilhed with a rifing family, and little 

bcfides : 
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befides : Yet, he fees his offspring healthy ; 
and his foul afcends to heaven in gratitude. 
The Sun never riles and finds him flum- 
bering ; and, to his going down, is he a 
witncls of his toil. But if his repofe is 
Ihort, his deep is fwcet and refrelhing ; and 
his bread he eats without murmuring. He 
is not alhamed of being poor, for fo were 
his fathers ; and, as he never attempted to 
rife from his humble fphere, fo he never 
experienced the fear of an inglorious fall. 
To him the fhades of obfcurity have no 
gloom ; he never was ambitious to catch 
the eye of admiration. Had he been born 
under thie golden beams of profpcrity, his 
natural abilities bear teftimony, that he 
might have made an illuftrious figure 
among mankind. As it is» like the fmooth 
Aream, that glides gently through the lone- 
ly valleys, refrefliing in its way the ftiep-^- 
herds and their flocks, fo is he a placid and 
pleafing companion in the midft of his 
friends and family. Probus, too, has fenfe 
enough to difcern, that even the fons of 
affluence are not fo happy as himfelf. He 
fees that thofe who are in good terms with 
FORTUNE, are often at variance with them- 
felves. Riches, he perceives, are acquired 
with pain, and preferved with trouble ; 
that the love of. them is contagious, and 
their lofs tormenting. He therefore ilrives 
to pofTefs, at all times, that which riches 
cannot purchafe, a fwcet ferenity of mind, 
which is the never failing attendant of 

confcious 
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confcious reftitude. Temperance, portiqns 
out to him, his healthful meal ; Patience, 
foftens his laborious toil ; and Hope points 
out t6 him a haven of reft. Prudence her- 
felf, cjothcs his foul with tranquillity; 
while Modefty, Sobriety, and Chattity, the 
progeny of virtue, whofe delight is to 
dwell in the groves, and by the brooks, 
where peace aiid contentment go hand in 
hand, colle6ling the balm, which gives to 
the heart mirth, and to the countenance 
cheerfulnefs ; thefe go continually befor^ 
his face. 

You fay you are determined to yield 
yourfelf up to the direftion of God ; you 
acknowledge him the beft Judge of what 
is moll fuitablc for you ^6 receive, and 
what ybu are -beft fitted in human life to 
perform, from the abilities which he has be- 
llowed. Laying afide vifionaiy, and ro- 
mantic fchemes of greatn^fe, you are rather 
ambitious that the feeds of wifdom and 
piety ftiould ripen in your foul, and be 
exemplified in your conduft. You have 
already contemplated the difappointments 
which thofe who thirft after honours arc 
often obliged to encounter ; and the dan- 
gers to which the ambitious are often ex- 
j)ofed ; you now wifh to have a more par- 
ticular account of thofe virtues which 
would lead you to manly and generous ac- 
tions, and engage your attention to hea- 
venly and divine obje6ls ? 

Know 
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Know, then, the virtues that affift mai^ 
in re6tifying the diforders that difobcdience 
to the Divine law had occafioned in his 

r . . . ■ I ■ 

perfon, and thofe outrages committed a- 
;ainft his nature, are Prudence, Juftice,^ 
ortitude, and Temperance. 

Prudence is a clear fighted daughter a( 
Virtue, which is never feduced. She ever 
phoofes, by her illumination, thofe means 
which lead us to true felicity, and re- 
je6ls, with difdain, all others which woulcj 
eftrange us from it. By her benevolent in* 
fluence, light pervades the underftanding, 
and teaches it to difcriminate between 
things that are excellent, and thofe that are 
ynprofitabl^ and injurious. Prudence diffi- 
pates the fhades 6f Ignorance in which 
inan is involved* She defends her votaries 
from Error and Falfehpod, by irradiating 
their minds with heavenly light, and gives 
them the fpirit of difcerning between appa- 
rent and real good, prefcrving them from 
wandering in the courfe of their lives. He, 
who in youth fubmits to her precepts, is 
accompliftied and refpe6led in his man- 
hood, ^nd venerable in his old age. 

Justice i$ that Virtue which makes no 
diftin6lion between the rich and the poor, 
when fhe is confulted. She neither knows 
to turn to the right hand nor to the left, 
but invariably adheres to the line of re6li- 
:v:tiiffl('e. She impartially renders to every one 
lias due, punifhing vice with feverity, and 
rewarding virtve with liberality. This 

virtue 
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virtue commands us to refpeft public, be-^ 
fore private interefts, and obliges us to pre- 
ferve inviolate the rights of others, as we 
would have our own. 

But who, that reveres Juftice, can pafs 
thee without honourable mention, thou 
pride of Greece ? Thy unwearied attach- 
ment to this daughter of Virtue, acquired 
from thy countrymen, the title of "The 
Just." Their marked approbation, the 
gifts of fortune could neither purchafe nor 
equal. It conveys down thy name and 
memory with fragrance to the good men ia 
all ages, and inftru6ls mankind what re- 
fpe6l is due to inflexible virtue. Go, .thou 
irafcible vain thing, thou Macedonian mad- 
man, and mark thy way with havock and 
with carnage. With furious inroad, pierce 
through thick embattled fquadrons, and, 
like a fweeping whirlwind, be the fcourge 
of guilty nations : yet, all thy conqueus 
fhall not crown thee with a laurel like tliis, 
which adorns the brow of the juft Aristides. 
Thou didft fubdue, and bind in chains, the 
fierceft warriors ; and India's diftant thores 
wept at thy cruelty, and owned thy power, 
while all the earth beheld thee ungOverned 
Paflion's meaneft flave ! Thy flatterers call- 
ed thee Great ! but who could call thee 
Good ? They paid thee fervile homage ! 
but who thy virtues could revere ? Stern 
Juftice frowned when fhe beheld thee furi- 
rious, rufli among the nations. They 
dwelt at peace, in affluence, and cultiva- 
ting 
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ting the arts of Induftry ; when, unprovo- 
ked, thou carricdft war into the midft of 
their tranquillity, and blafted all their joys* 
Grief and Defpair marched hand in hand 
with thy moft cruel legions. Great Kings, 
by thy command, from their pacific thrones 
were caft, and drenched in the blood of 
their obedient fubje6ls. Nor was there in 
thee found, one virtue to guard thy life a- 
gainft their curfe, which foon fell on thee ; 
and thirty days thy poifoped carcafe was 
denied a grave ! No tributary tear bedewed 
thy hearle ! No virtuous deed embalmed 
thy memory ! All triumphed at the fall of 
thy unbounded pride, and from the Indian 
(hores, to the Atlantic ifles, the joyful 
voice was heard, that Alexander, now 
was great no more! Intoxicated with the 
blood of Nations, thy cruelties never (hall 
be forgotten ; and thy memorial, Juftice 
ftigmatizes with indefible infamy. 

Temperance maintains a juft dominion 
over the paflions, but efpecially over thofc 
which employ voluptuoufnefs to feduce us. 
She cautions youthful impetuofity, to be- 
ware, that, while it imagines itfelf in 
fearch of Pleafure and Contentment, it 
embrace not in their ftead. Pain and Sor- 
row. She entreats her followers, never to 
do any thing that exceeds what is reafon- 
able ; or to wifti for any thing that may 
occafion in us ftiame, or be followed with 
repentance. 

Fortitude is a noble and heroic vir- 
tue, that combats and vanquifhes thofe ills 

that 
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that furround us in human life. Even In-' 
nocence itfclf, does not, like impenetrable 
armour, (hield her poffeffors from the bar- 
bed fhafts of Malice. From the influence 
of Envy, many take ofFende who have not 
been offended. When Aristides enquired 
of his enemy, why he voted for his banifh- 
ment ? The man, who perfonally knew 
him notj replied, " I hate him, becaufe he 
is efteemed, and applauded as a good and 
a virtuous man !" But Fortitude makes ui 
wreftle againli hardfliips with magnanimi- 
ty ; her generous difpofition teaches us not 
to evade dangers by a6ls of meannefs ; fhc 
triumphs over the bitternefs of afHi6lions 
which annoy and perfecute her ; {he raifes 
the foul above fear, and commands us to 
dread nothing but difhonour ! Fortitude 
fcorns to complain when fuffering; fhe 
inaintains a ftability of fpirit againft the 
miferies of the world ; and, with refolu-^ 
tion, overcomes all the toils and dangers 
of life. She dire6ls her votaries to thmgs 
that are noble and praife- worthy ; fhe de- 
fjpifes mean and contemptible purfuits. If 
fhe do not elevate her favourites to the 
pinnacle of greatnefs, (he makes them re- 
Ipedled ; fhe commands them to avoid all 
fubterfuge, prevarication or diffimulation, 
in their commerce with the world ; and if 
they are overwhelmed by the ftorms of ad- 
verfity, they are without difgrace, they are 
great even in ruins. 

Conduced by Fortitude, difficulties be- 
come familiar, and the hardeft gales of ca- 

lajtoitjr 



6Jfr tHli CARDINAL VIRTUES. iot 

lamity are borne by the virtuous, without 
cowardice. While othei^s are overcomic 
by the tempeftuoiis waves of iriisfdrtunie, 
they, by laying hold of the helm of Rca* 
fon, and, by Vigorous exertioli fteerirtg 
their courfe, fhun thofe dangerous focks 
which dafh to pieces the pufillariiinous. 
Defpifing every accident, they rcickoii no^ 
thing intolerable that can befal men ; and 
the Hiftorian, admiring their condu(^, te^ 
cords their hei'oifm for the example of fu- 
ture generations^ 

Patience is ever A geiitle attendant lip* 
on Fortitude : This amiable virtue blunts 
the edge of grief, and fubdues refeiitment. 
It is Patience that often Cdmpofes Forti- 
tude, when even roufed by Juftice to re- 
venge* Her mild afpe6t is the emblem of 
Peace ; and fhe walks on her wsiy unruffled^ 
amidft the multitude of injuries* If yoa 
cultivate with care this virtue, you will 
learn to conquer yourfelf, aild to overlook 
thofe wrongs which might involve you in- 
to extravagant refentments : For Patience 
rides in no whirlwind of vengeance. Sht 
will teach you to make lafge allowances for 
the failings of others, and to prefer put- 
ting infolence out of countenance, by over-, 
looking injuries, than to embroil yourfelf 
in revenge. 

But, hail ! thou great attendant upon 
virtue, and firft ornament pf itian, sin- 
cerity ! Detefting the mean arts, hy which 
bale minds ftrive to difguife themfelves^ 
neither wealth nor glory can hn\aie thee 
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from thy integrity. Guided by thee. Great 
Phocion became the pride of Greece ; his 
generous opennefs of character, made his 
word of more confequence, than the osths 
of the aflcmbled Areopagus, upon an affair 
of the firft importance to the State. Thus 
did his rigid candour gain appiaiife, and 
his name the glory of a diftincfcion, fupe- 
rior to all the honours that extenfivc con- 
Gucfts could beftow. As he did, let Since- 
rity be the choice of your early years, and 
avoid the arts of diffimulation, if you would 
rife to refpe6t ability in human life. Hypocri- 
{y is the infidious enemy of virtue. Senfible 
of the irrefiftible charms of Sincerity, fiie 
counterfeits that ingenuous fimplicity of her 
rival, to obtain credit ; but fhe trembles be- 
fore the keen eye of difcernment, dreading 
riothing fo much as to be expofed to the 
light. Sincerity and Truth, are amiable 
twin fifteVs. They fcorn deceit, becaufer it 
is bafe and unprofitable. Like gold, their 
fpleridour is brighter, the more it is tried. 
They unravel the labyrinths of Malice and 
Falfchood, and drag the monfters from 
their ftrong holds to perifh, fo foon as they 
behold the Sun. In their prefence, vice is 
aftiamed, and hides its deformities. They 
are the two bafes upon which every vir- 
tue refts. Like the mountains, whofe 
foundations are upon the ftrong bars of 
the earth, and cannot be moved, fo no 
revolution or convulfion can fhake their 
ftability. Build your ftru6ture of virtue 
upon thefe t\vo, and let the viciflStudcs 

of 
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of fortune aflail you with hardlhips, your 
confcious integrity will fuftain you in the 
roidft of calamity. Let envy ftrive, by 
every means, to blaft your reputation. 
Truth will infpire you with Patience to 
bear, and Fortitude to overcome every af- 
.fault. Wife men have always preferred 
virtue to life itfelf; they glory in the diffi- 
culties they encounter in her defence ; they 
are not altered in their opinions by calami- 
1y ; in death, they publiih the confolations 
jdbie affords; and, having been her faithful 
fervants, they rejoice to become in the end 
her .courageous Marty rs ! 

Thus have 1 endeavoured to defcribe to 
\yon the.four Cardinal Virtues,— Prudence, 
JraariCE, Temperance, and Fortitude, 
/ together with fome of their concomitants : 
Biit, whatever affiftance we may draw from 
allthefe, it mud, in the end, be confefled, 
that each of them, reproaches us with our 
.miferies, and upbraides with us our crimes. 

Prudence informs us, that we are in a 
.kind of exile, where good and evil are fo 
blended, that we are in danger of being 
led into error as often as we have occa- 
iion to choofe. Temperance declares to 
us, that we have diiorderly paflions to 
fubdue, and that we nouriih monftrous 
appetites within us, that we ought to 
deftroy. But as Prudence cannot difli- 
pate entirely the darkneis of our ignorance, 
.16 neither does Temperance regulate all 
our defires. Juftice commands us to fub- 

mit 
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piit our fpirits to God, and to fubjecSl; our 
bodies to our fpirits; but the relliftancQ 
we experience in fo doing, mournfully in- 
forms us, that the earth is not the manfion 
of peace, nor the prefent life a ftate of 
triumph. Fortitude, which obliges us to 
contend with grief, and the ills with which 
we are furrounded, demonftrates that we 
are ftill criminal, becaufe we remain un- 
happy, 

We will now, if you pleafe, examine 
what thofe Virtues efie&uate, wjiich are 
called Christian. 

HuMiHTY, with which the wife men, 
and Philofophers of the Gentile world, 
were fo Uttle acquainted, is that Virtue 
which is peculiar to the Chriftian Religion, 
and is one of the moll lovely accompliih- 
jnents of the human mind. It obliges no 
man to entertain a Worfe opinion of him- 
felf than he deferves, but conii|ts in a mo- 
defl temper arifing from a juft opinion of 
ourfelves. It traces every advantage we en- 
joy to its proper fource, the great Author 
of our Being, whofe delight is to b© pro- 
pitious to the Humble. It makes us amia- 
ble among men, becaufe it tei^rhes us 
]Vf ildnefs, and a gentle Forbearance towards 
the faults and imperfe£tions of others.. As 
Modefty heightens Beauty, fo Humilty en- 
hances every ;ntelle£tual (qualification. — 
Pride, which is the vipe which oppofes this 
virtue, is hateful both to God and man ; 
Huniility makes its pofTeflbr acceptable to 
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both. The Saviour of men abafed himfclf 
to teach us this virtue, and to perfuade hu* 
man prefumption, that true greatnefs con- 
fifts in lowly deportment. 

After fo great an example, cultivate Hu* 
mility. It will preferve your peace of mind, 
and be a fecurity againu many of thofe ills 
which infeft the Proud. While the Ambi- 
tious man is haraffed with trouble and vexa- 
tion, with mortifications and difappoint- 
ments, if you efteem yourfelf unworthy 
of honour, becaufe you fall fhort of the 
ftandard of perfeftion, you will the more 
readily blunt the edge of afironts and over- 
come injuries. 
The TRUE Christian is ever clothed 
ith Humility. He knows he has no- 
ling which was not given him by the fa- 
'^r of God, and which may not be taken 
^\iy by his juftice. He is fo overawed by the 
^iine Greatnefs, that, in his own eftima- 
"^^ he becomes contemptible. His coun- 
tc^J^ce, carriage and manners, are with- 
ou ®>6tation. He thinks every one wifer 
anc beter, none more faulty, than himfelf. 
He s no folicitous of vain-glory, fo he ne- 
ver ibouds in his own praifes. When un- 
?^r iifficlties, he traces them back to his 
J^n mifcc^dua ; and efteems the hardftiips 
• ^^dures^as the falutary corre6i:ion of an 
oftenucF^icr. He is like a deep valley 
m lomthe^j^fui region, well cultivated, 
^ndwat^d y the dew of Heaven; the 
plants otvir^e ripen in his foul apace, 

while 
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Tvhile not one withering blafl deftroy his 
pleating .profpe6ls of eternal life. 

Fa I TH is the grand root and fpring of 
all the Christian Virtujes. This divine 
.principle implies, a firm perfuafion of the 
reafonablenefs and the necellity of our be- 
ing religious. He who ferioufl^ believes in 
God, muft acknowledge him innnitelyj;ood| 
wife, juil and powerful, and, in all refpe£ts, 
a Being worthy to be efleemed, honoured 
and adored, by all his intelligent creatures. 
Faith is further the firm aifent of our minds 
to the truth of what is declared by God 
himfelf, or perfons commifTioned by Go< 
to reveal, or to bear record to it. This ^ 
the foundation of all our religious wor0i/« 
" For he who cometh to God muft beli^ 
that he is, and that he is a rewardeiof 
them who diligently feek hinw" Fait ^^ 
the vfubftance of things hoped for, ini 
the evidence of things not feen* It^oi- 
templates at a diftance the thing ^^ 
Jiope for, becaufe they are more nob) tbn 
thofe we pofTefs ; and this generoi-vvitue 
leaving the confideration of infen^ thiigs, 
foars to future and elevated views -«f immor- 
tality. It is a firm convi6tion or^ur nind? 
of the truth of thofe Proinifes c^Tbriatc«- 
ings of God declared in the^J^ofpel ^ 
fuppofes the reality of the ewar^^ and 
iPunifhments of the life to cc^^- / *® ™'^ 
virtue which, in Chrift Jefuf is tbtounda- 
tion of all our obedience ; >y it ^ ^^^ ^.J" 
abled to overcome the \^rWj ^ mortify 

our 
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our inordinate afTe^lionSy and to quench all 
the fiery darts of temptation. 

The fcriptures attribute to faith what- 
ever is moK aueuft* and reverential. It i& 
the principle of fpiritual life, *• The Juft 
do live by faith.^' It difplays itfelf by good 
works ; and, wanting its divine influence, aU 
other virtues are either dead or in a Ian* 
guifhing ftate of inaftivity. When faith 
worketh by love, it in all refpe£ts animatss 
the Chriftian to the moft vigorous exer- 
tions. It caufes him to follow after Righ- 
teouihefs, Godlinefs, Patience, Meekneis, 
Peace, with them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart. Faith, in proper exercife, 
ilhiminates and cheers all the other virtues, 
and is the eye of the foul which penetrates 
through the clouds of darknefs which ob- 
fcure futurity. But without charity and 
good works. Faith is unprofitable ; and the 
faithful himfelf Ihall not reign in glory, if 
he conjoin not the ardours of love to the 
light of belief I 

If we are convinced that there is a God, 
and a future ftate of rewards and puni(h< 
ments, and that the fcriptures are the reve- 
lation of God, 'fet us meditate often on 
thofc things that' our faith may be ftrength- 
ened. Let us ftrive fully to believe the 
promifes of Jefus Chrift, and faithfully to 
execute his will; that our holinefs, obe- 
dience and graces, may be increafed and 
flourifh, and we at laft be received into eter- 
nal life. 

< 

Hope, 
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Hope is, to the Chriftian, that virtue 
which fupports him amidft the trials and 
confufions of the world. It makes him to 
reft fecure upon the veracity of God, and 
to expedt with confidence the effe£b of his 
promifes. Afliftcd by this virtue, the good 
man enjoys the fweets of tranquillity, be- 
caufe he knows that the truth or God's pro- 
mifes are not liable to diflruft, or fubjeA to 
change. Hope is the univ^erfal comforter ; 
it foothes the virtuous in their calamities ; 
and, amidft all the viciffitudes of life, it af- 
fords to them one fixed point of reft. It 
awakens the courage and a£tivity of mor- 
tals by the promife of rewards ; it ftimu- 
lates to exertion by examples of virtue in 
former ages ; and, making them compare 
what they fufFer with what they expert, 
they exclaim, " The affli£tions of the pre- 
fent time, are not to be compared with the 
glory which fhall be revealed in us." It 
is this pleafmg aj9e£tion, that gives a grate- 
ful reliih and delight to all the difficult du- 
ties of virtue and piety, and makes all the 
troubles of humanity more tolerable. 

Conducted by Hope, Abraham left his 
country, kindred, and his father's houfe, in 
expectation of that City, ^^ whofe builder 
is God." Upon this principle, Mofes re- 
jected '* the pleafures of Egypt, choofine; ra- 
ther to fuller affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleafures or fin for a 
feafon." The Tormentor threatens, and the 
Martyr is not afraid ; pain is added to pain, 

BXid 
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Arid the Chriftian is not overcome ; th6 
Courage, and the (Itength to bear thefe ills^ 
are both frofti Hope derived. He knows 
that Chrift prepares to invefl: him With 
robes of immortality, and holds in his band 
a Diadem of glory, to crown his psttience; 
when his labours are accomplifhed. It is 
this hope that quenches the flames Of our 
trials ; that difarms our perfecutorsj that 
fweetens the Cup of punifhment; and in-^ 
creafes cur conftancy. From the life, la- 
bours and death of Chrift Jefus, the Ghrif- 
tian learns to fufFer with courage j in his 
refurre6tion from the dead, and in his afcen-^ 
fion into heaven^ he has pledges, which difii-^ 
pate every doubt, of a future and a happy 
ftate, that muft be expe6ted with patience. 
It is this laudable hope^ that produces juft^ 
defires in his foul ; that annihilates his pre* 
ient mifenes ; that baniOies all difcontent* 
ment; and extinguifhes every forrow ; that 
makes him commence a faint on earthy that 
he may reach perfection in heaven. 

Charily is that Virtue which of all 
others merits cultivation^ as it is the ulti- 
mate end and defign of the religion of 
Chrift Jefus, which was revdaled to man- 
kind to conduft them to heaven* This^ 
principle tempers the whole of the gifts,^ 
excellencies and virtues which adorn the . 
Chriftian, and conjoins them all in a plea- 
fing harmony* It aftimilates our fouls to* 
God, and is the condition and ground, both 
of our prefent and our future happinefs.- 

D d G ui* 
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Our faith and hope (hall be fwallowed up, 
and become void by enjoyment in a future 
life ; but Charity and Goodnefs are perma- 
nent like eternity itfelf. Faith and Hope 
are the means to inflame the heart to fer* 
vent Charity ; but this excellent grace out- 
shines, and is the confummation of -every 
perfection. 

Happy is that man who is poflefied of 
this virtue. His fweet and friendly afped 
makes him acceptable wherever he comes. 
He fufFereth long and is kind. He is nei- 
ther eafily affronted, nor given to revenee. 
He ftudies to overcome evil with good. His 
carriage is free, candid and ingenuous ; he 
defpiies not the meaneft, but is afl^le and 
condefcending to all. Humanity is lodged 
in his heart ; and he delights to relieve and 
refrcfli the drooping foul. He is neither en- 
vious of another's good ; nor is heboaltful of 
his own advantages. The welfare of others 
always increafes his happinefs ; and he is 
never difgufted at the preference given to 
his neighbour above himfelfc In private, 
he connders hb own demerits ; in public, 
be rather choofes to be undidinguifbed, 
than to appear oltentatious. He does not 
behave hmilelf unfeemly ; nor does be pro- 
ject gain to himfelf, by the good ofiices he 
. performs. He is beneficent even to the un- 
thankfnl; and humane to the indigent. He 
fearches out the iolitary haunts of poverty ; 
and lifting up thofe that are bowed down 
with penury, he fecretly relieves their wants; 

in 
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in the benignity of his foul, he weeps that 
he cannot. alfo heal their difeafes. When 
he drops the tear of fympathy over the 
wretched, he alks no queftions to increafe 
their grief, whether prodigality, or floth, 
or accident, were caufes of their mifery, but 
haftens to beftow a well-timed relief : Nor 
is he Solicitous of thanks; it is enough that 
he beholds the look of gratitude, expreffiiig^ 
the ejaculation to heaven for its bounty. 
He delights to befriend the friendlefs on 
their beds of languiihment, and to admini- 
li^r confolation to the children of defpair. 
Becaufe of his benevolence and affability, 
the aged flock around him with joy, and 
the poor fue for his afiiftance without timi- 
tlity. He contributes all in his power to 
ferve and to benefit mankind ; and if he can 
promote the glory of God, and the good 
of his brethren, he fuppofes his endeavours 
have an ample reward* 

The charitable man is not eafily pro- 
voked to rafti and unwarrantable a6tions. 
He is neither captious with, nor fufpicious 
of others. He takes no pleafure in malici- 
ous infinuations, but rejoices when injured 
inndcencc is vindicated by truth. He ra* 
thtt choofes to cover witn the mantle of 
Charity, the failings of other men, than to 
expofe them to the ridicule of the cenforious. 

Thus is Gharity the end and ornament 
of all the virtues. It teaches us a readinels 
to forgive, a willingnefs to oblige mankind ; 
it warms us to be merciful to the diftrelTed ; 

and 
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and )^ountiful ifo the indigent ; — to be caitr 
|iid, affable, gpncrous ^im jdifintcrefted,^ in 
all Qijir dealings and b^eo^viot^r among meq. 
"But how amiabie is Cjiarity, whcjj help- 
lefs orphans bepome the obje6]bs of her care? 
^he, like a parei^|:, takes the children born 
jn the njanfions of poverty, and who could 
hot have fubfifted without her aid ; Ap 
clothes, and feeds them, and makes then)i 
to grow up under her eye, ipfenftble of 
harqihip. And, as their parents would havp 
done,* yvhq Jleep in the duft, forgetful of 
thpir forrovys, me is gpxious to ftorp their 
'minds with wifdom ; to point tq them the 
path of rcdlitude j and to inftil into then) 
a J uft abhorrence to the ways pJF vice. 
*rhu5,' vyhHe fhe preferves them fpom wanj: 
and jiakednefs, fhe is careful to difpel igno^ 
ranee from being prejudicial to their future 
lives. 

"Ye valuable fons of Virtue { Ye, who ^r^ 
guided by th^ amiable principles of Cha- 
rity ; You, by your liberality, who raife an 
orphan from its uph^ppy depreffjpn, and 
mould it to religion and piety ; you ereft ^ 
ftatue to yourlelvef more valuable than 
brafs or marble, to point out the meinoriai 
of your goodnefs, of greater worthy aad fa^ 
more honourable, than |:houfands ofthofe 
monuments ' that mark the ' Grecian and 
Roman heroifm. ' By fuch a6ls of bqne- 
jficcnce^ ye facrifice cheerfully your interefts 
to the glory of God, from' pious and com- 
mendable motives. Ye love and aflift thq 

diftreffed^ 
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4iftreflcd, becaufe they are the creatures of 
God whom you love and adore. And the 
ifame principles of Charity, influence you 
jto perform the fame dutieg, even to your 
enemies : You do good to thofe who injure 
you ; you are patient under their infults ; 
and you are above refentment, you pardon 
thpir injuries. By fq doing, you imitate 
God himfelf, who is fhe inexhauftible foun- 
tain of goodnefs. In fo doing, you fulfil 
the law of Chrift Jefus, who has command* 
ed us to '' love one another, as he hath 
loved us ;'* and who bath conftituted this 
ajs a mark by wbich all men fhall know his 
jiilciples, ?' That they Jiaye Ipve towards 
pne another.- 

i fbaU now conclude this fubjeft of Char 
rity, by giving an inft^nce pf it jq Merc a- 
TPR*s copdud^. 

iNTKPEjai, a man of worth and refpe6la^ 
bility, was unfortunafely betrayed by a 
brother's artifice, and rpined in his affairs. 
Thp fangs of oppreflion were about to feize 
lipoii him and tp deprive him of liberty. 
He applied tp Cajprinus, a relation of his, 
in his exigency : He faid levery thing that 
might foftea a generous heart, or dim the 
gentle eye of pity, by prging the feelings 
pf a Father, ap4 ^ Hufbapd, in his fitua- 
tionl Caprinus was calqous to the affec- 
ting eloquence of fqrrpw : Inftead of fliel- 
tering his friend from the threatning blaft, 
- lie became hiinfelf part of the ftorm, and 

fhut 
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ihut up the feelings of humanity againft 
hun* 

I have contended with misfortune to the 
laft/faid the afflicted Integer ; but now 
I fmk beneath the ftfx>ke of mercilefs adver- 
iity. Hope, like a Syren, flattered me a 
"vrbile, but now {he*s fled ; and I perceive 
the fatal gulph that yawns to deftroy mjr 
peace. I have leaned un wifely upon friend- 
ihip, and it has proved a fpear t6 piorce 
tne to the heart. iKTEasR was led from 
his weeping, hopeldfs family, t6 the dwell- 
ing place of forrow. — He viewed hi* new 
abode with horror ; — his countenance ex* 
prefled unutterable things ; — and the tear 
that dole from him to the earth, exprefftd 
how ienfibly he felt the lofs of liberty. 

Mbrcator, like one of thofe bleffi^ Spi*^ 
rits who give us confolation in the hour df 
calamity, came unfolicited, and, with the 
utmolt benevolence, proffered his good of^ 
f)ces. I come not, faid he to Iktsokr, 
fimply to condole with you in your diflrefs, 
)>i{t to alleviate it; nor to infultyou, bf 

facing upon you in your prefent fituatioA ; 
wifh rather, if poffible, to raife you to 
that condition again, from which, I am 
convince^, that fraud and viltariy hav6 
thrown yout MsHCA'foit then apologized 
for not having offerc;d his affiftance before 
things had reached their extremity. I knew, 
faid he, Integer had friends able to ferVe 
him ; but as they have not done it, I can 
flow follow wh^t my heart di6tates, with- 
out 
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out the brand of being too officious. He 
then fet open the prifon doors, and reftor^ 
iNTEasE to liberty and his family. 

MeacATOR^s cenerofity, gives powerful 
demonftration of the amiaUe innuence of 
Charity. Beneficience, raifing indigence 
fironi wretchednefs, is the Eoeft 6£ all human 
adiotis ; it conveys to the mind the piea^ 
(anted of all fenfations ; and to receive the 
warm acknowledgements of gratitude, in- 
^ires the (ineft of all feelings. Merc a tor's 
conduiSb, in pitying a man deferted by his 
friraids, and bUfted by misfortime, made 
impreiEon upon the mind of Integer, 
wmch time could never obliterate. His 
heart is ever fmce a living medal, that 
bears record of its former forrows, and how 
he was by Providence and Charity relieved. 

Thus have I given you a fketch of the 
family of Virtue : Cherilh her offspring 
with aiUduity ; let none of them bleed by 
your crime; cultivate their acquaintance, 
and you fhall enjoy tranquillity : And ever 
remember, as often as we wound a Virtue, 
wedoviokriqe to our own peace. But as 
the Sun enlightens, enlivens and cherilhes 
all nature ; io Virtue illuminates the minds 
of her votaries, redoubling every fatisfac- 
tion in life, by giving a proper reiifh to 
every enjoyment. 

I ihall aow conclude, by warning you 
always to be upon your guard, that neither 
wealth nor luxury wea£en the facultks of 
your foul. JMeither permit the ambitioin 

for 
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for unfubftahtial worldly greatnefs, to make 
you an unfit object for heavenly and .exalt- 
ed honours. Should the wife Governor of 
the world permit your riches by honeft 
means to be increafed, ufe them wifely, by 
(baring a part of your abundance with the 
poor, that you may lay up treafure in hea- 
ven. But, if you are poor, let this ever be 
a folace to your fpirit, and foften your 
toils, that God hath chofen the honeft and 
pious poor of this world for his own ; and 
that they who are rich in Faith, and in the 
pra6tice of Virtue, without any regard to 
diftin6lion of Quality or Fortune m this 
world, hereafter they Ihall be equal in their 
rewards to the greateft of the fons of men* 

THE 

RICH MAN AND LAZARUS t 

A PARABLE. 

IN the happy land of Judea, dwelt a 
Prince, diftinguifhed for his wealth and 
worldly magnificence. His riches fefcured 
him the admiration of the multitude ; his 
power and fplendour, his retinue, and cx- 
tenfive dependencies, procured him the en- 
vy of the Ambitious. He clothed himfelf 
in purple and fine linen; his fare was fump- 
tuous; and his equipage fplendid and cx« 
penfive. But though his entertainments 

were 
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were coftly, and every fuperfluous delicacy 
was brought to his table, his houfe was no 
ailylum to the wretched; he permitted none 
of his overflowing abundance to refrefh the 
hungry ; nor from his wardrobe was there 
a garment given to ftielter the naked. His 
time was wafl:ed in riot and intemperance. 
He cared not to acquire the blefling of the 
poor by his liberalities ; he flopped his ears 
againft the complaint of him who was rea- 
dy to perifli; he was an unjufl: fteward of 
the bounties of Providence; he fliut his 
eyes, and withheld his hand from the ne- 
cefliitous. Had he. been hofpitable with- 
out luxury, and fplendid without vanity ;- 
had he been drefled agreeable to the rules 
of decency and cuftom, and to what he was* 
entitled from his Quality and Eftate ; yet 
he could lay no claim to innocence ; for he 
wanted the feelings of compafl[ion to the 
miferable, and the poor, as they are entitled 
to fome part of the pofleflions of the rich ; 
fo he was cruel and unjufl: in withholding 
from them their portion. 

Lazarus, a beggar, was laid at his gate ;' 
wretched, forfaken of the world, in rags, 
and languifliing under difeafe. To the 
pitying eye, he was in all refpefts an obje£t 
of companion. To the feelings of a tender 
heart, nothing from fuch a man could be 
reafonably witnheld. He implores the fym^ 
pathy of this affluent Prince ; he craves a^ 
imall pittance to be befl:owed from his a- 
bundance, to fuflain a miferable life ; but 

£ e he 
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he is refufed. He modeftly folicits but for 
the crumbs that fell from the abundance of 
his table ; he importunes him with the clo* 
quence of tears; but his fuit is denied. 
Thou man of forrows, I weep for thy dif* 
trefs- I lee thy meek fpirit difappointed : 
Thy languid tearful eyes tell the lorrows of 
thy heart- Thou doft not remonftrate withy 
nor upbraid this hard-hearted unfeeling 
Gkitton. But I fee thy patient;countenance 
making an appeal to heaven. How forcible 
is thy eloquence with the Father of Lights ? 
He looks with complacency oil thy reii^na- 
tion, and will foon conf^ on thee thy bright 
reward. 

Thou pampered, but unworthy defcend- 
ant of pious Abraham, 1 blufh for thee. 
The dogs of thy houle are fed to the full, 
and thou refuleft even a cruft, to one whofe 
origin is as good as thine; who, though 
poor, is alio a Ion of the venerable Patriarch. 
Thefe fhame thy mercilefs difpofition ; they 
exercife a compaffion to which thou art a 
ftranger ; thou haft no word of comfort to 
foothe a brother's wretchednefs : Thou 
gi^'^eft no crumb of thy plenty to ftaunch 
his hunger ; they welcome him to thy gates 
with figns of blandilhment. 

But the fuff'erings of Lazarus at laft had 
their accomplifhment. His difeafed body 
funk into the grave, and was configned to 
obfcurity. His foul, ripened by affli6tion 
for immortality, and filled with the confoia- 
tions of God, was fpeedily wafted to the 

happy 
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happy manfions of the Juft ; becaufe he 
was contented to bear the hardlhips of un- 
pitied afBi6lion with a meek and contented 
fpirit, in the patient profpeft of a future 
rccompenfe. 

Death alfo fnatched* the voluptuous 
Prince from his feaft of deUcacies, His 
friends, with funeral pomp, configned his 
body to the duft ; and God gave up his foul 
to endlefs torment, and unremitting an- 
guifti ; becaufe he preferred the pleafures of 
lenle, of wealth, and vain magnificence, 
and dildainfully looked down without com- 
panion upon the fufFerings of the mifera- 
ble ; and never (blicited, by works of piety 
and benevolence, thofe ever fliining re- 
wards which are promilcd to the virtuous. 
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THE INVITATION. 
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££ the radiant god of day, 
Haft'ning on his cryftal way ; 
Sportive dance his filver beams. 
On the fweet pellucid ftreamsj 
Join the dance, ye rural throng s 
MiKih and Mufic come along. 
Alway? happy, ever gay, 
Healthful as the blooming May ; 
Drive away (;Qrr6ding <3»re. 
Haggard grief, and pallid fear. 
Mortals joyfully receiyfe, 
All the b|e0Angs life can give* 

Hark ! the Sky-lark from his throa^ 
Pours the fweet melodious note, 
Rife like him^ and cheeiful be, 
Full pf fport and full of glee. - 

See all Nature's blooming train, 
Rife to deck the verdant plain; 
Vary'd meads, and flow'ry beds. 
For a carpet Flora fpreads ; 
And the rpl]ing year fuppliesj 
New delights to pleafe your eyes. 
Then, as Nature bids, agree 

To fpehd your days in mirth and glee. 

>■>-,.. ■ • . . .' 

Think no more to take your aim. 
At the fleeting gew-gaw, F ame : 
The more purfu'd, the more it flies ; 
And with a breath it lives and dies. 



Let 
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Let «adi njmphi and eveiy bm^ 
Joyful join the fefiive train, 
Ev^ry lawn, and ev'ry gnovep 
Echo back the voice of love, 

Joy on ev'ry hand appears, 
Sweeteft mufic ftrikes my ears ; 
On each height in ev'ry vale. 
Still the notes of love prevail. 
Ev'ry wine that floats in air, 
Seems to ran away dull care : 
All I hear, and all I fee, 
All invite to mirth and glee. 

As the varying feafons flow. 
Beauty bids our bofoms glow; 
Our rofy youth will quickly fly ; 
Old age will come and pleafures die. • 
Now, while dimplii^ health is ourSy 
And the Summer (heds itflow'rss 
Let no forrow intervene. 
Let's enjoy the gaudy fcene. 

Let ambition rad^ that df. 
Who delights to teaze himfelf ; 
Happier far the rural ftate, 
Remov'd from troubles of the great : 
Where no anxious thoughts intrude^ 
Where no fycophants delude, 
Where, by fmiles, we're not deceiy'd. 
Where we fpeak and are believ'd. 
Where contentment fpreads her wings, 
Where ambition never fprings. 
Where fweet Innocence retreats. 
And. Truth her artiefs tale relates. 
Where Labour gives to all a zeft, 
Simple fare, and balmy refl, 
Where each day, and every night. 
Are ever crown'4 with foft delight. 
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TO THE FOREGOING. 



Vita sumthu hrevis spem nos vetat mc^are longam^ 

jam te premet nox. 



1 III I 



w 



H Y aU this boafting, sdl th!s noife, 
Of fleeting unfubftanttal joys ; 
Say, docs the Sun but (hew his beams, 
Only to gild the filver ftreams ; 
Does his fwilt courfe not feem to fay. 
Mortals ! Time flies feft away. 

True the blooming May appears, 
Nature her bed liv'ry wears. 
But will your days on downy wing^ 
Always give you balmy Spring ? 

Soon will thofe flow'rs their pride forego. 
To droop beneath December's fnow ; 
Short are the joys you dote upon, 
Like apparitions feen and gone. 

Yes, the commoners of air, 
With fprightly notes falute the year. 
And, fportive, on th' enamel'd green, 
Thoiightlefs youth enjoys the fcene : 
But youth, alas ! will quickly fade. 
And tott'ring age your fports invade; 
Soon all your mirth will ceafe to be, 
And ruthlefs Death will aik his fee. 

The changing feafons clearly (hew, 
A map of life to us below; 
Our youth is u(her'd in with tears ; 
And here the early fpring appears. 

Advance 
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Advance we on^ as fure we mufl'. 
Ambition blinds our eyes with duft ; 
With greedy hands we grafp at wealth. 
Till Summer flies^ and rofy health. 

Next Autumn comes, and with it cares, 
We fee we've drudg'd for worthlefs heirs, 
Whofe giddy rounds our comforts drain. 
And fap the fweets of all our gain. 

At variance now with all below. 
Old age brines on a Winter's woe ; 
Our filver'd hairs, proofs of decay. 
Without our notice, fteal away; 
No (M'ofped now can cheer the fight. 
Which lofes by degrees the light. 
No founds can ftrike the deafen'd ear. 
But whifpers — that the grave is near» 
At laft oblivion fpreads the pall, 
Her fable mantle over all. 



CON- 
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Vi^OME, fweet Cbntentmcnt, fliew thy fzct^ 
Adorn'd with every bloming grace; 
Approach my cot, and dwell with me > 
Bleh is the man pofTefs'd of thee. 

Long have I fought thee, but In vain, 
^hou ny'ft me ftill, and with difdain 9 
Doft thou prefer a rural feat ? 
Come make my dwelling thy retreat. 

No wealth have I acquir'd by guile^ 
That might difpel thy rofy fmile; 
No fond ambition racks my breaft, 
That might difturb thy balmy reft> 
I have fmall fellowdiip with care, 
And can, like others, hardfhips bea^. 
Come, and make difcontentment fly, 
And tend me with a gracious eye. 

Around my little cleanly cot, 
Mufic tries each fprightly note. 
From every fliade the feathered throng, 
Serenade me all day long. 
Brouzing on th'^'enamell'd green, 
My flocks difplay a rural fcene. 
That mix their bleatings with the found. 
Of murmuring flreams that flow around. 
Then come, thou friend of focial glee, 
Let-me enjoy thefe fcenes with thee. 

t I CON- 
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Dear Shepherd, an obfequious gale, 
Brought to my ravifti'd ears thy talc; 
If to my words thou wilt attend, 
Contentment ftill (hall be thy friend ; 
She'll fix her temple in thy brcaft. 
And ever be thy conftant gueft. 

Know then each paffion of thy foul. 
The umpire Rcafon, muft controul; 
Whenever reafon lofes fway, 
Contentment, Shepherd, flies away. 
I, and my oppofite, in kind, 
Subfift entirely in the mind ; 
The feeds of comfort or defpair, 
Are folely, fi-icnd, implanted there 

Wert thou poflefs'd of all the gold, 
By which mankind are bought and fold, 
With no infirmities of frame> 
To four thy relilh for the fame ; 
Did at thy word remoteft lands, 
Attentive bow at thy commands; 
Was guilt upon thy foul impreft, 
I could not harbour in thy breaft ; 
On fleeteft wings I'd bear away, 
Nor gems, nor gold, could bribe my ftay ! 

Content regards not rank nor birth. 
But only dwells with men of worth ; 
Nor flies old age, to favour youth : 
Eut dwells with Wifdom, Virtue, Truth. 

If, in a fretful peevifh ftrain, 
OW Inappifh Dotards will complain, 
^Tis not that I, when age appears, 
Defert them in declining years : 
But that they've follow'd folly's path, 
.Till tott'ring on the verge of death. 

The] 
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They feel remorfe for what is paft ; 
They find their bodies run to wade ; 
They have no hope beyond the grave j 
That might their gloomy cares relieve. 
When difcontent invades the mind. 
It ever will materials find, 
On which to fret, on which to brood. 
But holds no converfe with the good. 

Before I may with thee remain, 
Thou muft thy paflions all refhain, 
Muft every virtuous z6k purfue, 
Whate'er thou feed another do. 
In heats of ftrifc, or party rage, 
Ne'er let thy mind at all engage, 
Nor view with fcorn, nor envious eyes, 
The healthy, wealthy, or the wife ; 
And at their lot, repine at none, ^ 
But learn the art to like thy own. 
So fhall thy life in eafe be fpent, 
And in thy bofom dwell Contend 
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ANSWER 

TO SHENTON's BALLAD ON ABSENCE, 
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H Y does my fwcet Corvdon figh, 

And leave his flocks wildly to flray; 
Was e'er a Nymph fpnder than I, 

Or griev'd more was her Shepherd away, 
I wander by murmuring Jed, 

And ftill make my lover my theme ; 
I ]angui(h and hang down my head, 

And drop my tears into the (fareanif 

how could my CofiYDON go, 
And torture his Phyllis with care, 

To leave her a viflim to woe> 

And wafle her lone hours in defpair. 
The places that were our delight. 

No longer give pleafure to me ; 

1 ficken, dear Swain, at the light, 

And mud die, if ftill abfent from theo. 

No longer I join in thofe fcenes, 

That with Corydon, pleas'd me before; 
To fport with the Nymphs and the Swains, 

Are frolics that pleafe me no more. 
My flocks are all feeding in view. 

And my lambs at their frolicfqme play ; 
Ere Corydon bade me adieu. 

His Phyllis was fportive as they. 

A Blackbird, lamenting her mate. 

Has melted my heart all day long ; 
Comparing my own to her fate, 

I've pour'd out my tears to her fong. 

But 
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But foon will (he eeafe to compliin; 

Spring will a new lover bedow ; 
But while you are abfent, my Swain 

My tears mud continue to flow. 

My pain to fupprefs I have ftrove. 

And by counterfeit fmiles to conceal; 
But the torture and anguifh of love. 

My fighs and my anguifh reveal. 
My days I difconfolate lead, 

Still wiihing my Shepherd's return ; 
And the charms of the fweet Sylvan Jed, 

What are they to a maiden forlorn ? 

Can it pleafe my dear Swain to explore, 
Strange countries and kingdoms remote | 

To vifit each far daftant (hore, 

' While his Sbepherdefi^ here is forgot. 

But may fortune her bounties prepare, 
For my Shepherd wherever he goeS| 

Shall fiill be his Phyllis's prayer. 
Till death put an end to her woes. 
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King DAVID'S Song in Profpea of Death* 

A PROPHESY OF CHRIST PARAPHRASED. 

From 2 Samuel, 3d to 6th vcrfe. 

JTjL Prince (hall fpring from Dayip's nicc^ 
Adorn'd with every fplendid grace i 
The Meek in mercy he will guide. 
And overawe the fons of Pride. 

Oppreflion's power he will reftrain, 
And equity mall mark his reign ; 
Difcord among mankind (hall ceafe, 
And all tlie Nations live in peace* 

He (hall arife, like morning light, 
To diffipate the (hades of night; 
He, like the genial fun (hall (hinCj 
In glorious radiancy divine. 

His bleflings (hall defcend like dew, 
The face of nature to renew; 
His beams the languid foul (hall cheer. 
And virtue's faire(l buds appear. 

Though fome within my houfe I find, 
Are not to virtue's laws inclin'd; 
Yet know I, that Messiah's blood, 
Infures my mercy, with my God. 

More joy this great falvation brings, 
Then all the pageantry of kings ; 
My glowing hopes, difpel my fears, 
And foothe my weak, declining years. 

His Cov'nant is my fole delight. 
My theme by day, my fong by night ; 
Its promifes my pains aiTuage, 
And warm the frozen heart of age. 

My Soul by Faith, on wings fublime. 
Leaves far beneath the cares of time. 
And panting foars to joys above 
In realms of everlafting love. 

Job 
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HAT though my flcfli, a feat of pain. 
Make me by day and night complain ? 
What though fad trials me befal ? 
My Faith Aill triumphs over all. 

Would you explore the hidden fprings. 
That waft my foul on heav'n-plum'd wings ? 
My heart a fecret joy receives, 
Becaufe my great Redeemer lives. 

Though I, a mortal thing decay. 
And pafs, like to a (hade, away. 
Hell lead me to a place of reft. 
And quell the tempeft in my breaft 

Though prefent grief my reins confume. 
And death configns me to the tomb ; 
My Saviour, to his promife juft. 
Shall raife me from the mould'ring duft. 

This flefli, fo bloatted now and loath'd. 
Shall with immortal grace be cloth'd ; 
Thefe tearful eyes (hall glorious (hine. 
And fee your graciotis God, and mine* 

O ! when (hall that bright morning rife. 
Which (hall tranfport me to the (kies i 
When once this mortal coil is o'er, 
rU fee God's face, and weep no more. 



SIM. 



SIMEON'S SONG PARAPHRASED, 

hVKB U. 23, &C. 



T 



HOU ! who by Patriarchs, Seers and Prophets old, 
Thy Son's approach, Messiah's reign foretold; 
Whofe promife was, from Jesse's root (hould fpring. 
The Prince of Peace, an everlafUng King : 
Whofe fceptre (hould all Nations overaw^ 
And Ifrael rule, with equitable law : 
To whom the World, in homage to his fway^ 
Should bend obedient, and his laws obey* 

Hear now thy Servant, fince the hour is come; 
Confign me peaceful to the filent tomb: 
My aged eyes have feen my Saviour's £sice; 
lie fmiles complacent, in my fond embrace. 
What more can aged Simeon require, 
Than from this earth, exulting to retire ? 
Happy to fee this great eventful day, 
I now would min^e with my kindred clay. 
This day, (bur Fathers joyful viewed afar), 
I've feen;-— the light of Jacob's glorious ftar. 
All Nations (hall the great Salvation fee ; 
And to thy pow'r (hall grateful bow the knee. 
The wide domains of diihnt potent Kings, 
Under thy (hade, (hall blefs thy healing wings ; 
Thou (halt Projphetic teftimonies feal. 
And by thy Wifdom, Judah's breaches heal. 
The Gentile race, in chains of darknefs held. 
Thy beams (hall chearj thy (Irength (hall be their (hield. 

But poignant angui(h (hall transfix thy foul, 
Ere recreant Nations own thy mild control : 
Unlike the tinfel'd Grandees of the earth. 
Many (hall (tumble at thy humble birth : 
But thoii at la(t fuperior to thy foes, 
Shalt rife triumphant from a flood of woes. 
In death vidtorious, thou (halt death deftroy ; 
Apd fee the labours of thy foul with joy. 
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PINDARlQt^ ODE. 

— :o:o>— 
I. 

J. HE rife of Eeipires, and tbdr wdgjhtj £iB, 

My Mufe adrcm'nNis foars bejood tfacm aD; 

Leaves empty (hews of gnndeiir far bchindy 

Nor to a groiv'ling fubgeft b confin'd. 
In vain I cmb ha eager flight. 
Fain would (he reach a towering hq^htt 
She flies, and haftens to rdate. 
The lafl, the dreadful flioke of Fate. 

I fee a great, a glorious Angd ftand. 

One foot upon the fea, one on die lands 

A rainbow round his head, doth'd in a dood^ 

He Jifts his arm on high, and fwears aloud : 

By him who lives, and ever reigns Most HigHs 
Who made the Heav'ns, the Earth, Ac Sea, the $kyi 
Whofe Power^we fear, whp(c Tryth adore. 
Nature expires, and Time (hall be qo more. 

This Sun that gilds the^rolling fpheres^ 

That marks out days, and months, vid yc^rs i 

The circling Seaibns mufl no loiter fway. 

He's run his M, and nuniber'd s3i hi$ way. 

II. 
All Nature flarts, with wild amaze, 

And groans thro' all her wid^ domsMUSi 
Loud thunders roll, fierce meteors blaze; 
And gloomy horror reigns— > 
But lo ! th' Archangel's trumpet foimdst 
That Earth, and Air, and Hell confounds. 
The Ocean other channels feeks ; 
The Earth — to her deep centre (hakes ; 
The Sun's arrefted in lus vray ; 
The Stars forget their courfe, and like loofe Comets (bay. 
The hoary mounteins qyake with fm ; 
^ Tlie graves undof<^ the dead appear : 

The 
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The fcattered atoms into bodies join, 
Rang'd by the Chemiftry diviiie, 
And all the troubled elements their fecret trusts refigh. 

III. 

Ah what horrid forms appear ! 

What (hrieks I hear ? 
Some from fallir^g cities fly, 
Some in tears for mercy cry. 
Some howl in wild defpair : 

Hell, from her yawning gulphs below. 

Belches liquid floods of Are; 

Expofes aU the difmal feats of woe ; 
Where wrath refides that never can expire. 

Where Deftni<Stioh*s jaws extend, 

See accurfed fiends afcend, 
Gnaftiing in pain, and defp'rate iii their woe. 

Which they ihtift ever, ever Undergo. 

Mad with malice and defpair. 

Now earth no ifipYe is Providence's care ; 

They rufll to haiieh Nature's overthrow i 
And fomething find like joy to ruin all below. 

IV. 
Lo ! from the Eaft, Death's Conqueror appears, 
Cloth'd with Oomipotence the judge defcends. 
In his right halnd a palm he bears. 
Redemption in his looks he wears, 
While heaven's radiant hofl around his Car attends. 
Behold the Saints in white array'd, 
Rufh to his banner wide difplay'd, 
On fplendid clouds of light they rife. 
To meet Messiah in the ikies. 
And now their virtue does its power difplay. 
Refining all their drofsy clay; 
Triumphant ride on clouds, the facred throng, 
And dill they brighten as they move along. 
While, in defpair, the wicked gnafh below. 
See what they've loft, and utter (hrieks pf woe. 

V. 
What faiiks appear itpgn the S/vviour's face ! 
Welcome, he cries, ye Sons of Grace ; 
See now the fruits of all your woes, 
Behold an end to all your (hamei 

Derifion 
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Deriiion now recoils upon your fots. 

Who fpum'd my laws, and fcorn'd my Nam^* 

Now flames my rage, againft the rel;iel crew. 

Who hated mc, who perfccuted you. 

But firft, as ye have conquered* now receive, 

Proofe of my Mercy, pledges of Love. 

Afcend thefe Thrones, and fit at my right hand; 

Judge ye thofe Tribes for whom I bled in vauri: 

See, in confofion, all your eh'mies ftahd. 

Who, to their lofs, did proffer'd grace difd;un. 

Then ctitcr Maniions, I7 my Father maile^ 

Ere the foundations of the Earth were laid. ' 

vr. 

While I diftrefs'd, in gloomy dungeons lay. 

Loaded, by tyranny with chains ; 
You did your daily vUSts pay. 

To foothe my (orrows, and divert my paifxs : 
When I was naked, and in want of bread9 

You did not then your aid deny; 
You gave me clothes, mv liung^n* fed. 

Nor Taw me fuffer with a fcornful eye : 
You heard my groans, my burning thirft allay'4^ 

You wip'd away my tears of grief, 
3Vhen I, a ftranger, thro' your cides ftray'd. 
Weary and fick, and faint, ye gave relief* 
Tho' not in perfon, this you did to me ; 
Ycf this you did to mine in mifery. ' 
'" Therefore I on you beftow, 
Blifs, that (h^l eternal flow ; 
Crowns, whofe honours ne'er (hall fade ; 
Kingdoms hell fliall ne'er invade. ^ 

Now all your fufF'rings fliall for ever ceafe; 
The wint'ry florms of Time are o'er : * 
Now reign with God, in everlafting peace. 
As fons, as kings, as priefls, for evermore^ 

VII. •■ ' '•■' 

Ye Powers, and Princes of the flcy. 

Hither bring the race abhor'd. 
See now if they my wrath defy; 

Their once defpis'd, but now exalted Lord. 
The day foretold, the fignal day is come; 

The day that death muft have his doom ; 
On all my foes, I vengeance take. 

And the dark kingdom, with its powers, do (hake. 

With 
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With rapid flight, the^heavcnly hoft, 

Obey, their Lord's cdmoiand ; 
And lo ! appears a wretched band. 

For ever, ef er, ever loft. 
Too late, they ^^precate in tears. 

Their Judge's wrath, He frowning hears, 
Tells them thalt Juftice muft, as well as Mercy, Ihin^ 

For both are attributes divine. 
O ! thou refplendent Deity, they cry, 

Who fitt'it enthron'd in Majefty, 
One beam, one glance of pity (hew ; 

Be Mercy ftill thy great delight, 
Annihilate in everlsllling night i 

Or mitigate our wop. 
Or, if ftem Juftice, vengeance does require, 

And drives us to thofe lakes of fir^ 
At laft, b God, dp thou thy wrath fufpendi 

And though we torments undergo. 

Thro' ages in unutterable woes 
O lef them have an end. ' 

Vlli. 
But ah ! the day of Grace is flowp. 

Too late they bend beneath his throne ; 
Go he cries; Ye mifcreants. Go; 

Your pains ftiall ho ceflation know. 
Fate feal'd the fentehce with an iron pen; 

Celeftial Legions ccho'd back — Amen. 
Hell yawn'd beneath. Vice ftood appall'd. 

While Vengeance loud on Juftice call'd. 
To yield the deftin'd prey ; 

The waves of fire, more hideous roll. 
The fiends in their dark caverns howl ; 

And, to complete the dread difmay, 
Loud thunder (hakes their drear abode ; 

And hotter flames defcend from an oflfended God 
Now rages all the tempeft of his wrath. 

Now finks the rebel crew to '(hades below. 
To lakes of burning flame, the Second Death ; 

And God himfelf, feals up the vaft abyfs of woe. 

IX, 

Now the bright Celeftial throng. 

Tune their harps, their voices raife. 
And to their King exalt the Song, 

Of triumph, gratitude and praife. 

No 
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No mort the dim'rous font of ftfife» 

Difturb the Saints, the heirs <rf life ! . 
Nature awakes t and lo ! the fecond birth. 

Of a New Heaven, and a Glorious Earth. 
Above, below, on all fides round, 

Beauty and harmony abound : 
Around the Earth his glories fliine. 

The Heavens proclaim his Power Divide. 
Saints and Angels join their Arains, 

To Him, who ever lives and rdgi&Sg 
Holy, holy, holy Lord ; 

Ever be thy Name ador*d. 
All Power in Heaven and Earth is thmet 

Thou doft in radiant wonders Ihine^ 
A God of Mercy, glorious and divine. 

But ftop, my^ Mufe, you drive in vain. 
To reach to an immortal ftraln. 

If Angel S9 while th^ fing bis GraCe^ 
Veil with their wings each ndiant face ; 

Say, ought not I to drop my feeble hyS| 
Jiead to the duft, and mufe bis praife ? 
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LEST is the m^n^ who /huns tb^ way 
Where thoughtlefs crowds of (inners Aray, 
Who in bad counfel bears no part ; 
But cherifhes a pious heart. 

2* Whofe fludious and exalted mind> 
By meditation is refin'd ; 
God's law his guide, by day and night; 
His chief employment, and delight. 

J. He, like a generous tree, which grows. 
Where fome refreshing river flows ; 
Fed by the ftream, extends his root. 
Is always green, has always fruit. 

4. Thus (hall the righteous ne'er decay,' 
But dill frefh honours (hall difplay : 
His fruits of faith (hall (lill abound ; 
Till with immortal laurels crown'd. 

J. Bxit vicious men (hall not prevail ; 

Their counfels and their hopes (hall fail; 
Their vain foundations (hall decay, 
And they, like chaff, be blown away. 

6. For impious men, in judgment tried. 

Shall not with the upright abide ; 
The (inner's devious winding path, 
Conducts him to the gates of death. 

7. God loves the Saint, who patient treads. 

Thro' ways where pure religion leads. 
And brings him to th' immortal (hore, 
Where pleafures flow for evermore. 
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H Y do the Heathen people rage I 
And why do fceptred kings engage^ 
In deep confpira(|y, and fpite^ 

Againft the King of kings to fight ! 

2* Thofe who were ne*er agreed before. 

Mind now their ancient feuds no more ; 
They all accord — their powers employ, 
The Lord's anointed to deftroy ! 

3* Shall we, they cry, his lawis obey i 
No ; let us caft his yoke awav ; 
His bands (hall not Our wills reftrain ; 
Wefpum him, and his captive ctuun. 

Jf^ From his Auguft, celeftial Throne ; 
Jehovah looks indignant down ; 
His wrath defcends, his thunder rolls; 
His power their feeble rage controls. 

5. Attend, ye princes, to my will, 

My King (hall reign on Sion's hill ; 
His iceptre (hall you overawe; 
And bend your people to my law. 

6. Submiflive bow, ye fons of earth. 

To Him, your Lord, of heavenly birth.; 
No more againft my Son combine. 
Sprung from th' Eternal Stock divine. 

7. Alk me, my Son, the boon (hall (hew. 

What honours I on thee beftow ; 
I give the world thy wide domain ; 
There thou, and thou alone, (halt reign. 



8. Obfequious 
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8. Obfequibus to thy gentle fwsiy. 

Crowds fhall their twilling homage pay; 
But thofe who dare withftand thy poYf% 
A fpeedy vengeance fliall devour. 

9. Conqueft (hall mark thy (hining path; 

Thy word (hall to thy foes be death : 
Nations, who dare thy (way refift ; 
Thy pdw'r (hall humble in the du(t 

10 Ye Kings, who laws to others give, 

Be wife to wor(hip himj — and live; 
Nor think yourfelves too great, to bwiii, 
Allegiance to Messiah's throne. 

1 1 To him, your greater King, draw near ; 

Serve him with rev'rence, and with fear; 
Ye fubjeds of his wide domains, 
SubmifGve bend— Jehovah reignsl. 

12. Ye feeble offspring of the duft; 

Make his all-potent grace your truft; 
For they are blefs'd, ofpious mind, 
Who peace implore, and mercy find; 

13. But thofe who hate Jehovah's Son^ 

By their own folly are undone : 
Obdurate, they provoke his wrath 1 
And lru(h upon eternal deaths 
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1. X O thee I cry, O God, gi^ ear, 

To thy poor fuppUant's humble pray'r; 
Put forth thy ftrcngth, thy fervant fave, , 
From dire affliftion's gloomy wave. 

2. Lo ! to the dull, to thee I bend ; 

My God, and in my need, my Friend; 
From thy pure Temple's glorious height. 
Look down, and fave me by thy mi^t. 

3. My foes, with peace upon their tongue. 

Have counfel'd how to do me wrong ; 
O ! check the malice of their hearts, 
And guard me from their cruel arts. 

4. Though they in wicked deeds unite. 

Thy wrath their vices (hall requite ; 
While they for evil fow the fame ; 
Let them a harvefl reap of fhame. 

5. Thro' all thy works thy wonders (hine. 

Yet they dcfpifc thy (kill divine ! 
They, by their Crimes, provoke thy wrath, 
And fport upon the brink of death. 

6. Blefs'd be my God, who reigns above, 

For all the tokens of his love. 
He faw my tears, he weigh'd my grief; 
And in my danger gave relief. 

7. When death ftalk'd thro' war's bloody field, 

God was my helper, ftrength and ihield: 
O ! thou, who did'ft my life prolong. 
Accept thy fervant's grateful fong. 

8. Thy people on thine aid depend ; 

rhou art their patron, guardian, friend; 
To them thy mercy, and thy grace, 

Defcend, thro' Chrift, the Prince; of peace. 

9. By Him, of high celeftial birth, 

Blefs every nation of the earth ; 
Feed them with Manna from thy hand. 
And lead them to Emaianuel's land. 
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H Y doft thou, Doeg, boaft in doing wrong ? 
And vend thy mifchiefs with a lying tongue ? 
Can'ft thou efcape th' Almighty's vengeful rod ? 
Or think to hide thy fecret fins from God ? 

2. What though his nnercies patiently endure, 

May'ft thou for ever hope to fin fecure ? 
If thy fmooth tongue likes to devife deceit ; 
Can'ft thou impofe upon thy God a cheat ? 

3. Lo ! Heaven's own Priefts, who by its altars flood, 

Are, without pity, bath'd in their own blood! 
Could nothing elfe thy cruelty afluage j 
Or ftem the torrent of thy matter's rage ? 

4« Regardlefs of the truth, thou hateft good ; 
Delighting moft in Envy's gloomy flood: 
Yet, fee and tremble, how thy noxious breath, 
Has blafled harmlefs holy men to death. 

5, 1 know thy malice, and thy dark defign. 

Is, that no blood fliall quench thy thirft, but mine ; 
But learn, — that Eye, that marks the pious foul. 
Shall guard my life, and all thy arts controL 

6. Jehovah views his children from on high, 

Knows all their woes, and conftrues every figh ; 
He foothe's their griefs ; but will deftroy thy race ; 
And wrathful pluck thee from thy dwelling place. 

7. Men fliall with horror thy deftruftion fee. 

Shrink from thy plagues, but Ihall not pity thee : 
^ehold, they'll cry, his melancholy end, 

Who ne'er made Virtue, nor his God his friend ! 



Thofe 



244 SACRED POBTRY. 

8. Thofe who behold thine honour in the (h](t» 

Shall own, though jate, thy puniflunent is juft; 
And learn,' that neither frauds nor gold can fave. 
From dire deftru£lion's dcfolating wave. 

9* Qut ly with fruit an^ bloflbms, crownM (hall be> 
With health and ftrength, like a green Olive tree : 
Ey'n Gpd's own Courts, (hall be my dwelling place; 
There (haU I know the influence pf his Grace. 

ID. Th^ (hall my foul pour forth her grateful fong^ 
Which to eternity I will prolong; 
With me the Saints, their bcrifice (hall join, 
In never^cpding harmony diving 



FSALM 



» ; 



' '.M ,, gssagssa a . . \ 



P^ALM LIV. PARAPHRASED. 

:o:m.«.* 



.o 



GOD, my ftrength, bcftow thy grtcC| 
Tby fteble feryant faye ; 
For cruel men, an impious race. 
Would thurll me to the grave. 

Z. I cry to thee, in my diftrefs. 
Give ear to my complaint : 
I, with long watching, am confum'd. 
And with my forrows faint. 

3. Strangers to thee, and thy pure 1?^$3 
With perfecuting ire. 
Oppreflive multitudes combined, 
Againft my foul confpire. 

^ Mad in their rage, no God they fear s 
Thy vengeance they provoke : 
Park caves they make my dwelling place ; 
My bed, the flinty rock. 

5. Yet ftill my Helper thou haft been, 

Although my friends are few ; 
My life, and theirs, thou haft preferv'd. 
By mercies ever new. 

6. But furely impious men (hall feel. 

That while they fcom thy wrath, 
Vengeance, though flow, fliall overtake^ 
And fink them down in death. 

7. Then, grateful, I my facrifice^ 

Will to thy altars bring ; 
Incenfe of praife I'll offer up. 
To heav'ns Almighty King. 

8. Becaufe fecure 'midft winds and waves, 

Thou didft fupport my h6ad; 
Whilft ftiip wrecked facrilegious men. 
Were numbered with the dead. 
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V 

Y heart is fix'd, to thee PII laife, 



An early fong of grateful praifc j 
The pfaltery and harp I'll join. 
To tell my glory's wholly thine. 

a. While yet the ftars their rays diffufc ; 
Before the Sun exales the dews ; 
Pll praife the glory of thy Name, 
Inftru£ting others to the fame. 

3. Beyond the bounds of Judah's lot. 

In nations ftrange, in lands remote; 
Thy mighty works, in days of old. 
Shall to aflonifh'd ears be told. 

4. Sublime, thy darling mercy's height, 

Reaches beyond the orl^ of light ; 
And where th' etherial kingdom ends, 
Thy truth inviolate extends. 

5. Exalt thyfelf, thy Pow'r difplay. 

O'er realms of everlafliog day, 
And let a weight of glory roll, 

Above the earth from pole to pole. 

6. Lord, let thy all pervading eye, 

Look down from thy bright throne on high ; 
Rebuke the malice of my foes ; 
And give a refpite to my woes. 

7. 1 in thy holinefs will truft, 

Great Parent, Guardian-of the Juft : 
By thee, my glory and my guide ; 
I'll Shechem, and her lands, divide. 

8. Gilead, ManafTeh, are my own, 
Annex'd to Judah's regal throne. 
By thee fuftain'd, my hand prevails. 
To meafure Succoth's fertile vales. 

9. Mount 
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9. Mount Ephraim's forces in the field. 
Shall be to Jfrael's King a (hield, 
Judah ihall plead mild Virtue's caufe; 
And rule the Tribes by wholefome laws, 

ID. The lofty pride of Moab, I'll break, 
My yoke (hall gall his flubborn neck; 
I'll humble Edom's fierce difdain ; 
And bind him in a captive chain, 

11. My hoft in number, like the fahd, 

ril pour on proud Philiftia's land ; 
Her (hore*s will yield a plenteous fpoif. 
The wages of'^my warlike toil. 

12. But who to * Rabbah's walled pride. 

Undaunted, will our warriors guide : 
What gen'rous power will lend his aids 
While we proud Edom's land invade. 

13. Great God of armies, wilt not thou. 

To IfraePs children favour (hew, 
Their cruel threats our breads alarm, 
O fave us by thy potent arm. 

14. Slighting thy aid, was Ifrael's blame; 

His ftrength a bruifed reed became ; 

But thou alone, our foes can 'ft wound. 

And tread indignant to the ground. 



* Rabbah. — The capital of the Children of Ammon. 



PSALM 



PSALM CXXXVII. PARAPHRASED, 



..W, 



— o::o::(o)::o::o— * 



HEN in Chaldea's land we lay, 
Gaird by a Tyrant's lawlefs fway ; 
In filent muling grief we ftood, 
On * Chcbar's banks, by t Ulais* flood. 

2. Our lutes untun'd^ our harps unihting, 

N^le£led on the willows hung ; 
' Our tears increas'd the rolling tide, 
Which at our feet did gently glide. 

3. Our themes of grief were Zion's woes ;— 

Our captive tote ; — our cruel foes ; — 
Who, in rude mirth, upon us came ; 
And did our God, and laws, blafpheme. 

4. Let's hear your fongs, they proudly cryM, 

And lay your penfive cares afide; 
Come, let the hills and dales rejoice. 
With your foft Anthem's facred noife, 

5. Alas ! no pleafin^ (Irain (haD rife, 

Whilft oalem m her ruins lies. 
What joy can mufic's voice impart. 
To cheer the broken, bleeding heart i 

6. We haplefs men^ are captives led ; 

And from our State the glory's fled ; 
Even Salem's felf a ruin'd heap ; 

Makes Judah's guardian Angels weep. 

7. Firft Zion's praife our mouths did fill; 

From her our hands firft leam'd their ikill ; 
Our tongues (hall to our palates cleave. 
Ere we for her forget to grieve. 

8. But 

^ Ezekiel; i. 3. f Dtoid, viii« a> 



iACKEt) I'OETllY. 249 

8. But God (hall Judah's breaches heal ; 

And Edom's fohs (hall vei^eance feel; 
Who, cruel cry'd, *^ down with her wall, 
to the foundations levd alL*' 

9. And Daughter Of Chaldea know. 

Thou too art fealVi to future woe 1 
Thy ruin'd palaces (hall (land. 
Grim emblems of a guilty land. 

to. The blood of innocents will plead, 
For vengeance on thy guilty head ; 
Who pitylefs againft their groans, 
Couldft da(h them helplefs 'gainfi the (kmesf. 
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ITH vain attempt, my God, I try, 
To (hun thy all pervading eye, 
My rifing up, my fitting down, 
My every aft to thee is known. 

2. E'er yet my thoughts conception find. 
Or are but embryos in my mind j 
They plainly (land before thy view. 
Who look'ft the whole creation thro'* 

2* Where'er I turn, lo ! God is there^ 
My fofteft whifpers reach his ear, 
Befet by him on every hand, 
I always in his prefence (land. 

4. Above my utmofl thoughts, too high, 

O God, is thy immenfity : 
Thy knowledge do I try to find. 
It drowns, it fwallows up my mind. 

• 

5. Striving to hide me from thy fight. 

Should I afcend to heaven's height; 
There thy effulgent glories (hine, 
In awful Majefty divine. 

6. Should I in death's dark fhadow lye, 

I'd meet thy comprehenfive eye ; 
If I to hell's grim regions go. 

Thy wrath there deals the cup of woe. 

7. If mounted on the wings of light. 

To fliores remote, I take my flight ; 
There would I find thy working hand, • 
Thy prefence in the defart land. 

8. Should I, behind the fcreen of night. 

Think to evade thy piercing fight; 
Thy eyes would all my works furvey, 
And darknefs ferve thee as the day ! 



9^ The 
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9. The fprings that life and oiotion give, 

Are thine; by thee I move and live> 
Thy hands did form my yielding clay, 
E'er yet I breath'd, or faw the day. 

10. With curious art thy gpodnefs join'd, 

My body to an active mind ; 
Th6ref€>re, tath^ my-God, I'll raife) 
My daily fongs of grateful praife. 

11. E'er fince I trod this vale of tears, 

From infancy to riper years. 
Thro' ev'ry danger, ev*ry fnare, 
I've Aill been guided by thy care. 

12. In vain thy mercies. Lord, I tty 

To count, all numbers they defy ; 
If I could fum them, they are more. 
Than every fand that lines the (hore. 

13. Thy kindnefTes my thoughts employ. 

And fill my foul with inward joy ; 
Where'er I turn, I mercy fee. 
And find I ever am with thee. 

14. With fecret grief, O Lord, 1 mourn. 

That impious men thy precepts fcorn ; 
Well they deferve thy vengeful rod, 
Whofe lips profane the name of God* 

15. To me, I deem them mortal foes. 

Whofe daring words thy laws oppole; 
Thou wilt arreft their bold career. 
And teach them who they ought to fear. 

_. * 

16. But fearch my heart, if y^ within, 

Lurks any unrepente^ Tm, 
My perverfe will* my God, fubdue, 
And all my latent thoughts review. 

17. If thy ftria fcrutiny fhall find. 

That fecret fin pollutes my mind, 
Recal my wand'rings, by thy Grace, 
And guide in the paths of peace. 



1 
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TO THE DEITY. 
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EHOVAH! thou done art great; 
To thee, the proffaate nations bend ; 
Tti^ hand fuftains creation't weight ; 
Thy Pow'r no thought can comprehend : 

Thou art the God, 

Whofe Sovereign nod. 
Does all thofe radiant fpheres contrd ; 

Thou, by thy word, 

Omnifcient Lord, 
Doft guide, impel, and rule the whole. 

XI* 

The things that are from thee had Inrth; 
Without thy Word, was nothing made : 
The heav'ns above^ this lower earth. 
Thy hand their deep founchtion laid : 

They Ihall decay. 

And pais away, 
But Thou, from all mutation free. 

Art flill the fame. 

Thy glorious Name, 
And praife ihall everlafting be. 

III. 

Before thy all-pervading eye. 
That looks the vaft creation thrc^^ 

Our hidden counfels open lye, 
Revcal'd to thy minute review. 



The 
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The (hades of night. 
The noon-day light. 

Alike to thee, their tale impart s 
Our fecret plans. 
Thy knowledge fcans ; 

Thy piercing glance furveys the heart. 

Above thofe orbs, beyond the flight, 

Of aU the moming-fons of light. 
Who execute thy great commands. 

Thy glorious throne exalted fiands. 
Before thee fall. 
The great and fmsill. 

Mortal, or Angd-tribes divine; 
In thee, they live, 
fiy thee^ they move, 

Thdr beings, and their praife arc thine. 



V. 



Who can thy mighty z&s declare ? 

Can Angels (hew forth ail thy praife i 
y^Tho with Jehovah may compare i 
Great in his works, in counfd wife : 
To all below. 
Thy mercies flow, 
To Saints, to Angets, near thy throne; 
The Pow'rs above, 
Confefs thy love. 
Harmonious in thy praife alone. 

VI* 

Bright Chenibims, in holy praife, 

By lofty Anthems thee proclaim; 

But cannot to thy glory raife^ 

Their voices equal to the theme I 

The heav'ns confefs. 

Thy holinefs. 

Is hr beyond the pow'r of fpeecb: 



Blefs'd 
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BlefsM Seraphs know, 
*^ Their thoughts are low, 

Wnen thy perfediions they would reach. 

On earth, thy willing Saints would (hew. 

How they admire thy (kill divine ; 
But f>oor's our praife, we little know, 
Of all thy works, tho' bright they (hine : 

Yet we can trace, 

A Father's grace. 
In (Ireams of copious gifts defcend ; 

Enfigns of love, 

Where'er we move, 
Mark thee our univerfal Friend ! 

viir. 

Prophets, and Holy men, have told. 
The wonders of thy mighty hand 9 
But we can trace, like them of old, 
Marks of thy grace in ev'ry land ; 

From Adam's time, 

In ev'ry clime, 
All willing nations did confpire. 

Thy praife to fing, 

Almighty King, 
Jn one great univerfal Quire. 

IX. 

Where'er thy altars are beheld. 

There is a Father's prefence known ; 
The heart, that's with devotion fill'd. 
Shall dill thy confolations own ; 

In lateft breath. 

In pangs of death. 
Thy Sons, with ^ife upon their |ongues, 

From earthly woes, 

Sink to repofe, 
Adoring thee, in jojful fongs. 



Great 
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X. 



Great Parent of our praife and love. 

In thee compaflions ever flow ; 
Thy copious bleflings from above^ 
Delight the hearts of all below. 

Thofe men who mourn. 

And are forlorn, 
To thee, in their diftrefs, they cry, 

Thou ftill art near, 

To quell their fear, 
And fave them when about to die. 

XI. 

Great Sov'reign PowV, whofe mighty fway, 

All nations of the earth obey ; 
To all mankind thy aid difpenfe, 
And guide us by thy Providence. 

Let old and young. 

With grateful fong. 
Still praife the wonders of thy grace, 

And may we find, 

Our God our Friend, 
Thro* Ghrift, our Lord, the Prince of peace. 



I 
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VARIETY OF COMMENTS 

OK SOME OF THE 

STRIKING PASSAGES OF iCRlPTUREi 

IK THE 

STYLE OF OSSIAN. 



THE DEFEAT OF SISERA. 

FrQm Judges iv, and v. Chap. 

— :o:o:— * 

D£BOkAH THE FROPHETESSt 

YE men of Judah, lift the warlike (hieldo 
Too long the fword of vengeance has 
been fheathed; and all your armour blot- 
ted with difgraee. The terrors of Jabiu 
fhall keep you bound in fervile chains no 
more. Surely the enchantment of Jacob's 
fons is broken ; and the weapons that war 
againft them Ihall not profper. I faw the 
flaming Guardians of llrael alight on Ta- 
bor's confecrated top. They called thee, 
Barak, from the cloud that obfeufes thy 
renown in Nephthali. They haye tem- 
pered thy mind with prudence ; they have 
warmed thy heart with courage ; they have 

R fc whet* 
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whetted thy Iword for conqueft ; they have 
tuned the voices of the Seers for longs of 
victory. Come, and let ten thoufand war- 
riors follow thee to Tabor ; lucccls fhall 
crown your toil, and Siieira, and his mighty 
men, Ihall perifh. 

Terrible in arms, the fon of Abinoam 
arofe; and at the trumpets call, the men of 
valour w'ete gathered together. The bon- 
dage oi Ifraei's race, flung them with in- 
dignation ; tli€ fulkn glooni of defiance 
darkened the countenance of every war- 
rior. Like the irrefiftable torrent from the 
heights of Ephraim, furious, they rulTied 
upon the embattled legions of Siliera. The 
fpark of heroilm glowed in every breaft; 
the awful genius of vengeance breathing 
on every heart, led Ifrael's Chiefs, like fa- 
milhed lions, on their foes. On Kifhon's 
banks the multitudes of Canaan fell ; li^r 
^Iver ftreams were dyed with the blood of 
warriors. Tell now, ye boaftful Chiefs of 
Mazor, what your (kill avails, w^hen your 
prowels is blaftcd by the miglity Gg^ of 
biattles. The angel of adverutys from his 
du/ky wings, Ibeds baleful influence over 
all your ftrength ; and death, to feed his 
fhriekin^ vultures, delights to muitiply his 
heaps of flain. The itream^ of Megiddo 
iare ftemmed with the bodies of dead w^- 
riors ! How is the ftrength of Jabin wi- 
thered ? How is the glory of Sifera tar- 
nifhed ? How are the Ihieids of the mighty 
caft with themlelves to th*c ground ? 

THE 
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THE MOTHER OP SISERA, 

GOME from the flowery banks of Kifhpn, 
thou renowned leader of Harofheth. Cqwc 
Sifera, my fon, from thy bloody fields co- 
vered with a warrior's glory. Thy animate- 
ing trumpets founds Ihould already have 
delighted my ears ;— -the Ihouts of the fuc- 
cefsful in war, ought, by this time, to have 
gladdened my heart--— Why doft thou re- 
turn fo late from conqucft ?— Why linger 
the thundering wheels of thy chariot? 
Surely thou haft fped, and art metting put 
the paftures of Judah, the fields of Ephraim, 
and the flowery Carmel. Haften to me, 
with thy goodly portion ; great §re thy 
dangers, but greater thy booty, the fpark- 
ling damlels of Ifrael, and their richeft em- 
broideries !™Hafte, my Sifera, and fhew 
me the extent of thy vi6lorious arms, by 
the fpoils thou haft wrcfted from the hands 
of the valiant. 

MESSENGER. 

ALAS ! no more ftialt thou behold the 
vi6lorious Sifera.-— The armies of Ifraql 
have prevailed ; qnd the multitudes of Ja- 
bin, to a man, are trodden tp the earth. 
Through all the towns and villages of 
Judah, ftiouts of triumph, and.forigs of 
vi6lory, are heard.— Sifera, thy warlilce fon, 
is dead, and the fun of his renown is gone 

dovjrn 
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down in difg^race.—By no weapon of war 
did he perilb, urged /to a nccemtous flight, 
a nail in the hands of weaknefs, faflened 
the warrior to the earth ;— -by the hand of 
a female, even Jael the Kenite, he fell' in- 

§* lorious; Sunk to the oozy bottom of Ki- 
lon, the glooihy flood rolls over the cham- 
pion of Harofheth : More difmal Is the 
cloud 6f darknefs that hovers over his re- 
iiown.---From' the chiefs of Canaan the 
glory is departed ; and the weapons of war 
ave failed in the hands of the valiant.—- ' 



i > 



The SONG of Deborah and Barak. 

i. NOW let Judea's fons rejoice, 
i And praife Jehoviah with their voice; 
Who gave to all their foes a grave, 
But did his chofen people fave. 

\ . \ ' ' ' 

2 Before our God, bend down in fear. 

Ye kingS) and ddgn our fong to hear ; 
Through all the earth his glories (hine, 
O'er all he reigns, with pow'r divine* 

3 When through the fields of Seir he trod. 

And march'd through Edom's hollile plain^ 
Our foes fled at the voice of God, i :.. 

And found their boafted courage vain* 

4. The trembling earth confefs'd its fears ; 

The pillars of high heaven (hook ; 
The clouds dropp'd down in watery tears, 
■■ And hills did melt at his rebuke I - ( 

5. Ev'n Sinai's felf, and Horeb's height, 

:. Were in dark clouds of terror clad ; 
When God appear'd, in awful ftatc, 
The frighted ftreams of Kiflion fled ! 
* . 6, Jacob 



■ . / 
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6. Jacob opprcfs'd by Canaan's race, 

Liv'd in difafter and affright ; 
But now their warriors, in difgrace, 
Are by our females put to flight ! 

7. Their heroes fell at Jael's feet; 

Their (kill by Barak's ftrength was foil'd : 
He made our lordly foes fubmit. 
By whom yvc formerly were fpoil'd. 

8. O ! had we always pious beef), 

And never turn'd to idols vain ; 
The tribes had no afflidion feen. 
Nor Ifrael known a monieht's pain. 

g. But ah !— from God our eyes we turn'd. 
And aid from others did implore s 
Deftrui^on came, his fury burn'd, 
' And happinefs we knew no more. 

10. War did Judea's land deformj 

Our foes pour'd in on every fide ; 
No ftrength had we to w^rd the ftorm ; 
' Unarm'd^ bur braveft heroes died. 

J I. Our gates were with dead bodies fiU'd, 
' Grief made our land her dwelling place; 
The fword devour'd, and famine kill'd. 
All plagues deftroy'4 the Jewiih rac<;. 

iZ* Before our God, we fpread our woes; 
He faw us with our forrows fiuipit : 
He iook'd indignant on our foes. 
And wratbfd down his thunder fent 

13. On Kifhon's banks their armies fell, 

Their flaughter ftem'd the rolling flood ; 
Megiddo*s crimfon'd waters tell. 
How all her ftreams are ftain'd with blood* 

14. The plots of Zeb and Oreb fail'd. 

His wrath on £dom he did pour. 
Our arms o'er Jabin's force prevaiPd, 
And Hazor's glory (hines no more l^^ 

15 Gd 
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15. Go then to God, ye tribes, and raife^ 

Your fongs of tributary praife; 

He, from oppreifion's direful fway. 

Has blown your eaeipies away. 

16. Let old and young his deeds rehearfe, 

In flowing ftrains of pious verfe ; 
Tell how your Go4, to you inclinesji 
And in bright beams qf merqy ihiaes« 

17. To God, your cverlafting King, 

Your vows, your facrifices bring 9 
Idols no more (hall be your guide. 
And God in Judah (hall refide,-*^ 

}8. Go grateful, and hy worfhip own. 
Obedience due to him alone ; 
Who gave to IfracPs ruin'd land. 
Salvation by ^ woman'^ hand.-^ 

Thus fang Deborah, the Prophetefs of 
Ephraim. Soft was the found or her voice 
in the ears of Barak, and the warriors of 
Ifrael.™ The groves of Ranjath, and the 
woody Bethel, were rejoiced with the ani- 
mating fongs of viftory.— The waters of 
Kifhon rolled over the enemies of Ifrael. — 
On the banks of the murmuring Megiddo, 
death had filenced the voice of oppreflion. 
The wafted villages, that mourned in defo- 
lation, faw the fpoilers themfelves deftroyed. 
The ruined cities raife4 again their afpiring 
heads, and fpread their Ibining bofoms to 
the fmiling fun.— -The cheerful valleys 
waved again with yellow corn. The fhep- 
herds joyful dwelt among the paftures of 
the hills, pleafed with the harmlefe bleatings 
of their flocks.— The mountains gave their 

purple 
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purple ftores to cheer the droopixvg heart.— 
The pride of Hazor was trodden downf 
and the idol's aid, by Jacob's fon, was de- 
fpifed.™ Deborah was great in the fong.— • 
Jael was honoured among women.— -Barak 
was applauded among the warriors of Pa- 
leftine, becaufe he led their captivity cap- 
tive.— In God, their deliverer, the fons qf 
Jacob rcjoiG^d, and the tribes of Ifrael were 
glad. 



SAUIvs 



SAUL'S DEATH, 

AND 

DAVID'S LAMENTATION. 
I Samuel xxxi. and 2 Samuel i. Chapter. 



SAUL RETURNING FROM ENDOR. 

THE robe of darknefs, which covers the 
earth, is nothing to that gloom that 
overfpreads my foul. How dreadful are the 
denunciations of offended heaven ? Like the 
timid deer on the mountains of Paleftine, fo 
ftarts my affrighted fpirit at every breeze. 
Surely it was the demon of mifchief, who led 
me to that unhallowed roof of Endor's time- 
blafted forcerefs ? In the haunts of iniquity, 
1 have made fhameful inqueft: after the fe- 
crets of futurity. I have tried to unveil the 
cloud which conceals the fate of mortals ; 
and the awful genuis of the venerable Sa- 
* muel, has feverely chaftifed that overween- 
ing anjdety. By his rigid virtue, and his 
folemn appearance, my ipirit was overcome, 
and my warlike courage withered before 
him. Juft were his reproofs, when • he de- 
clared the vengeance of Jehovah. Pre- 
fumption, knocking at the gates of death, 
and foliciting oracles from the .grave, de- 
ferved the feverell rebuke. Alas ! melan- 
choly knowledge. My foes muft prevail ; 
the flower of IlraePs warriors muft perifti ; 



br. 
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fily fons mufl fall by the defolating fword ; 
my kingdom is affigned to my rival; and the 
drong hand of death is this day td blot ihe 
out of all remembrance ! Then come, y^ 
fiends, Diftra6tion and Defpair, and drive 
me, like a whirlwind, upon my enemies. 
Deaths like a famifhed lion, fhall riot in 
the blood of the flain ; and my laft day 
fliall be noted for deftrudlion and carriage^ 
and, fmce I muft fall, let me ru(h like a 
ruinous thunderbolt to the tomb. 

SAUL IN THE MIPST OF BATTLE. 

WHAT a day is this of horror and ca- 
lamity ! Death rides triumphant on his dark 
commiffion. The angel of adverfity deals 
univerfal defolation to friends and foes. 
My people fall before Dagon's hated Vota- 
ries, and perilh by the hands of uncircum- 
cifed barbarians. Ah ! miferable ! what do 
I behold ? My valiant fons are fallen to the 
earth ! A father's guilt has crulhed theii^ 
growing honours, and torn from the hap* 
lefs Saul his ornaments and pride. O ! 
Death ! How haft thou blafted the ftrength 
of the mighty, and thrown to the earth, in 
ruins, thofe columns of beauty, who were 
the boaft of Ifrael's powerful tribes ? But 
I will follow them to the dark kingdom, 
and one tragical taie ihall conclude the lives 
of Saul and his heroic fons. 

Doeg, thou feeft the calamities that fvveep 
my houfe from its foundations. The wea- 

L 1 pons, 
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pons, which flew my children, have pierced 
me to the heart. Obey my laft command ; 
draw the devouring fvvord, and flay thy 
King. Philiftia conquers; and my renown 
fcts in difgrace. Like the fcathed oak, rob- 
bed of its honours^ fo is my ftrength decay- 
ed. Deipondency overwhelms me : Pained 
to the foul, and galled with many a wound, 
I fain would lofe my agonies in death. 

DOEG* 

THOU great in arms I Thou pride of 
Jacob's race!— -forgive : I dare not do a 
deed fo full of horror. The facred pricfts 
at Nob 1 flew, at thy command ; but, to 
put forth my hand againft: Sovereignty, my 
mind abhors. Tell me to die, and I obey. 
But I, though ftained wMth crimes, iiever 
lodged the unhallowed thought of viola- 
ting Majefl^y. 

SAUL. 

REACH me the fword, and from th^efe 
fcenes, your King fliall clear a paflage for 
himfelf.— -O^ Juilice ! This is the weapon 
that flew the venerable fons of heaven, and 
now its point muft: pierce the hearty which 
plotted cruelly againft the innocent. Your 
blood, ye holy men, is now avenged* O I 
defolating tyrant. Death, how dreadful is 
thy empire ! How painful is the paflage to 
thy dark domains. 

DOEG. 
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DOEG. 

PRINCE of warriors! Art thou fallen 
to the earth ? I, too, will fhoot the gulf, 
and follow thee to a world unknown. 
Terrific King \ to thee I yield myfelf a 
vi6lim. Thou fubdueft the courage of the 
valiant ; under thy fway the knees of the 
ftubborn are made to bend.— By thee, O 
iWord, did I flay the holy fervants of Jeho^ 
vah. By thee, a King is fallen, whofe ralTi 
command 1 obeyed ; and now, the awful, 
but juft Providence of heaven, by thee is 
twofold thus, an avenger of blood ! 

THE AMALEKITE. 

WHEREVER I turn, the terrible triumphs 
of death are feen. The mountains of Gil- 
boa are drenched with blood. In all di- 
recSlions, the armies of Ifrael are put to 
flight. Seldom are the followers of Saul 
accuftomed to run when an enemy purfues. 
Perhaps, fince the death of Samuel, their 
fage prophet, whofe prayers made their 
God propitious, be now permits the angel 
of adveriity to chaftife their armies, and to 
punifli their cruel and haughty King.^- 
Sd it muft he ; tor here is their gigantic 
Prince fallen, like a blafted Cedar, to the 
earth. No more will he, terrible in arms, 
put to flight the warriors of Gath, or chace 
before him the affrighted ^ multitudes of 

Al'calon* 
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Alcalon. No more fhall he from the cloudy 
Ephraim call the valorous fons of Benjamin 
forth to vi6tory and fpoil. In vain do the 
daughters of Judah prepare their fongs of 
triumph ; for the crown, alas ! is fallen 
from the head of the valiant. In vain they 
anxious look for his return : The ihouts of 
\ viftcry, carried on the faithful breeze, (hall 
no more foretcl his approach. The tribes 
of Ifrael fhall weep for thee, and thp fons 
of Benjamin (hall lament their falle^i leadr 
cr. But I yv^ill be a wing-footed meflenger 
to Bethlehem's afpiring warrior : The youth- 
ful hero will reward my hafte ; and his 
eyes will gladly behold this fplendid diadem. 
O Saul! but yefterday, a fon of Amalek 
would have trembled in thy prefencc ; but 
now I take from thee, without fear, the 
ehfigns of thy royalty. Thou art no Jonger 
jealous of thy kingdom ; the living on- 
ly contend for dominion ; Death piakes 
the glories of a diadem of no eftimation ; 
and the grave requires no trappings of va- 
nity. This bracelet and crown will ap- 
prove my hafte to David, Prince of heroes, 

PAVID. 

WITH thefe demonftrations of forrow, 
from whence comeft thou in fuch hafte, 
and what is thy melancholy rale i ' 



AHAi.%iLirv,. 
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AMALE«:iTE? 



FROM the camp of Ifr^el am I come ; 
from the bloody fields of Gil boa, am I 
efcaped ; there Saul and Jonathan, with 
the flower of Jacob's race, are perillied j 
while others, lefs renowned in arijis, are 




DAVID. 

THESE are tidings of deep calamity. 
How knoweft thou that Sjaul the King of 
Ifr^el is dead ? 

• 

THIS bracelet and diadem atteftmytne^ 
lancholy tale. Faffing by the cloud- (kirt-? 
cd Gilbo3, I faw the dreadful conflift. 
Long was victory in fufpenfe between the 
contending armies : At lait, the multitudes 
of Pjiiliftia overpowered the ftrength of 
Ifrael. Jonathan, and his warlike brothers, 
fell, in fpite of their prowefs, before the 
eyes of their renowned father. But, when 
the. King beheld his fons were dead, and 
that the ihiclds of the mighty were trodden 
down, he waxed terrible in his wrath. Fu- 
rioHs, he ruihed into the midft of his ene-* 
mies. His fword was a terrible meflengei: 
of death. Like the multitude of waves, 
oeating agtinft an immovable rock in the 

midft 
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ttiidft of the ocean, fo ftrovc the Philiftians 
againft Saul, the valiant prince of he- 
roes. Long was his conflift in the bofom 
of death. Around him, like a wall, tjjie 
heaps of his jflain arofc. At length, when 
the ftrength of his arm had flain or put to 
flight his adverfaries, at a diftance, thi 
archef* of Afcalpn took the fatal aim, that 
brought to the earth the undaunted chief. 
With forrow, I faw the fhield of the 
mighty fall on th^ heights of the bloody 
Gilboa. 

Like thunder, heard from the diftant 
hills» fuch was the mingled and murmuring 
noife, that came from the thoufends that 
followed Jefle's warlike fon. At laft, the 
youth with the ruddy ciountenance arofe, 
and, leaning upon his fpear, he thus ad-* 
drefled his aflbciates in arms:— 

pavid's lamektation. 

YE mighty chiefs, of a noble progeny, 
you have heard how the weapons ot war 
have perifhed, and the (hields of the mighty 
have been trodden to the earth, upon the 
blood ftained fides of the lofty GilbOa? 
Does the death qf Saul not m^rit the gene- 
rous warrior's tear ? Doe* not Jonathan, 
our brother, dcferve our lamentations ? 

How are thy beauties blaftedj thou bloom^ 
ing flower of Benjamin ?-*-$oon, too fooii, 
is the career of thy glory accomplifhed ; 
\yat thy deeds of renown they ijerer (hall be 
♦' forgotten. 
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forgptten. Thou haft written thy mcnag- 
rial ill the hearts of thy enemies. Jaftier, 
the fagc, fhall record thy might, and th^ 
tribes of thy people will hang up the fhield 
in the refounding balls of thy Fathers. 

Awake to fong$ of grkf ; let the pathetic 
harp found with ftrains of forrow ; tell aU 
of Jacob's race how the beauty of Ifrael is 
flain ;— how the firft of men is departed ! 
•—O, Judah ! on thy high places, how are 
the mighty fallen ? 

But, while ye give his adlions to lafting 
renown ; wjiile ye ftop at his tomb, to in* 
dulge in grief, and to raife ypur fprrowing 
voice ; beware how you give his death to 
Fame, to recite^ in Gath, or to publifli our 
lofs in the ftreets of Afcalpn ; left the daugh- 
ters of Philiftia, giving the theme to th^ 
lyre, fhould rejoice ;— -kft, mirthfully ftri- 
king the choral fhell, they fhould boaft, 
that the glory of Ifrael is departed* 

Parched be ye, O ye mountains of Gil- 
boa : Upon you let no genial dews defcerid, 
Hor rains be poured forth. Blafted with 
fterility, let no ripe oblation be gathered 
fx'om your deiolated fields ; for there the 
llii^ld of the mighty was vilely caft away,, 
even the royal Ihield of Saul. There, uu- 
diftinguifticd, the illuftrigus fell, as if he 
had not been anointed with oil. Lieft thou 
low, and is thy light extinguiihed, thou 
valiant leader of heroes ? How is the crown 
fallen from thy head, O thou prince of 
warriors ? . Thy countcnaoce, which was 

fair 
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fair like the light of the morning, lies now, 
alas ! pale and deformed, in the dark habi- 
tation of thy fathers ! Too foon has thy 
fpirit fled to the land of fouls ; too foon art 
thou configned to tlie narrow houfe. 

O, Jonathan ! early did thy breaft warm 
to feats of valour. Soon did thy mind por- 
tend thy anxious zeal for deeds of warlike 
prowefs ! Thine was an arm to be dreaded 
by an enemy. Thy bow was not feen to 
turn back from the mighty ; thine arrows 
were dipped in the fat of the valiant. O, 
Saul ! thy fword was not accuftomed to re- 
turn empty, but was ever moiftened with 
ttie blooQ of the flain. Thou, by thy might, 
gaveft to death many of the martial Ions 
of ftrength. How often haft thou glutted 
the grave with the enemies of thy people. 
Ye mighty- chiefs of Ifrael, oblivion Ihall 
never obfcure your renown. The greatnefs 
of your fame ihall be fcattered afar, and 
the memorial of your warlike virtueis never 
fhall die. 

O, Jonathan ! the warrior (hall often ftop 
at thy tomb ; the generous tear (hall fteal 
down his countenance ; and the virgins of 
Ifrael, lamenting thy fall, (hall make the 
rocky hills refound with the voice of weep- 
ing. How amiable was thy filial affeiStion ; 
how tender thy regards to faered friend- 
(hip. O, Saul ! how pleafant was thy pa- 
rental deportment to Jonathan; happy 
was he who enjoyed thy generous indul- 
gence. Sweet- eyed complaifance fiailcd ii> 

thy 
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tty countenance, and gfentle fubmiflion wai 
conff)icuous in thy fori. Ye were lovely in 
your lives, and in your deaths ye are not 
divided. Ye were fwifter than eagles iti 
purfuit of ydUr foes ; ftronger than lioiis^ 
ye rulhed into the fields of flaughtfer, to de- 
mand for Ifracl the palm of viCTory. Greiit: 
is our grief for you, ye mighty lealderS; not 
fmall is the .caufe of oiir woe ! 

Daughters of Paleftine, lay &fide the 
Jnirth-giving harp, Saul and his fons ard 
no more. Their toils enriched you with 
the fpoils of warlike nations ; thfey fed you 
with the delicacies of vanquilhed couri-^ 
tries ; they clothed yon^ fcarlet, with or- 
liaments of gold yponjour dppard. O, 
ye amiable mourners, now are the mighty 
fkllen in a fatal hour. But th6 heroes of 
Ifrael fell, while their fame was arouhd them; 

O, Jonathan ! in the glory pf thy ftrfength, 
thou art untimely cruftied to the earth. Ori 
the ill-fated Gilboa, death has withered the 
bloom of thy youth. Unrelenting king; 
thy power blafts and ovcrwhelnis the iriha* 
bitants of the world ; thou fhatcheft into 
thy dark kingdom, the valiant from the 
bright career of their glory. I deplore thy 
lofs, my brother ; but the tear of afFedliori 
rccals not the ftrength of the mighty! 
Though death and the grave be deaf to my 
unavailing lamentations, yet, with my tearSj^ 
I will ever bedew thy memory. I will teach 
the moft plaintive firings of my harp to be- 
wail thy fall. But, O ! thou dear congfe- 

Mm nM 
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nial foul, what melancholy ftrains caa e^^ 
prefs the an§ui(h of thy friend ? That wing- 
ed lliaft which flew Jonathan, has pierced 
me to the foul. Dearer than life, with all 
its joys, more pleafant haft thou been to 
me ! Than female love, more lively was 
thy tcndernpfs of friendlhip. Thine was a 
kind, a generous affe6lion, tempered and 
blended with a brother's love. 

How are the mighty fallen ! How have 
the chiefs of Ifrael perimed ! How have the 
weapons of the warlike been vilely caft a- 
way ! Weep, ye inhabitants of Paleftine j 
but they hear not the found of your lamen- 
tations. The clodgof the valley cover the 
carcafes of the Hfm ; but their fpirits va- 
ni(hed from Gilboa, elch on his white 
cloud ; and they have left with us the care 
of their renown. 

Arife, ye fons of Jacob, red in your 
wraths arife to vengeance. The God of 
battles will pour courage into your hearts, 
and ftreagth into the warrior's arm. Like 
an overwhelming deluge, we will ru£h 
forth in our might ; we will crufh our foes 
to the earth, ana avenge our fallen leaders. 
The memory of Jonathan will inflame our 
fquls to* vengeance. The warlike fpirit of 
Saul will again be feen in feats of valour. 
The triumphs of turbulent Oath fliall not 
be l^fl:ing ; and we will pull down the 
palaces of the haughty Afcalon. Jafer the 
lagc will record our deeds ; and our fame 
Ihall be great, and flourifli in the heroic fong. 

THE 
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TEARS OF SALEM. 



Lamentations of Jeremiah> i Chapter. 
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A Melancholy Bard was mufing oh 
the viciffitudes of time, and the mi- 
feries of human life. The ruins of ages 
long pad lay before him. Heaps of muti- 
lated columns, and arches bending in ruins 
to the earth, prefcnted him with melancho- 
ly fubjedl for fober refle6lion. How fleeting, 
faid he, aift precarious is evrery thing be- 
low ; how many cares and paflions vex and 
difturb mankind, for a little inconfiderabie 
period ; and then his trifling memorial is 
for ever fwallowcd up in death. The vale 
of life is ftrewed with pain and forrow, and 
the profpe6t of other*s unhappinefs, in- 
creafes our own uneafinefs. Dangers fally 
forth upon us in fquadrons, wherever tve 
turn : /anxiety attenas us to our lateft mo- 
ment ; and, when we drop into our graves, 
envious time induftrioufly erazes our memo- 
ries, and undermines the ftru6turcs we rear- 
ed to our vanity. 

Our 
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« 

Our contemplative Bard featcd himfelft 
in imagination, on Zion's celebrated hill. 
The found of his hicirp was to (trains of 
grief. Like the wind breathing through 
the defolated walls, fo his fighs arofe. His 
tears were poured out like the rain^ for 
IfraeFs departed glory. 

Salem, faid he, once famed for its divine 
fnelpdy, is now a prey to defolation, and 4 
haunt for the fcreeching ominous bird. 
Stately knd majeftic, the pride of the whole 
earth, (he (tood among the cities the per- 
fedtioQ of ^^e^^uty. On Zion's top, the 
princely poet, David, ftood, ^nd poi»red his 
joy inipiring (trains into the pious ear. 
Here brave(t warriors harmonized their fouls 
with fpngs of prajfe ; but now the echoing 
roofs re(ound no more with mufic's voice. 
Salem's venerable priefts are dead, that trod 
her croudcd courts; her prd^hets, alas! 
are gone to the houfe of. filence ; and the 
ftiields of her generous defenders are trod- 
den with themlelves to the earth. 

Thou princefs among the prpyinqcsj why 
fitteft thou folitary amoqg the bills of Pa- 
Icftine? Why do(l thou caft a tearful eye 
upon the land of p^oud Chaldea ? And why 
dp the devouring eagles of Rpnic hover up- 
on thy lofty battlements. 

SALEM. 

I fit a widow, and am bereaved of my 
ch^drcn : Tearful is my countenance, and 

ray 
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my glory is tarnilhed, and in the duft, be* 
caule of my fin. The fun of profperity, 
for ages, fhonc upon my palaces. Peace, 
power and delight, were within my walls. 
I was the envy of neighboyring nations, 
^nd the joy of my own people. The feafls 
of 2^ion were well attended, and. my friends 
were numerous as the fand of the lea. My 
Temple was the glory of the world, and 
from thence the Omnicient deigiied to give 
oracles topnen! Its marble columns proud- 
ly role to the (kies, and its golden orna- 
ments, glittered ip the fun. But, inftead 
of being pious, we became vain-glorious. 
Oftentatiou$ ihew, and magniftcient facri- 
iices, were pfteemed devotion ; but our 
hearts were alienated from Jehovah, and I 
became defolate. The warniing voice of- 
ten heard in my ftreets was difregarded ; 
^my prophets fprefaw my ruin, and pro- 
claimed my fall. But my holy men they 
flew ; and I was (lained with the blood of 
innocence. peftru6lion came like the f>veep- 
jng whirlwind, and the foundations of Zion 
were fhakcp. pale famine (lalked through 
my ftreets, and confumed my people. All- 
torinenti^ig hunger, forced even pitiful mo- 
thers to deftroy their infant children, that 
they might drag out a miferable exiftence, 
by a weeping abhorred meal. My walls of 
defence were broken down, and my princes, 
like timid hearts, were purfued ; the all- 
devouring (word wafted what the peftilence 
hadfpared; my young men pcrifticd with 

hardftiips; 
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hardfhips ; the ftrcngth of my valiaivt mea 
decayed ; the hands of fpoilcrs levelled my 
Jofty towers to the ground ; and the facrea 
Fane of Jehovah, became itfelf a ruined 
heap. O, ye that! pafs by, have ye no tear 
of fympathy, nor Ipecch of regret for the 
ruins of Salem ? Does the cloud of ven- 
geance, with which I am covered, not de- 
mand a figh ? Does the forrow and (hame 
I endure, lolicit no pity ? I fpread out my 
arms, but there is none to help. I wafte 
myfelf in tears, but there is none to give 
confolation. Ah ! what avails it, that 
Bethlehem raifes the voice of lamentation ; 
and that Ramah in tears refufes to be com- 
forted : Thefe do not repair the defolations 
of Zion. The righteous Judge of men has 
thrown down the ftrong holds of Judah ; 
he has dcmolifhed the habitations of Jacob ; 
and bound in a heavy chain the captivity 
of my people. 

While the tearful bard was moved for 
the grief-worn Salem, the voice of melody 
was heard from a diftant eminence. Fron^ 
whence foever it comes, faid he, it is the 
cffufion of a heart unacquainted with for- 
row. Some youth yet lives near Zion*s fa- 
crcd mount, happy, though in folitude, and 
unmindful of the difafters that have op- 
preffed the miferable Judah. He approach* 
cd the place from whence the harmony 
came. Struck with aftoniftiment, he faw 
a figure, lean, difcoloured and'difeafed, 

fitting 
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and chanting an air of raviih- 

Thou fon of affli£tion, how can thy 
voice deceive fuch wretchednefs ! Iflues 
and blotches mar thy (kin ; thy joints are 
cramped with pains of long durance ; thy 
languid eyes feem willing to withdraw 
from the light, that brings no joy to thee. 
Say, what can delight thy heart, which 
muft have long forgot each cheerful im- 
pulfe ? 

You fee this body, (battered with difeafe 
and age, and wonder how I fing ? Why 
Ihould I not rejoice, with hopes like mine ? 
'Tis only guilt that caufes Ibrrow and re- 
morfe. This forry tenement has long my 
better part confined ; but now the prifoa 
walls are falling to decay, to fet me free* 
A few days more, and this poor harbour 
of difeafe will fink into the grave, while 
my intellectual part, wafted by angels, 
Ihall mpunt, exulting, to the realms above. 
Death will be to me a friend, a welcome mef- 
fenger, to heal me of my pains. The courts 
of Salem are trodden down. She weeps a- 
lone for her glory departed ; and now this 
world, to me a barren defart, has nothing 
in it worth my care. My treafure is in 
yonder diftant land, where forrow is not 
known, and where' no enemy can annoy. 
Should I then be fad, who wait the lapfe of 
a few Ihort hours, to lift my foul to peace. 
With inexpreflible joy, I look forward to 

that 



happy moment, when 1 fhall fhake off oM 
age, and want, and ficknefs, all at once, 
and mix with bleffed Spirits in the realms 
of light. 

But, ftranger, if the rueful fcenes of de» 
folation before thee have not untuned thy 
foul for melody, liften and I will give thee 
the fong of my confolation :— 

The DYING MAN^s Song of Confolation, 

Arife, my foul, to heavenly drains. 

Forget a ^hile, thy prefent pains/i 
Thou foon (halt know a joyful eafeji 

And leave this body of difeafe. 

From Zion*s fallen temple rife^ 

View that bright temple in the (kies; 
There thou all glorious (halt (hine, 

And tune thy harp to fong's divine. • 

• 

What though afflidlion's cup was deep, 

That Salem made a ruin'd heap ; 
Why wafte thy time in vain complaints, 

God's fiill a refuge to his faints* 

He does their ri(ing fears control, ;< 

And cheri(hes the pious foul ; 
His promifes their hopes revive ; 

His grace ftill keeps their faith aliv^ 

Though this poor tenement of clay. 

Makes rapid progrefs to decay $ 
To that bright city of my God, 

I hafle, to my divine abode. 

My joyful foul for flight prepare, 

God makes thy happinefs his care; 
When pafling through death's gloomy val^ 

Neither thy faith, nor hope (hall fail. 
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1 fee the bright the (hining ray^ 

That ^ides me to eternal day ; 
1 fee the path that faints have trod. 

And follow them to meet my Gbd; 

To me the ills of life are pa0j . 

My body to the grave makes haftei 
My fpirit, like a bird, takes flight, 

To realms of everlafting light. 

ALL gracious heaven^ faid the Bard^ 
how delightful are thy confolations ! Why 
do I lament, the deftru6tion of this temple, 
of Salem, whefe only the fyihmetry of 
wood, and precious ftones is deftroyed? 
This poor man's heart is a better temple, in 
which Jehovah delights to refide. Through 
the ruins of this fhattered tabernacle, the 
foul looks out to a blooming* immortality; 
Here true devotion breathes, enlivened with 
a glorious hope. Thou art more precious^ 
than columns overlaid with gold^ faid the 
Bard, and wept. They were not the tear* 
of pity ; but fuch as the generous Ihed^ 
when liiffering virtue is about to be relieved^ 
or fcandalized innocence to be acquitted. 

Be pleafed to mind my fong, and fparc 
thy condolence, thou man of feeling, faid 
the dj ing Lazarus. Soon (hall I be at reft in 
the land of filence ; foon Ihall the clods of 
the valley cover my wfetchednefs. Go learn 
the fcience of living wellj that thou maycft 
die happy. Mourn not over the defdlatiori 
of walled cities, and the miferies that at- 
tend humanity ; but rather ftudy to, avoid, 

K n as 
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as an individual, thcle fins that intfportune 
the vengeance of heaven againft guilty na- 
tions. If thou haft complacency enough 
to be inftru£ted by me, obierve, that no real 
evil can befal him who cultivates religion 
in his heart ; and whofe mind is free trom 
the painful ftings of remorfe. They alone 
are wretched, and ftrangcrs to felicity, who 
. are deftitute of true piety. 
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FIERCE rufties the red torrent from the 
heights.-— Hollow is the groan of the 
gathering ftorm.-^-Deep iighs the awful 
geniui^ oFthe blaft, that renas the venerable 
•oaks. 

The beautiful Merione trembled in the 
deep cave, while the reftlefs fea thundered 
againft the oppofmg rocks of Yla ; her ori- 
fpns were for the Ion of the mighty Con- 
rad. A rage of love made her lufpc6t his 
fafety ; but fhe hoped the powers would be 
partial to her regards. Oft fhe looked up« 
on the foaming deep, and anxious longed 
for Morven. Her fnowy bread heaved with 
unufual throbbings ; prefage, laid fhe, of 
his approach : Direct: his courle. Comptrol- 
ler of the ocean.— I (hall again hear his 
yoice in the halls of mirth. 

• . OHOSt 
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GHOST OF CONRAD. 



/ 1 



NO mpre, fair daughter of Blei>nermo, 
(halt thou hear the voice of Morvcn; la- 
bouring with the imperious furge, urged 
by an evil power, his bark is fwallowed up 
by the devouripg Swinna*, Cruel is the 
triumph of the inhofpitable Swinna, his 
gloomy cavities are the manfions of death. 
Morven lies low ; but not by a lance of the 
envious fons of Jura. He entered the hall 
ot the piighty Wodden, by the tremendous 
(entrance of the hated Swinna. — But, Me- 
rione alone, fhall not lament the death of 
Morven ; the chiefs of Ebudae f knew his 
valour and praifed it ; his enemies (hall no 
more dread his arm^ but they cannot boaft 
of the overthrow of the heroic fon of Con- 
rad. 

As, when a fearful fwain has trod by 
chance upon a lion's walk; fo ftood aghaft 
the fair Merione. Horror (hook her frame, 
and a confli£b of grief laid hold upon her 
foul.— Conrad's mighty fhade withdrew up- 
on his dark cloud, and the daughter of 
Blcnnermo, poured out her complaint a- 
gainft the furies of the howling tempeft, in 
the folitary cave of Conar. 

Ye 

* A terrible whirlpool, called tbc Well of SwiDna, in the 
northern Teas, between Yla and Jura, among the Hebrides. 

t Th^ ancient name c^ the Hebrides^ or Wcilem Iflos. 
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Ye cruel ftorms! enemies to happinefs 
and love, fpend now your utmoft rage. 
Be torn the oaks from the eternal hills, their 
ornament and pride ; what {hade is grate- 
ful, fince now my Morveri wanders in the 
(hades below ! What now detains the 
daughter of Blennermo, who only lived 
for Conrad's fon. The mighty floods co- 
ver thee, O Morven ! dark is thy place.— - 
Thy graceful locks fport no more in the 
wanton breeze ; thou art thyfelf the fport 
of the infulting billows of S\yinna. 

Where is now the majeftic port of the 
Chief, which his warriors praifed, while 
they followed his fteps to the glorious field ?^ 
The inferior fouls of the fons of Jura J:rem- 
l)led ijF he frowned ; t>ut when my Morven 
fmiljcd, the daughters of the Ifles were en- 
vious of the daughter of Blennermp! Q- 
thers may mourn the unhappy fate of Mor- 
yen, but it feals the doom of Merione.— 
Her tears (hall fall like the continual drop- 
pings of the Avinter-rain ; mirth (hall not 
flop the current of her grief, till it over- 
whelms the daughter of Blennermo ; as 
Swinna's rage p'erwhelmed the fon of 
flonrad. 



BLENNERMO. 



MY halls are hung with the ftiields of th^ 
mighty, and the deeds of renown diftin- 
guifh the Blennermian line. A race fincw- 
ed for war, and who know not to turn their 

backs 
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backs upon a foe. But, an unufual dread 
feizes me, as if I ftood by the fhades of my 
fathers ! Surely, too, groans added to the 
horrors of the night, and dire was the 
fcreech of the ommous bird ! But, what 
do I fee? A grim form, rifmg from the 
deep ; wafted on a dufky cloud ! His eyes 
are red ! fad demooflration of woe ! comes 
he not full en like a meifenger fraught with 
9 tale of grief ! 

GHOST OF CONRAD. 

FROM the dark receffes of the deep, I 
come, from the bars of the earth, from the 
horrible profound of Swinna. His guar- 
dian fpirit yielded to the genius of the 
ftorm, and there was no friendly ftar to 
direct the courfe of Morvcn. Hang up his 
unbent bow in the hall, but difturb not the 
tombs of Tcolumnkill*, for deep is the 
grave of Morven. He deferves a tear ; but 
the houfcs of Blenncrmo and Conrad, (hall 
jiot weep for him alone. 

BLENNERMQ. 

* 

WHAT dire contingent hovers over our 
heads ? What can be worfe than the un- 
timely death of Yla's chiefs! Didft thou 
ftumble into the abyfs, O Morven ! ere yet 
thou faweft the lapfe of thirty feafons ! 

Di^ 

* The bur/ing-place for their kings and chiefs in the Hebrides* 
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Did the floods of Swinna inclofe the a- 
round ; yet fhall they not bury thy renown. 
Thy name fhall live in lands remote, by 
the voice of Fame ; and thy memorial is 
writ ic^delible on the hearts of thy ene*- 
mies. But who, alas ! fhall comfort Me« 
rione ? That lily will drop, fincc Fate. has 
cropt the rofe ! Thou art not accuflomed 
to weep, Blennermo ; thel'e are rebellious 
drops* Why fhould the dew of grief moif- 
ten thy cheek ? Hafl thou not fecn the field 
ftrewed with thy mangled friends ; hafl 
thou not feen them fwallowed up in the 
deep, even the ftrength and might of Ebu- 
dse ! Have not theie evils fleeled thy heart 
againfl the demon of adverfity, who is oft 
an unwelcome vifitor at the houfe of Blen- 
nermo. But the ancient oak, which has 
flood the brunt of many a blafl, may at 
lafl, by a fudden gufl, be thrown to the 
ground ; or the flrong built tower from his 
foundation in the rock. But I will retire 
to the fea-beat fhore, none fhall be witnefs 
to my grief. I will figh with the wind, 
weep with the rain, and vent my moan 
witn the howling ghofts of the tempefl. 
In that gloomy cave will I mourn, where 
of old were heard the prayers of the vene- 
rable Conar. 

What do I hear !— Merione ! 

O Morven, Morven, foon will I follow 
thee. The light is not without the fun, nor 
the fhadow without its fubflance ; we had 
but one foul, and it is fled. But the bard 
who fhallfpeak of the might, and mourn* 

ful 
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fill fate of Morven, fhall join in his fong, 
the love, the grief, and the death of Me^ 
rione. 

So when the tall cedar is fcathed by the 
lightning's flafh, and is no more the faireft 
of the trees in the wood ; even fo was blaft- 
ed the ornament, the pride of the daughters 
of Yla ; grief preyed upon her youthful 
bloom, and her forrows too great for re- 
flraint, overwhelmed the fair Merione.— 
Sudden was her flight to the land of fouls. 

Blennermo flood like a rock between two 
contending feas. Defpair fat brooding o*er 
his big tempeftuous foul. It is enough, he 
faid, earth has nowno joy ; nor is there in the 
■womb of fate a fiercer pang. As the wind 
through the hollow caverns of the rocks fo 
fighed' the mighty chief, while he vented 
his grief in the cave of Conar. 
' Lieft thou low, Merione? Wounded by 
misfortune, alas ! thou vifiteft too foon the 
narrow houfe. Pride of my ftrength, and 
comfort of my age, art thou call to the 
earth ? Where are the beauties, the ac- 
complifliments of Merione. All fled ! Like 
the triumph of the blaft over the tender 
flower, fuch is the triumph of death on thy 
comely form. Severe is the fellowfhip of 
a double grief ; for, while I deplore thy lofe, 
how fliall I disjoin the fate of Morvcij ? 
No ; Blennermo (hall go mourning with- 
out the fun ; for his joys are blaftcd, and 
in a moment turned into fadnefs. His com- 
forts have taken the wings of eagles, and 
flown to the (hades of nights 
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O rich mens ^ves, falfe flatt'ring marbles pa^— 
A fulfome tribute to their breathle^ clay i 
Poor men, negledled live, and die unknown; 
The living yidd their praife to wealth alone. 

Seneath this humble turf, a beggar fleeps, 
. And no diflembling mourner o'er him weeps ; 
No longer fcom'd, he ceafes to complain ; 

He feels no hunger, and he knows no pain. 
Outcaft, while living, was poor Laz'rus loa^h'd i 

Better than Dives, now as richly cjoth'd. 
Reader, furvey thefe tombs> theie fcutptur'd forms, 

Are their depoiits lefs the prey to worms. 
Than this poor man's, who in their flabJes ilept, . ^ 

Fed on their crumbs, and at their laughter wept I 
In death's domains, no vein of humour flows i 

Here finds the weary fojcfurner repofe. 
No gloiling lines, are o'er his tombftone fpread. 

Like thofe around him, highly born and bred. 
Yet, here he reds, and fleeps as found as they ; 

And fhall rife brighter, dn a future day ; 
Shorn of the rags, half cover'd him before. 

To fhine with Angels, atnd to weep no more. 

While you furvey this confdcrated earth, 
Contemn.the tribute paid to haughty birth : 
Pra£l:ife thofe virtues which the foul refine, . 
And even make the wretched Beggar flunc. 
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ON 

CHARITY. 
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AIL, Charity! of fobermienj 

Sweet Virtue, humble and ferene ; 
Come to my breau, thy joys impart, 

And make a temple of my heart. 
•From thee, the foft companion flows, 

Which is a balm to human woes j 
That graceful (hining robe is thine. 

Which makes the wearer all divine. 

Where mifery fits down alone. 

In fecret haunts, to make her moan ; 
Where grief, a ftranger to repofe. 

Would weep unfeen, to deferts goes : 
Thou foUoweft fleeter than the wind ; 

The ready friend of human kind ; 
And changeft forrow into fong, 

By thy fweet eloquence of tongue^ 

I've feen thee feed, affliAion's child, 

With lavifh hand, and afpe£l mild ; 
I've feen thee clothe the naked form, 

To brave the winter's frigid ftorm ; 
I've feen thee all the ills afluage. 

Of poverty, and wrinkled age ; 
And mark'd thy down-caft tearful eye. 

When want furmounted thy fupply. 

Woe to the man, to thee unknown. 

Who loves no int'reft but his own. 
Who fees the" fufF 'rings of mankind, 

With fullen apathy of mind : 
Th' imploring eye, th' tott'ring pace. 

The pale emaciated face, 
Cannot his narrow foul engage. 

To eafe the wants of frozen agct 
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Alas ! From him np pity flows, 

No gen'rous flame his bofom knows : 
Give to his wifli a ftore of wealth, 

And to his body eafe and health ; 
No woes of others reach his heart i 

Nor can he with his idol part ; 
His foul no focial virtue charms; 

No fympathy his bofom warms ; 
No tear has he for deep diftrefs ; 

His fordid mind is picilefs. 

But come, fweet Charity, defcend. 

And deign to be my bofom friend ; 
Come reign foJe umpire in my mind^ 

And to thy will my reaion bind j 
For Peace and Mercy on thee wait. 

And Truth's thv miniller of ftate : 
By thee, the Virtues kept alive, 

Are planted in the heart, and thrive* 
By thy mild influence rever'd, 

I he wounded bleeding heart is cheer'd; 
Thy tears alleviate difeafe. 

And to the troubled foul give eafe. 

Warm me with energy of mind. 

To feel for all the human kind : 
And where 1 can their forrows heal. 

Teach me to adt as well as feel. 
With thee, I'll to the cells repair. 

Where dwell difeafe, and haggard care. 
By thee inftruded, i (hall know, 

The cordial drops for foothmg woe ; 
From thee Til learn, with pitying eye, 

To clofe the wound, and quell the figh ; 
With thine, my plenteous tears fliall fall. 

We'll lend our fympathy to all. 

We'll fearch out poverty's retreat. 

Where nakednefs and hunger meet ; 
Sharp craving appetites we'll teed. 

With veftments, we'll the naked dead. 
Till joyful hearts (hall grateful cry. 

That heav'n defends in Charity. 

Te 
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To dungeon*s gloomy danks we'll run, 

To woes feduded frorti the fun ; 
And try to quell the mourner's grief, 

By ev'ry aid that yields relief; 
We'll pray that Jiiftice may be kind, 

And all their galling chains unbind ; 
But, if deny'd, — ^^the pris'ner's groan. 

We'll (hare, as if it were our own. 

Thou, Virtue's faired darling child, 

Of modeft air, and afpedt mild, 
O ever make thy dwelling mine. 

And clothe me with thy robe divine. 
Hafle thee, tfnd with thy magic ray. 

Drive hated bigotry away, 
And heated zeal, with queftions nice. 

With fnarling fquint-ey'd Prejudice. 

O wring from human hearts the gall, 

Th^t gentleft love may fmile on all ; 
And Piety, of heav'nly birth, 

May peaceful diivell upon the earth, 
Let party rage and' wrangling ceafe, 

And all opinions live at peace. 
That lively Hope to heav'n may foar, 

Where Faith had (hew'd the way before. 
And ev'ry foul purfue the plan, 

Of Love to God, and Love to man. 
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!(;hrist upon the cross. 

From Lamentations, i. Chap. 12. ver* 
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E that pafs by, my forrows view, 
And mark the pangs I bear for you : 
Behold my body fcourg'd, and bruis'd, 
Tliat you may be more gently us'd. 

I, who enthroned in heav'n fat, 
For you, afTum'd this humble (late, 
That by my fufFerings you might rife, 
To feat$ of bills above the Ikies. 

I faw you under heav'n-s wrath, 
I came to fave your fouls from deatK; 
I, hopelefs, faw the human mind, 
Infenfible to good, and blind. 
I came to make the light appear. 
Life to beftow, and doubts to clear. 

For you, I every pang endure. 
That 1 your countlefs ills may cure. 
I bear* O men, this wretched ftate, 
Your future hopes to elevate : 
But while I bleed no friend is nigh. 
To foothe; me with kind fympathy ; 
Compaflion from your hearts is fled. 
And every fcomer (hakes his head. 

I'm naird to this accurfed tree, 
From endlefs woes, to fet you free ; 
To me this death of flaves is giv'n, 
To make you Denizen's of heav'n. 
But you, alas ! my laws abufe. 
And thoughtlefs, profFer'd life rcfufe ; 
Beheld by you, in low difguife, 
You fcorn me, and my grace defpife. 
Ah ! how your fins, ye fcorners wound. 
And make my blood bedew the ground. 

Now*s the darkeft hour of time, 
I fufFer, mortals what's my crime f 
Ah ! too fure, you know not why ? 
Or who he is, — you crucify I 
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See, what wreath my head adorns, 
A King, alas I — And crown'd with thorns ! 
My temples with my blood'are dy'd, 
A (Cure for your fick. fouls apply'd. 
To purchafe peace, myfelf I give. 
That, by my death, your fouls may live ! 
For you this thorny crown I bear, 
That crowns of glory, you may wear ! 
That I your hungry fouls may feed. 
For foes, as well as firiends, I bleed ! 

While poignant anguifh wrings my hearty 
Blafpheming Priefts, increafe my fmart. 
I wade thro' feas of forrows deep, 
While Pity!s felf forgets to weep. 

Now the flings of wrath i find,. 
Ah! what horrors feize my mind; 
Now's the fummit of my woes. 
Now the cup of trembling flows ; 
Now heav'n, and earth, and hell unite, 
To make my forrows infinite [ 
My God, how dreadful is thy wratb ? 
It melts my foul, thy frown is death, 
Now's all folacc fi-ooi me taken, 

God, my God, why thus fbrfaken ? 
Pouring from night's darkeft (had^ 

The foes of God, and men, invade, 
Inflam'd with rage ; but while I bleed, 

1 crufti the ancient ferpent's head. 

Now the fun withdraws his light. 
Nature robes herfelf in night. 
She fees her God is clad in wrath, 
And arms his potent hand with death. 

Was there ever pain like this ? 
Now falvation finifh'd is. 
Now I leave thefe fcenes of woe, 
To confecrate the grave I go. 

Think, O men ! and grateful prove. 
To thefe tokens of my love ; 
Now you've crucified my flefb, 
Your fins indulg'd, I bleed afreffi. 



FINIS. 



CONTENTS. 



ESSAY I. PAGE 

ON Prayer, &c. - - - 9 
Of the Eflentials of Prayer, &c. - - 25 
Of the feveral kinds of Prayer, - - 50 
A Prayer from the Ixv. Pfalm, - « 5*^ 
A Prayer from thecxxi. Pfalm> - - 72 
A Prayer from Pope's Univerfal PrayeV, - 75 
A Prayer and Thankfgiving to God for his Provi- 
dence, - - - 7^ 
A Prayer for an Aged Perfon, • - 83 
A Prayer on the Profpecft of Death, - 87 
A Secret Prayer of a Parent for his Children, - 91 
A Prayer for the Father of a Family, - 95 
A Prayer for a Young Perfon, - - 100 
A Prayer from the cxlv. Pfalm, - - 103 
A Prayer of a Communicant, before he goes to the 

Sacrament, - - 108 
A Prayer and Thankfgiving of a Communicant, 

when he comes from receivmg the Sacrament, 112 
A Prayer for a Servant, - - 115 
The Lord's Prayer Paraphrafed, - 117 
A Prayer and Thankfgiving to God, for the Cre- 
ation, Prefervation, and Redemption of the World, 1 28 
A Morning Prayer for a Child, - 133 
An Evening Prayer for a Child, - 135 
A Prayer for a Sick Perfon, - - ' -37 
A Prayer for a Perfon Troubled in Mind for his 

Sins, - - j^o 

St. Paul's Prayers for a Holy Life Paraphrafed, 142 

ESSAY II. 

A Prayer for a Young intending Communicant, a- 
bout to enter on the Duty of Sclf-Examination, 153 



li CONTENTS. 

ESSAY III. 

On the Cardinal and Chriflian Virtues, - i^g 

POETRY. 

The Invitation, - - 22 r 

Anfwer to the foregoing, - - 223 

Contentment and the Shepherd, - - 225 

Anfwer to Shenftone's Ballad on Abfcnce, - 228 

SACRED POETRY. 

King David's Song in Profpc£i of Death, - 231 

Job xix. chap, from ver. 25- to 28. Paraphrafed, - 232 

Simeon's Song Paraphrafcdj - - 233 

The Confummation, - - 234 

P£ilm L Paraphrafed, - - j 239 

Pialm J I. Paraphrafed, - - . 240 

Pfalm XXVIII. Paraphrafed^ - - 242 

Pfalm LI I. Paraphrafed, - - 243 

Pfalm LIV. Paraphrafed, - - 245 

Pfalm CVIIL Paraphrafed, - - 246 

Pfalm CXXXVIL Paraphrafed^ - 248 

Pfalm CXXXIX, Paraphrafed, - - 250 

A Hymn to the Deity, - - - 252 

STRIKING PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE 

in THE STT^ OP 0$SIA.N, &C. 

The Defeat of Sifera, - - 258 

Saul's Death and David's Lamentation^ &c, - 264 

The Tears of Salem, - - 275 

The Death of Morven, - - 283 

The Epitaph of Lazarus, ^ « 289 

On Charity, - • 290 

Chrift upon the Crofs, - - • -^ 293 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



A. 



Copies 



Wm. Alder, of HornclifFjEfq; 2 
Mr Adam Atkinfon, Beanly, z 

Wm. Atkinlbn, Avering, 2 
Edward Andcrfon, Efq; Glan- 

ton, - • - I 

Mr Adam Atkinfon, Great 

Rylc, Whittingham, - ^ 
Rev., Mr D. Atkcn, Etal, i 
Rev. Mr Ja. Atchifon, Berwick, i 
Mr Walter Atkinfon, Hebron, i 

Ralph Anderfon, Kyloe^ i 

Robert Archer Downham, 
Carharo, 

Wm. Arcbibold, Duddo, 
Mifs Archibold, Ditto, - 



B. 



The Hon. Mrs Baillic, Jcrvif- 

wood, - - 6 

Mrs Blake, Tilmouth, - 4 
Sir Francis Blake, Twifcl- 

CafUc, ^ - - 6 
Mr Matthew Bell, Riffington, 

Norham Parifh, 
Mrs Bell, Ditto, Ditto, - 
Mr Geo. Baptift, Tilmouth, 

James Bofwell, Ditto, 
Bailie George Borthwick, Jed* 

burgh, 
Mr Adam Borthwick, Ditto, 
Rev. Mr Bell, Roxburgh Par. 
Mr Brown, Schoolmaftcr, 

Whittingham, 
Mr John Bell, Dorrington, 
John Bell, Efq; Linthill, 
George Burn, Efq; Milficld, 
Mr James Burn, Ditto, 

John Batters^ Etal, 



Copits 

Mr William Burn, Focd Par. 
James Burn, Ditto, 
William Bolton, Woolcr, 
Colonel Beaumont, M. P. 

Hexham Abbey, - 20 
Mr George Burn, Alnwick, 
William Brady, Corhhill, 
John Brady, Ditto, 
Rev. Mr Blakie, Yctholm, 
Mr John Bruce, Nottylces, 
Sproufton, 
Andrew Bruce, ftudent, do. 
Wi^. Bolton Mountain, 
James Burn, Tythchill, 
William Burrel, Hebron, 
John Barberv Bclford, 
William Barber, Dorring- 
ton, 
James Bunyan, Jedburgh, 
Walter Brigs, Jedburgh, 
Hugh Bogue, Efq; Smifield, 

Kyloc, 
Mr Wm, Bugg, Poftmafter, 
Belford, 

Thomas Brown, Ancrum, 
Robert Brown, Coldftreara, 
Rev, Edward Brudcnell, Heb- 
ron, 
Mr Richard Brewhoufe, Wap- 
perton, Eglingham, - 
Peter Brown, Coldftreara, 
James Burrel, Berwick, 



C. 



The Honourable William Hay 
Carr, Etal, - 4 

Rev. Mr Cupplcs, Swinton 
Parifti, - I 



2 
I 



11 



SUBSCRIUERS NAMES. 



Copies 

Mr James Carr, Campy, New- 
ton Parifh - i 
Tlioinas Clark, Flodden, 

Ford Parifh, , - 2 

Matthew Culley, Wark, 2 

George Culley, Eaftfield, 

Ford Parifh, - 2 

Mifs CuJlcy, ditto, ditto, - i 

Mr John Cairns, Cornhill, 2 

George Cairns, ditto, 2 

Mifs. Cairns, ditto, - i 

Mr Walter Clark, Hebron, 2 

Johna Clarke, Flodden, 2 

John Carr, Ford Parifh, 1 

John Catiuach, Alnwick, 1 

!^Irs Carj:, Coldflrcam, - i 

: Mr John Clarke, Jedburgh, i 

J^bnj.Cgrr, Efq; Cavers, - 2 

Baiilc William Chifholm, Jcd- 

.burgh, - I 

Bailie John Chifliolm, ditto, i 
Mr Chifholm, Ammcrfidelaw, 

Chatton Parifh, - i 

Mr James Crawford, Leith, 30 
John Clarke, Tcmplehall, 
HoLkirk, - 1 

Mrs Church, Mofstowcr, Eck- 

ford, - - 1 

Mr James ^Crammond, Corn- 
hill, - - 2 
Dr Clark, Newcaflle - i 
Mr Adam Gumming, Blue- 
bell, Ford, - I 
Thomas Curry, Stotford- 

head, - i 

Robert Curry, Brandon, 2 
James Carr, Downham, 

Carham, , - i 

Francis Collingwood, Ber- 
wick, - - I 
Rev. Mr Crichtcn, Kilbride, i 
Mr William Gompton, Mcl- 

kington, i 

Donald Cameron, Efq; - i 



D. 



Copies 



The Right Honourable Lord 

D<;laval, - 12 

Rev. Dr Duncan, Smailholm, i 
Rev. Alexander Duncan, Gor- 
don, - I 
Colonel Duncan, - 2 
Mr Thomas Dods, Kilham, i 
Captain Davifon, Lanton, - z 
Alexander Davifon, Efq; of 

Whiteridgc - 2 

Mr Andrew Davifon, Akeld, i 
Mifs Dorothy Davifon, ditto, i 
Mr John Dixon, Ford, - i 
James Davifon, Melking- 
ton, - - I 

Robert Davifon, Down- 
ham, - 1 
Robert Dixon, Bartle- 
hill, - - I 
Thomas Davidfon^ Goudf- 
cleugh, - I 
Mifs Davifon, Humblcton, 2 
Mr George Dewar, Oldhca- 
ton, - - I 
James Darling, Hcathcrs- 
iaw, - I 
Jofeph Darling, ditto, i 
Jphn Dinning, Efq; New lands, 2 
Mr Michael Dobfon, New- 
caftle, - I 
Ghriflophcr Davifon, Wark, i 

E. 



The Countefs Dowager of Er- 
rol, - - - 12 

Mr JefTe Elliot, Middlem, 
Bowdcn Parifh, 

Mrs Elliot,, of Harriot, 

Mifs Elliot, ditto, 

Mr Andrew Elliot, ditto, 
Mark Elliot, ditto^ 
John Eaflon, Crookham, 
Geoige Eallou, Ancrum, 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Ill 



F. 



Copies 



Mr Ferric, writer, Edinburgh, 2 
John Forftcr, Cornhill, i 
George Frater, Monilaws, i 
Alex, Forftcr, Goldftream, i 
Thomas Forftcr, ditto, i 
George Frater, Oldhcaton, i 
George Fktcher, Addcr- 
fton-mains, Bambro', - i 
Alex. Forfythe, Southbar, 6 

William Fair, Efq; Jt^dburgh, i 

' Mr Foreman, Oxenridgc, - i 

Tho. Fergufon, Alnwick, i 

Thomas Frater, Berwick, i 

G. 

Rev. Mr Robert Gillan, Haw- 

wlck, - - - 2 
Mrs Grey, Milfield, - i 

Mrs Grey, Kimmcrfton, - i 
Mr. James Grey, ditto, - 2 
John Greigfon, Monilaws, i 
Tho. Grciglon, Cefsford, i 
Anthony Greigtbn, Efq; Low- 
linn, - - 2 
Mr John Grey, Oldhcaton, i 
Mrs Grey, ditto, - 1 
Mr John Grey, Alnwick, i 
William Graham, Efq; Lime- 

kilns, - I 

Mr Alexander Giaham, ditto, 1 

Robert Grey, Cefsford, i 

John G'bfon, Til mouth, 1 

John Greigfon, Efq; Buckton, i 

Mr Henry Grey, Bambro', i 

John Gordon, Paiflcy, 2 

IT. 

Hon. Lady Charlotte Hay, 2 
Lady Harriet Jane Hay, 2 
Lady Frances Hay, - 2 
Lady Flaminia Hay, 2 

Right Hon, Lord Hume, 4 



Copies 

Rev. Mr Hodgfon, Long- 

Eglingham, - -z 

Mr Robert Hatkin, Glanton, 

John Haig Coldftrcam, 
Mrs Handyfide, Ncwcaftle, 
Rev. Mr Hoggarth, Kirk- 

newton, 
Dr John Hall, Coldftrcam, 
Mr Gavin Hogg, TwifcUmill, 
William Hogg, Molls^ 

mains, 
Alexander Hogg, Eding- 

ton-mill, 
James Hogg, Redpath, 
Gilbert Hay, Tihnouth, 
James Hately, Coldftrcam, 
Peter Hately, Merchant, 

Berwick, 
John Howey, Hcniaws, 
Fhomas Kaliburton, Jed- 
burgh, 
James Herron, Eckford- 
mofs. 
Rev. Mr John Hunter, Oxen- 
ham, 
Mr John Hall, Newatcrhaugh, 
Hall, Hindhop, 
Thomas Howie, Wooler, 
Harry Howie,Whitehoufe, 
John Hope, Ednam, - 
Jofcph Hood, Pafton, 
George Hughes, Middle- 
tonhall, 
Thomas Hall, Efq; 
Mr Thomas Hook, Kilham, 
Richard Hall, Boufden, 
James Harriot, Spring- 

wtlls, 
James Howe, ' Long-Eg- 

lingham, 
John Ho'A'e, ditto, 
James Hood, Cornhill, 
George Moggartii, Fiie- 
burmnill, - i 



IV 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 



Copies 



Mr James Hoggarth, Ncw- 
hcaton, 

Thomas Hunter, School- 
raaftcr, Wark, 

Wm. Hcndcffon^ Long- 
leeford, 

Bartholomew Hare, Lil- 
burn, 

Matthew Hall, Crookji^im, 

John Harc,Barrington-law, 

Andrew Hcrriot, Lady- 
kirk, 

John Hcrriot, ditto, - 

George Hare, 

Thomas Hudfpath, Bouf- 
don, 

Thomas Hudfpath, Ber- 
wick, 

Thomas Hogg, Muflel- 
burgh, 

Thomas Hiflop, Ancrum, 

Thomas Harrigade, Whit- 
fomc, 
Mlfs Margaret Harrigade, 

Riffington, 
Mi{s Alice Harrigade, ditto, 
Mr David Hoggarth, Lennel- 
hiU, 

James Hoggarth, Bailie- 
know, 



I. 



Mr Inglis, Printer, Edin- 
burgh, - - I 
George Imlack, Edinburgh, i 



J- 



Mr John Jobfon, Lilburn- 

fteads, - - I 

Jofeph Jobfon, HcdgclcV) i 

Patrick Jeffrey, Haflin- 

dean-mains, - i 

Rev. Mr W. Johnflon, Woolcr, i 



Copies 

Mr Thomas Johnfon, Orange- 
lane, - - I 
William Johnfon, Ber- 
wick, - - I 
Thomas Johnfon, Twifcl- 

mill, - - I 

Robert Jardin, Woolcr, i 

Thomas James, Efq; - 2 

Mr WiUiam James^ Kirk- 

newton, ^ i 

Collingwood Forftcr James, 

ditto, - - I 

Alexander Jeffrey, Twifcl, i 

Richard Jardin, Jedburgh, x 

Rev- Mr Jolinfon, Alnwick, i 

Mr Jordan, Berwick, - i 

K. 

Rev, Mr Kennedy, Woolcr, i 
Dr William King, Alnwick,, i 
Mr Thomas King, Longlee- 
ford, - - I 

L. 



The Right Hon. Lord Liflc, 

LainfliaWf 
Rev. Mr James Landels,Gold- 

ingham, 
Mr Thomas Laurie, Milficld, 
Ralph Laurie, Etal, - 
James Laidlaw, Fordhill, 
Ralph Laidlaw, Flodden, 
William Lockie, Wooler, 
Wm. Lindfay, merchant, 
Alnwick, 
Dr Lindfcy, Jedburgh, 
Mr James Leith, Cornhill, 
George Logan, Tweed- 
mouth, 
James Langlands, Ea(l- 

field, 
John Liddel, Harper- 
ridge, 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Copies 

Mr John i.iddel, jun. Kcn-^ 
• ftoncheads, - i 

Alex. Linncn, Stitchel, i 
Henry Luke, Howtel, i 
David Lee, Norbam-mains, 2 
VVm. Laing, Plendcrlcath, i 
Thomas Laurie, Etal, - i 
Anthony Lambert, Aln- 
wick, - 2 
Walter Landais, Lady- 
kirk, - - I 

M. 

Sir Wm. Maxwell, Galdcr- 

wood, - 4 

Major Manfon, Homcliff, 2 
Jofcph Marftial, Efq; Edring- 

ton, - - 2 
Rev* Mr Murray, Channel- 
kirk, - - I 
Rev. Mr Richardfon, More- 
battle, - I 
Mr Marjoribanks, Eccles, 1 
George Mills, Sweetup, i 
Wm. Mills, Howtel, 2 
James Mall, Greenfidc, i 
George Middlemis, Til- 
mouth, - I 
James Mills, Whitehill, 2 
Rev. Mr Murray, Harbottlc, i 
Rev. Mr M'Ewan, Belford, 1 
Mr Marflial, Blindburn, 1 
John Mucklc,Twifcl Boat- 

houfc, - I 

John Menzics, Hagdon, 1 

Mrs Murton, Pafton, - i 
' Mr George Murton, Weft- 

newton, - ^ 

Harry Murton, Pafton, 2 
Thomas Murton, Muffel- 

burgh, - I 

James Mathifon, Moni- 



Copies 



Mr George Mathifon, Moni- 

laws, 
John Mathifon, ditto, 
Robert Mathifon, Etal, 
William Mather, Lint- 

haugh, 
Peter Muckic, ditto, 
Charles McDonald, BcU 

ford> 

John Moffat, Fclkington, 

Henry Menzies, Chefwick, 

John Mennon, Ewart, 

Thomas Miller, Bluebell, 

William Mair, Ruthcr- 



glcn, 



N. 



Rev. Mr John Nichol, War- 

renford, - i 

Mr Nefbet, Redden, - 2 
Dr Wm. Nimmo, Glafgow, i 
Mr Robert Nicholfon, Weft- 
newbiggin, - i 

Ralph Nicholfon, Thorn- 
ton, - - - I 
Nichol, Leatham-hill, i 
Nifbet An croft. - i 

O. 

Mr Robert Oliver, Vcnfhon, 2 
James Ord, Sharpcrton- 

cdgc, - - I 

Robert Ormfton, Eckford- 
mains, - i 

Robert Oliver, Wcftfiod- 
den, - - I 

ames Oliver, Lochtowcr, i 
ohn Ord, Branton, x 

P. 

Sir James Pringle, Stitchel, 4 
Colonel St. Paul, Ewart, 4 
Mrs St. Paulj ditto, - 2 



VI 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Copies 

Mr John Potts, Mindrum-mill, 2 

James Paxton, - 2 

Harry Potts, Mindriim, 2 

Wm. Phorfon, Berwick, ' 1 2 

William Pratt, Efq; Hctton- 

houfc, 
Mr John Pringle, Ncwhcaton, 
Dr Pringle, Alnwick, 
Mrs Purvcs, Ncw-Etal, - 2 
Mr George Purves, ditto, i 

Rev, Mr Poolcy, Cornhill, i 
Mr James Pinkcrton, Boudcn, i 
Wm. Pinkcrton, Hunt- 
ing-hall, - I 
Mifs Pinkcrton, Berwick, , i 
Mr Ralph Patterfon, Middle- 
ton, - - I 
Francis Peacock, Branxton- 
hill, . I 

George Peacock, Mording- 
ton, - - I 



Mr Wm. Quarry, Tilmouth, i 

R. 

Admiral Roddam, - 2 

Wm. Robcrtfon, Efq; Upfet- 

tlington, - 2 

Rev. Mr Robifon, Ednam, i 

Mr James Rae, Coupland, i 

John Rodgers, Belford, i 

Robert Roberton, Crail- 

ing-mill, - i 

James Robifon, Jedburgh, 1 
Bailie Richard Robifon, ditto, i 
Mr Rae, mathematical-mafter, 
Berwick, - i 

John Rcdpath, Harper- 
ridge, - I 
Wm. Red path, Tilmouth, i 
John Robfon, Trows, - i 



Copica 

Mr James Robfon, Trows, i 
Alexander Rodgcr,Grafe- 

market, Edinburgh, - i 
John R iddel , fchool maflcr, 

Allafudin, - i 

James Rae, Oldhcaton, i 
Thomas Rcid, Mardon, 2 
Andrew Reid, writer, Jed- 
burgh, . I 
Wm. Rcid, mcrcht. do. i 
George Rcnton, Shadon- 

wood-houfc, - I 

John Robfon, Humblcton 

New buildings, - 2 
James Richardfon, Horn- 
clifF, . - I 

Wm. Rule, Norham, 1 



S. 



Rev. Dr. Sommcrville, Jed- 
burgh, 
Rev. Mr Scott, Southdean, 
Rev. Mr Scott, Stitchel, - 
Rev. Mr Scott, Coldftrcam, 
Rev. Mr Scott, Jedburgh, 
Rev. ]yjr Somerville, Bran ton, i 
Captain Stuart, Torrcnce, - 
Mr Smith, Hay-farm, 
Mrs Smith, ditto, 

• Selby, Efq; Pafton, - 

Mr Storey, Beanly, 

Wm. Sawcrs, merchant, 

Edinburgh, 
Wm. Sawers, jun. Lawn- 
market, Edinburgh, - 
Charles Sawcrs, Lawn- 
market, Edinburgh, 
Wm. Staward, Shcdlaw, 
James Simpfon, Glafgow 
Robert Selby, Earl, 
Dr Scott, Etal, 
iVJrs Shafto, Melkington, - 
Mr Thomas Steel, ditto, - 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



4 

2 
I 
2 
I 



I 

2 
2 
I 
2 
I 
I 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Vll 



Copies 



Mr Thomas Siinpfon, Etal, 
Charles Sherriff, Cornhill) 
James Scott, Downham, 
Thomas Smith, Milfield, 
Edwurd Smith, Cornhill, 
Robert Smith, 
Luke Scott, Eafmgton, 
James Scott, Chillingham- 

park, 
John Sandcrfon, Oldhea- 
ton, 

Mrs Selby, Detchen, 

Mils Scott, Grange, 

Mr Thomas Staward, Tiptoe, 



S. 



Mr Sutherland, Etal, 
Mr Smith, Wood-hall, 

Wm« Smith, Bare-muir, 
Alex. Sawers, Kilbride, 
Thomas Sawers, liuther- 

glen, 
Alexander Sawers, writer, 
Dunbar, 

T. 

Rev, Dr Thomas, Chilling- 
ham, 
Mr Johnfon Thomfon, Pal- 
infburn, 

John Thomfon, Branxton, 
Mark Thomfon, ditto, 
Thomas Thomfon, Keipy, 
Robert Thomfon, Chil- 
lingham-barns, 
Henry Thomfon, Til- 
mouth, 
John Taylor, Bilton-barns, 
John Tait, Hungry-houlc, 
Henry Thomfon, Mind- 
rum-mill, 
Mark Turnbull, Haddon, 



I 
I 
I 

2 






Copies 

Mr George Turnbull, Had- 
don, - - I 

Robert Turnbull, Friar- 
law, - - 2 

David Turnbull, ditto, i 

Matthew Trotter, Lil- 
burn South-field, - i 

John Trotter, New Bew- 
ick, - - I 

Richard Turner, Kyloe, i 

Robert Tindal, Chatton- 
mill, - I 

Robert Turnbull, Bewick- 
mill, - - I 

Ifaac Trotter, Wark, i 

John I'homfon, writer, 
Jedburgh, - 2 

Dr Turnbull, Hawick, - i 
Mrs Thomfon, Fauham-hill, 1 
Mr Stephen Thomfon, Bel- 
ford, - - I 

Gilbert Taylor, Down- 
ham, - - 2 

Robert Thomfon, Loan- 
end, - - I 
Mrs Tomms, London, - 2 
Mr Till, ditto, - 2 

Ge®. Liddel, Trlnity-houfc, 
London, - i 

John Turnbull, Banna- 
burn-mill, - 1 

Patrick Thomfon, Etal, i 

V. 

MrVardy, Rothill, - 2 
Thomas Vardy, Trcwhlt, 2 
Thomas Vardy, Fenton, 2 
William Vcitch, Mcrfing- 



ton. 



W. 



Rev. Mr Waugh, Whitfomc, i 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMJ^S, 



Copies 

Rev. Mr Gavin, Wallace, 
Ncnthorn, - i 

-Mr Wright, v. d. m* Spmu- 
fton, - - 3 

!Mi(s Ann Wilfon, Budle, i 

Mifs Wood Berwick, «• i 

Mr George Wilfon, Aln- 
wick, - - I 

Edward Willoby, Efq; Bcr- 
wicK« - 2 

Mr William Wilfon, Ber- 
wick, - - I 

William Wallace, Nor- 
ham, - 1 

Mr John Wright, Beaumont- 
hill, ... I 



s 



I 
I 
I 
I 

2 
I 



Copie 

Mr Robert Weathcrhcad, 
Colddream, 
Archibald Wood, ditto, 
William Wood, ditto, 
George Wait, Ewart, - 
Wood, Preflon, 
Wilkie, SwansHeld, 

Y. 
Rev. Mr Yomig, Glanton, i 
Mr James Young, Ingre- 
ham, - I 

Jofeph Young, ditto, i 

William Young, Barhead, z 
Aaron Young, Mounts 
carmcl, - i 



[N. B. Mr SAWERS mpft gratefully Acknowledges his Ob- 
ligations to his Subfcribers ;— and hopes he will be excufed, if 
any who have favoured him with their Names, have in the 
Printed Lift been inadvertantly Omitted.] 



< 



